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TO 



MR. MARTIN WARR 

MT DEAR SON^ 

In dedicating the last Edition 
of the following Remarks to my late Partner^ 
Mr. Wathen^ I had the satisfaction to per- 
form an act of gratitude ; having heen in- 
debted to him for an introduction to the 
practice of surgery in this Metropolis, and 
having received from him much professional 
information, and mtoy acts of friendship. 

In dedicating the present Edition to 
you, I feel an equal degree of pleasure ; as 
it affords me a public opportunity of ex- 

a 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



Dedication. 

pressing my full approbation of your past 
studies and conduct^ and an earnest hope 
that you may acquire^ and long enjoy, aa 
honoucable distincdon lunoog the Members^ 
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My dqgir Martin, 

Tour affeetionate Father^ 
^ JAMES WARE. 
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REMARKS, ^c. 



Introduction. 



Among the t^iiobs "disorders to wfakfe 
thci htoittnbody is MaWe, inflammatioti* 
seeois to be one of the most considerable; 
as is apparent from observing the imtiae- 
diate and direct influence which it has, in 
preventing, or obstructing the necessary ac- 
tion of the parts affected by it: and in no 
case is this more evident, than in the 
Ophthalmy, or Inflammation of the eyes; 
which, in every degree of it, is found, in 
some measure, to impair the sight; and, 
in not a few instances, has risen to such a 
height, as entirely to destroy it. 

My design, in the following pages, is — • 
first, to lay before the reader some obser- 
vations on this complaint. — then to treat of 
a disorder, which more directly affects the 
eye-lids, and which I have distinguished by 
the name of the Psorophthalmy — and after- 
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2 Introduction, 

wards to add a few remarks on the Punn 
lent eye, to which new-born children arc 
peculiarly subject. 

To enable us to judge more clearly of 
these disorders, it is necessary to under- 
stand something of the structure of the 
eye and its appendages: a brief account 
of which is therefore prefixed, referring 
the reader, for a fuller and more particular 
description, to those anatomical authors, 
who have professedly treated on this sub* 
ject. 
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A Brief Description of the Eye, and its 
Appendages. 

The globe of the eye is composed of 
three transparent humours, which, from 
their supposed resemblances, bear the seve- 
ral denominations of the aqueous, the crys- 
talline, and the vitreous* 

These humours are contained in three 
proper coats, or tunics, called the Sclero- 
tica, the Choroides, and the Retina; be- 
sides which^ there is another, common to 
the globe and eye-Hds, called the Con- 
junctiva* 

Of the proper coats, the Tunica Sclero- 
tica is the outermost. This^ in the poste- 
rior and far greater part of its circuni- 
ference, is white and opaque; but, in the 
anterior, is transparent, and takes the name 
of Cornea. 

The Tunica Choroides is situated on the 
inside of the Sclerotica, between it and the 
Retina. It is strongly attached to the Scle- 
rotica, round the margin, where the Cor- 
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4 A brief Description of the Eye, 

nea begins; whence it passes on, and be- 
comes visible through the transparency of 
that coat. ♦ This part of the Choroides is 
cafled Iris, being of various colours in 
different persons; and in its centre is a 
round perforation, called the Pupil, for the 
purpose of admitting the rays of K^t 

TRie Sclerotica and Choroides are well sup- 
jpKed with blood vessels, particularly the 
kstj the ramifications of which,' when well 
injected, appear to be wonderfully inter- 
woven with one another. 

The Retina, or internal coat, appears to 
-be an expansion of the medullary part, of 
the Optic nerve, beii^ a white, thin memr 
bcane, of a very soft and tender texture. 
It lies immediately behind the vitreous hu- 
mour, round which it is continued to the 
borders of the crystaiUinc, and is believed 
by many to be the immediate seat of the 
sense of vision. 

The globe of tibe eye rests in the orbit, 
upon a large body of adipose membrane; 
and is moved in diferent directions, by 
four straight, and two oblique muscles* 
Kve of these take their origin from the 
bottom of the orbit; the inferior obliqiK 
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and Us Appendages. s 

alone arising from its edge: and they are 
all continvied forward, tiU they are insert- 
edj by « taidinous expansion, from its 
white cplour called Tunica Albvgineai 
into the anterior part of the Tunica Sde* 
rptica. 

The Tunica Coiyunctiva is a thin trans- 
parent membrane, which lines the inner 
swface of the eye-lids> and, at the edge of 
the Orbit, has a fold, and is continued for* 
ward ova: the anterior half of the globe 
of the eye. It is exterior to all the other 
coats of the eye, and connected with the 
Tunica Albuginea, by means of a cellular 
substance; from which it may easily be 
separated, in the dead subject, by dissec^ 
tion. Though, ia a sound states it con- 
tains only thjB a^x)ua part of the blood, it 
i% notwithstanding, extremely vascular; 
as is proved by injections, and also by the 
inflammations to which it is liable. It 
appears to be continued not only over 
the Sclerotica, but also over the Cornea; 
and according to Winslow, it is perforated 
by innumerable and almost imperceptible 
^ores. 

The vascular state of this coat appears 
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6 A brief Description of the Eye, 

to be much greater, in that part which 
lines the insides of the eye-lids, than in 
that which covers the eye ; and its conti*^ 
nuance, from the eye-lids to the eyes, 
is of great use, to prevent the ill conse- 
quences, which might otherwise ensue from 
the insinuation of, extraneous bodies be* 
tween them. 

The tears are secreted by a conglomerate 
gland, called Glandula Lachrymalis, which 
is situated in a small depression of the 
brbital process of the Os Frontis, near the 
outer angle of the orbit; from which they 
are poured out by small ducts, and conti-- 
nually spread over the surface of the eye, 
to keep it clear and transparent. They 
pass from the eye, through two minute 
orifices, at the inner angle, called the 
Functa Lachrymalia, which open into a 
small bag, called Sacculus Lachrymalis; 
and this bag is continued thence, through 
a bony channel, and opens immediately into 
the nose. 

The little red body, observable at the 
great or inner angle of the eye, is called 
Caruncula Lachrymalis. It was thought 
to be the secretory organ of the tears, until 
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€md iu Appendages. j 

a more accurate dissection discovered the 
true gland at the opposite angle. Some 
have since supposed^ that it secretes aa 
oilj humour, like that issuing from the 
small glands on the inside of the eye-lids : 
but, in fact, we seem to have acquired no 
certain knowledge either as to its structure 
or use. It may be said to direct the tears 
into the Functa Lachrymalia; and, in that 
office, is much assisted by a reduplication 
of the Tunica Conjunctiva, which has been 
called Valvula Semilunaris. This valve is 
to be seen plainest, when the eye is turned 
towards the nose. It is situated close to 
the Caruncle ; and is shaped like a crescent, 
with its points inclined to the Puncta La- 
chrymalia. ' 

The situation and figure of the eye-lids 
are too obvious, to need description. They 
bang like veils or curtains before the eyes ; 
and are furnished with muscles, capable of 
very quick motion, to defend the eyes from 
those injuries, to which their situation 
might expose them. The structure of the 
eye-lids is of the Reticular kind ; and they 
are very easily distended by accident or dis* 
ease. 
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a A brief- Smeri^^i ^f Me Eye, 

The edge of each 6£ the Kds is pdncipallj 
fornwd by the extferaitjr of tfce thia cafti* 
lage, called Tarsus, which cartilage i« mnch 
wider in the ti^er eye-Bd than it is in the 
lower. These edges take the denomination 
ef Ciliary, and are so adapted to each other, 
as that, when the two lids are extended ore? 
fht ey^, they meet. 

It deserves notice,, that the ciliary e^e$ 
are not sharp, Hke the edge of a knife; 
but rather flat, like the back of it ; having 
properly twa terminations, one external and 
the other internal: the former of these it 
isi that meet when the lids are extended} 
while the folter, or internal, still preserve a 
small distance from each other; leaving a 
gutter or groove, through vvhich the tears 
are supposed to pass from the Lachrymal 
gl^nd to the Pimcta Lacbrymalia, while 
we are asleep. 

It should also be remembered, that the 
CHia, or eye-lashes, arise out of the extern 
nal termination of these Cartifc^es ; and on 
the internal, at an evident distance from 
them, is a line of small orifices, whidii are 
the excretory ducts of small glandls, .that lie 
on the inner surface of the Tarsus, and are 
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and its Appendages. g 

called Glandulae Ciliares, vel MeibomiL The 
use of these glands is to secrete a sebace- 
ous matter, similar to soft wax; which con- 
stantly covers the edges of the lids, aqd 
keeps them supple. 

The a]()kprye short aceo«int of the eye, and 
its »ppeHdages, «eems to contain all that is ^ 
necessary to a right understanding cf the 
following remarks. 
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10 



Of the Ophthdmy. 

The term Ophthalmy is generally used 
to express — ^an inflammation of that part of 
the Tunica Conjunctiva, which coyers the 
globe of the eye. 

It has before been observed, that the Tu- 
nica Conjunctiva is a transparent membrane, 
and receives its white colour, in a state of 
health, from the Tunica Albuginea, which 
lies immediately behind it. But notwith- 
standing this transparency, it is proved to 
be vascular by the inflammations which 
sometimes attend it; during the continu- 
ance of which, those vessels, which natu- 
rally admit only the finer lymphatic parts 
of the blood, are enlarged, and become 
visible, by the intrusion of the red particles. 

The Ophthalmy is found in very diffe- 
rent degrees. It sometimes occupies onlj^ 
a part of the globe of the eye; but in 
common it extends itself over the whole. 
It may be superficial, affecting the Con- 
junctiva only ; or so deep, as to reach the 
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OfiheOphthalmy. 11 

Sclerotica and ii^temal coats. In general, 
the .Conjunctiva does not appear to be 
much thickened: but sometimes its mem- 
branous appearance is entirely destroyed, 
and its projection causes the Cornea to 
appear depressed and sunk in the globe. 
When the Ophthalmy is in this state, it 
is, for the most part, accompanied with 
violent pain; and is described, in many 
booksji under the name of Chemosis. 

The pain, however, is not always in pro- 
portion to the appearance of the Ophthalmy. 
In many cases, where the inflammation 
seems to be of the slightest kind, the 
agony is almost insupportable: especially 
when the eye is exposed to the light; 
and in some others, where the inflamma- 
tion appears to be most violent, the unea- 
siness is so trifling as scarcely to be men- 
tioned, though the eye be constantly open 
and uncovered. 

Whatever the degree of inflammation 
may be, it will, in general, be found that 
light is oftensive to the eye; and in order 
to avoid the pain which it occasions, per- 
sons, who labour under this complaint. 
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13 Of the Opkfkalfnjf^ 

are freijuently observed to kecjp ibek eye* 
lids shut< 

For greater security in this respect^ a9 
'well as to prevent the motion of the ey^^ 
some have pnictised the injurious method 
of binding compresses, or plajstcrs, tight 
over the eyes, which, by confitang the 
tears> add to the irritation; *nd, by theit 
pressure, increase the obstruction in the 
minute vessels, on which they act. In- 
stead of this, I would recommend the use 
pf a pasteboard hood, or bonnet, to be 
worn at a greater or less distance from the 
eyes, as the particular case may require; 
and if this be insuificient to prevetat thrir 
being hurt by the light, the patient mu3t 
submit to the confinement of a room, where 
little or none enters. 

But it must not be supposed that the 
access of Kght i^ the only cause of pain. 
Instances are common, in which, though 
the light be excluded, the aufferings of 
the patient are continual and excessive, 
firom acute pains, which dart through the 
eye to the back part of the head. Thif 
may be the effect of a less, m well a$ 
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Of the Ophthalmy. II 

greater> degree of inAammation; and such 
sen^tions always indicate much danger <£ 
die loss of sight 

In some cases, the patients constantly 
imagine that they see hlack specks, or 
points, move before' the pupil ; which symp- 
J torn is often observed to come on, aftjpt 

l\ the more violent ones are abated. Like 
* the former, it is a frequent forerunner of 
the Gatta Serena ; and is generally accom- 
panied with such a fixed state of the Iris, 
as renders it incapable of contracting or di- 
lating. 

During the continuance of the inflam* 
mation, small ulcers are often formed upon 
the Cornea, which, being first caused by 
it, serve afterwards to increase it, and ren- 
der the cure more ^fficult. These ulcers 
generally heal in a depression, whicii is a 
great impediment to the sight ; causing ob- 
jects to appear as if they were seen through 
icrinkled glass. 

Sometimes the external lamina of the Cor- 
nea becomes misty, and, at length, univer* 
sally opaque, without the alterations being 
preceded by any considerable inflammation 
of the Tunica Conjunctiva. Tn such cases. 
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14 Of the Ophthalmt/s 

vesseliS containing red blood are not upfre- 
quently observed to pass from the Conjunc- 
tiva over the surface of the morbidly opaque 
Cornea, Many cases of this kind have 
come under my notice. They are> how- 
ever, rare, when compared with the nume- 
rous instances in which an opacity of the 
Cornea is preceded by a violent inflamma- 
tion of the Tunica Conjunctiva. 

Small abscesses are also sometimes formed 
between the lamina of the Cornea; which, 
instead of discharging their contents, harden 
into white opaque specks, and, according 
to their size, either partially or totally pre- 
vent the entrance of the light. If the 
specks be superficial, they may wear off in 
a course of time; but if they penetrate 
through the whole thickness of the Cor- 
nea, they do not seem to admit of any 
remedy. 

These abscesses sometimes burst on the 
inside of the Cornea, and discharge the 
matter they contain, into the anterior cham- 
ber of the aqueous humour, to the botton) 
of which it descends, by its own weight; 
and here it makes an appearance, like the 
white speck at the root of the nails^ on 
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Of the Ophihalmy. i» 

\irhich account it has been called OnjpE. 
Hie matter^ thus produced, is usually small 
in quantity; the solid texture of the Cor- 
nea naturally indisposing it for a laige sup- 
puration. 

Nevertheless it not imfrequently happens, 
when there is a long continuance of a 
violent Ophthalmy, that the quantity of 
matter^ formed in the anterior chamber, be- 
comes much more considerable, without any 
perceptible disorder in the above-mentioned 
coat of the eye; and, in this larger col- 
lected state, it takes the name of Hypo- 
pion. It is difficult to ascertain as well the 
source from which this matter proceeds, 
as the manner in which it is formed; and 
it is, at present, needless to inquire into 
either of them, since they can determine 
nothing with regard to the mode of treat- 
ment. 

Matter sometimes collects also in the pos- 
terior chamber of the aqueous humour. — 
It may here either remain in a fluid state, 
or be inspissated into a solid substance. If 
it continue fluid, a part of it usually passes 
through the pupil into the anterior cham- 
ber, and falls to the lower margin of the 
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f6 0/the Oph^udmy. 

Cornea. When it becomes inspissated it 
most commonly forms adhesions, either to 
the capsule of the crystalline humour, or 
to .the posterior isurfece of the Iris, or to 
both; and in consequence of these adhe^ 
Sions, the pupil becomes contracted, amd it* 
figure! is rendered more or less irregular, 
according to the extent of the. adhesion. 
Sometimes the inspissated mtitter tt)ntintrc3^^ 
loose, and varies its position in the aqueous 
humour. In this case, if it be small in 
quantity, it changes its place, according to 
Che direction in which the head is iield; 
and therefore sometimes it passes through 
the pupil into the anterior chamber. Some- 
times, again, the inspissated matter remains 
fixed in the posterior chamber, and there 
takes the shape of a membrane; dividing 
this chamber into two distinct cavities, and 
answering precisely to the idea entertained 
by the ancients of the cataract This mem- 
braiie often adheres by its eircular edge 
only; the middle part continuing loose and 
moveable. In such a case, as the adhe- 
sion is only partial, the pupil still keeps 
its figure; and the Iris, also, preserves its 
capacity for motion, though not to the 
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Of the Ophthdmy. i| 

flanie extent i^ whed there is no adhesion. 
When the pupil conti^cts^ the Jidventitioua 
membmne faas^ in some instances^ been ob« 
Mirved to protnide through it» but to return 
to its former and common situation^ when 
the pupil is dilated. 

The caoaes that produce the Opbthalmy 
are yzxMffi^* 

It frequentlj comes on in the most stidden 
imd unexpected manner^ without any pro^ 
ceding or concomitant illness. When it bap* 
pens in this wa^ry the common people oali it 
a blast in the ejes : and^ indeed^ it seems to 
proceed from 86me peculiar property in the 
air> which surrounds us. Like other epide* 
mical diseases^ it often aiSfects a whole neigh^- 
foourb6od> at the same time : as was the case 
during the summer 1778, at Newbilry io 
Berkshire^ and in sereral of the camps; 
where it wa* known by the name of the 
Ocukir Disease* 

Blows on the eye> according to the force 
wHh which they are given, may bring on 
yety difierent degrees of inflammation. If 
•light, the efiects are, most commonly, of 
daort dmiation } but if Violent,^ a confusion 
m the coats and burnouts often takes ^loce^ 

t 
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1 6 Cf the Ophthdmy. 

and, in consequence of it, a blindness which 
appears to be incurable. 

Wounds and punctures are attended with 
consequences equally pernicious. Swords, 
knives, and such like instruments, generally 
enter between the globe and orbit, pierce 
the Conjunctiva, wound the cellular mem- 
brane that sustains the eye, and, if continued 
onward, penetrate into the brain itself. 
Wounds thus occasioned produce the most 
dreadful head-achs, inflammations, abscesses, 
and sometimes immediate death : but if the 
mischief be done with needles, pins, or 
sharp pointed instruments like them, they 
are more apt to pierce the globe itself. 
Hence it often happens, that such punc- 
tures are followed with the immediate and 
total loss of sight. 

It is not unusual for blows on the eye, as 
well as punctures and small wounds, to 
produce an extravasation of blood under the 
Tunica Conjunctiva. The quantity of blood 
thus extravasated is sometimes so consider- 
able, as to elevate the Conjunctiva above the 
level of the Cornea, in the same manner as 
in the Chemosis; and, at other times the 
quantity is so small, ae to be no otherwise 
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Of the Ophihalmy. 19 

visible, than by a little redness, round the 
vessel from which it issued. It is here to be 
noticed, that the appearance of the extrava- 
sated blood, though at first red, after a few 
days, turns dark and livid. 

Similar extravasations may also take place 
without any external accident. Persons of a 
plethoric habit seem more subject to them 
than others, and they are most likely to 
happen, when the weather is hot. The 
effects, in the instances last mentioned, are 
probably owing to a debility in the vessels 
, of the Conjunctiva, which renders them 
unable to resist the impetus of the rarefied 
blood. But whatever be the cause, whether 
internal or external, if the eye have sus- 
tained no other injury, the extravasation 
never occasions pain, nor, in any great 
degree, affects the sight 

When the Cornea is wounded, it some- * 
times happens, that a portion of the Iris is 
forced through the wound, and thus forms * 
one s()ecies of the Staphiloma. The inflam- 
mation, which was at first occasioned by 
the injury done to the Iris, is continued and 
heightened, by the irregular pressure of the 
projecting part against the inside of the 
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50 OftJto Oph^ha0. 

eyf-Hds. This iofl^mmatioq p^t^n 9)1^0 
^e Uit^rnql parts of the eye> a» w^l aft the 
external ; and the capsule of ^he cryataHiufr^ 
in particular, i? very U^hle tp Ij^ ^en(|ecdi 
opaque by it. 

It migh( be apprehended^ tha^ in conse- 
quence of the al^ye-mentioned accident, the 
pupil vould certainly contract; and so it 
usually does, but not always; for Cftsef^ 
do sometimes occur, in which, either through 
the sniallness of the pressiure made vppn th« 
Iris, or tjbe superior power of resistance in 
that membrane, the pupil does not sjifler 
any contraction at alL 

From the same cause, I mean the pxotru- 
sion of title lri$, and the pressure made upoa 
it, it also not unfrequently happens, that 
the pUpil is drawn from the centre to th^ 
outer margin of the Iris, and is changed 
from a. circular to an oval and irregular 
shape. A;id yet, notwithstanding thi» 
change of situation and form, it is SQOie* 
times found to preserve its, size, togethei 
with its power of contracting and dilating; 
*lid the sight, continues as perfect in all 
fespect^ a5 if 00 siich accident l^ hap^ 
pened- 
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' If, in cofis^^nce df a wound through 
the Sclerotica and Cboroides^ a p0rti0rt «f 
the Retina be forced thi^ugfa and enttmjgled, 
the pupil instead of contractlog, becotoel 
(biated; as it id in a confirmed Gutta Serena; 
add the si^t is immccfiatelj atod tot ail/ de»- 

Foreign bodies entangled in the eye aro 
anDther coninjbrl ctvm of inflammation,. 
Hxefie, during their cdntinnance, occasion 
great ^in and an ihabilitj to move the lida^ 
Tbej 2dso exdte in additional secretion of 
tors; the flow of whic^ is, ih general 
sufficient to remote them ; but if that fail 
the lids must be held open bj the fingers^ 
and the patient; desired to look towards th« 
fiide> i^bich is opposite to that wherein the 
eitranfeoos substance lies ; Mhth, if small it 
may te wiped off with wet lint oil the poifit 
nf a probe. If there be reason to suppo^ 
ti^ liiOTe [iarticleis than one are th the eye; 
it diay be necessary to stod a streatm of 
Warm water orer i^ by means of a syringes 
cfr to fix an eye cup on the lidSi filled with 
Water, or soilie other mild liquor. The cup; 
^ng sh^po) aoicAj tb the part, will permit 
the Ikb to br opeised or shut ift pleasure^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 Of the Ophthdmy. 

whilst the eye is immersed in the fluid 
which the cup contains. 

If there be an adhesion of the extraneous 
body to the Cornea, and that so strong as to 
resist these attempts to remove it, authors 
recommend that it be separated with the 
point of a lancet ; which, no doubt if due 
care be taken, may be done with perfect 
safety ; but, previous to this, it cannot but 
be advisable to make use of a thin blunt- 
pointed scoop, something larger than a 
common probe; which has this advantage 
over the lancet, that it will not wound the 
Cornea, and consequently will leave no 
scar, that might be afterwards an impedi* 
ment to the sight 

Sometimes, small extraneous particles inr 
sinuated under the upper lid, adhere to it so 
closely, that none of the means above-men- 
tioned are able to remove them. In these 
cases, it is necessary to turn the inside of 
the lid outward; and this may, without 
difficulty, be effected with the fore-finger and 
thumb of the left hand, applied to the eye- 
lashes or the lower edge of the lid under 
which the foreign body lies; a small pressure 
being at the same time qiade by the end 
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of a probe, or some similar instrument 
held in the right hand, on the outside of 
the lid, a little abore the upper margin of 
the tarsus; the instrument being thus placed 
for the purpose of keeping this part down, 
till the lid be first gently raised, and then 
turned. In this everted position of the lid, 
the foreign particle is immediately brought 
into sight ; and, as was before directed, it 
may be removed either by wet lint on the 
point of a probe, or, in case of necessity, 
by the point of a lancet. 

I have met with a few instances, in which 
small pieces of iron, having accidentally 
fallen into the eye, have continued there for 
several days; after which a suppuration has 
taken place round them, which has separat- 
ed their attachment, and they have dropped 
out of their own accord. But, in general, it 
must be very unsafe to trust to the opera- 
tion of nature in such cases ; for the conti- 
nuance of these, or of any substance, in 
the eye, even for a short time, is likely to 
bring on inflammations of the most violent 
and injurious nature. 

The Ophthalmy may be occasioned not 
only by extraneous particles insinuated 
under the eye-lids, but by warts, or tumours 
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of any other kind^ situated upon, or near 
their edges. These, when the lids are shut^ 
pressing unequally against the edge of the 
opposite lid« keep up a constant inita-* 
tion of the eye ; and this can only be cured 
by completely removing the tumours tbat^ 
occasion it. Children are more subject to 
an Ophthalmy from this cause than persons 
further advanced in life ; and from them I 
have sometimes had occasion to remove fivo 
or six of different sijses^ chiefly encysted. 
They are usually situated^ as has just been 
observed^ near the edges of the eye^-Uds. 
I have, however, seen hard tumours of 
different kinds within the lids, at a Cf^S^r 
derable distance from their ed^es ; in whieh 
latter case as well as in the former, their 
complete reoKxval is the only mode to 
obtain an effectual cure of the Ophthalmy. 
Chalk stones also have occasionally been 
formed within the eye^Hds, and have pro^ 
duced violent and painful inflammations of 
the whole eye. A remarkable instance of 
this kind came under my care a ^rt 
time ago, and will be described among the 
cases. 

Sensations hot unlike to. those that are 
occasioned by the lodgement of a foreign 
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particle between the eye and the (gre-114 
are wmetime* felt without the «i»teiice of 
any audi cause to produce them. Thoe^ 
who have been debilitated by anxiety, fe* , 
tigue^ ot previous indispositions, are rooit 
Hkely to be attacked in this way. Two Ikh 
i^nees will be adduced among the follow^ 
mg cases^ in illustration of the remark now 
made. But it ia incumbent upon me to 
add, t\»t they very rarely take place; iind 
thdr Bi«mber will not admit of any eompa^^ 
rbon with the num^ous iostances that oo* 
cur, m which similar sensations are esp^ 
xi^iced ha cooaequenoe of the insinuation 
of a fof dgn body between the eye and the 
eye-lid. Whenever, therefore, a patient is 
sikidenly attacked with such a sensation, 
^ utmost care should always be taken to 
^over the cause of it, and when disco^ 
Teredo to remove i* without loss of tipse. 

The small-pox and measles are two othw 
fro^ttent causes of the C^thalmy. In the 
former^ the face often swells, the eyes redr 
deui^ a«d 1^ eye^ficb are cbsed fof a con*-> 
iki^fuble time, by Ae glutinous mattes 
which lodges on their edgea. At the samo 
time, a 0iick hnmouc codleets between the 

1 
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lids and the globe, which irritates, in- 
flames, and sometimes ulcerates the Cornea* 
In the n>easles, the eyes are always affect- 
ed; and the tears, which flow in an in- 
creased quantity, feel remarkably hot, and 
painful to the patient: but, in both these 
disorders, the more frequent and lasting 
mischief is done to the eye-lids, as will be 
particularly remarked in the next section. 

The inflammation of the eyes may also 
be justly esteemed one among the vari^ 
of bad effects which result from a scrophu- 
lous habit ; being frequently found in com- 
pany with enlargements of the submaxillary 
glands, thickness of the lips, and other 
certain symptoms of this disorder: but 
these kinds of Ophthalmy, like those last 
mentioned, are, in genera), preceded by, 
and attended with, a disease of the eye-lids, 
which is properly glandular, and will be the 
subject of a separate chapter. 

It should not be forgotten that an inflam- 
mation of the eyes is likewise one of the 
effects which are sometimes occasioned in 
children by difficult dentition^ and in cases 
of this kind neither internal nor external 
remedies can prove effectual ibr the cure 
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fbf the Ophthalmy, until the tension of the 
gums be taken off by thoroughly dividing 
them down to the teeth. In performing 
this operation, which is best done with 
a common gum fleam, I usually make 
tM^o incisions, one perpendicular to the 
other, in order to be more sure that the 
Wound may not close again afterwards over 
the teeth. 

In persons more advanced in years, I have 
also sometimes seen an Ophthalmy accom- 
panied, and perhaps caused, by a decayed 
and painful tooth; the removal of which 
has been necessary, before the inflammation 
of the eye could be abated. 

The venereal disease is produced by so ac- 
tive a poison, that when it has once . en- 
tered the habit, no part can be said to be 
exempt from its malignant influence. Mon- 
sieur Sl Yves obierv^s, that the Ophthalmy 
very rarely proceeds from a venereal taint; 
but ^ys, that he has met with several cases^ 
in which it was plainly owing to this cause: 
he then adds the following remarkable ac- 
count: " That, in most of the cases, the 
* disease in the eyes appeared two days 
*' after the b^inning of a virulent Gonoixhsea. 
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^Thfe matter, bfelng snppretaed frbra the 
** penis, seemed to paeis through tirt e^rei^ 
^ staining the linen ill a similar manner.** 
This account b the.mdre smrptizing^ he- 
eatiw such an efieet, fts is here described^ 
bad never been oiwsrved by other writers 
on this subject, or any oile of the facully 
with wiuHn I am acquainted; though soma 
of them have had a long and extensive j>ra6* 
tice bt>th in the Opfatfaalmj and Gonorrhoea. 
Whenever a metastasis takes place in the 
Cronorrham, which is not wsepdmiDa^ the 
cfaail^ 16 teade to one ot oihet ti( the M,^ 
lowii^ parts: to the testis, proditeidg fl 
hernia humoralis; td the heck of the bladi^ 
ier, where it is attended with what has 
been called the Algsadai between the praeptN 
tium and glans pdMS> causing a iq^utioutf 
kind of OoDorrbadia; to tiie groins, ekdting 
buboes; or else, being absorbed into the 
blood, it is difiised throu^ the whole ha]b^it> 
and, in a longer tt shorter space^ discovers 
itself by the true and eerimn signs of a ge^ 
neial Loes. A metastasis, iit atiy of tb« 
iBStanees here pointed «ut, maf happen, iiv 
conseqaence of a pi^KKiature ceissatifOfi of 
the pQ&HNMry doofaarge} but so fdiuplete and 
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quick a tranaitiofi of the yeneresl podson^ 
iirom its first seat to another so distant as 
the eye, is, I bcBcvc very imcommonv if 
efrer the case. Nevertheless^ it is a &ct nM 
^ he controverted^ that soch a complakrt; 
as St. Yves describes^ does soinetimes ae^ 
company the GononiiaBa: hut, instead of 
ita comiDehcement heing confined to two 
&iys after the formation of the Goncorrhara^ 
a& is particularly stated hy St. Yves, i have 
Boet with it in all periods of this disordn*^ 
and have more commonly observed tiiat it 
did not arise, till some time after mercurials 
bad been employed, for the cure c^ the ktier 
disorder. Nor is this purulent kind of 
Ophthalmy peculiar to those subjects^ m 
which a Gonorrhaia has been previoui^ 
contracted; for, in many iust^ices^ the 
fi}rmer has been found to take place, where 
the person, affected by it, has been entirely 
il«e from any venereal taint* 

The Ophthalmy Aat deprived of their 
flight a considerable number of our brave 
soldiers in Egypt, during the campaign in 
180 1, and which is said to be endemic in 
tiiat country, appears to have been of this 
SuUurei-^^nd- the discharge which issues 
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from the eyes of infants in the disorder 
distinguished by the denomination of The 
puruUnt eyes of new horn children^ which 
will be considered in the sequel of this 
work, is not unlike to that which comes 
from the eyes of adults in the cases to which 
a reference is here made. 

By these remarks however 1 do not mean 
to deny the possibility of an Ophthalmy, 
proceeding solely, or chiefly, from a vene- 
real complaint : but, when it has this origin, 
the disorder most commonly shews itself by 
an inflammation of the internal parts of 
the eye, as well as of the external, altering 
the colour of the Iris, and the round figure 
of the pupil, and attended with a great 
exacerbation of pain during the night; and 
in such cases the habit is universally, and 
in general, to a violent degree, infected with 
the same disorder. 

It has been said, that if any of the mat- 
ter which passes from the Urethra, in a 
Gonorrhaea, be applied to the eye, it will 
bring on an.Ophthalmy, accompanied with 
a discharge, similar to that which previously 
took place from the Urethra. I have found 
it very difficult to ascerta^a this fact; but 
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it is rendered probable by a variety of cir- 
cumstances : and the following case, which 
took place whilst I was correcting for the 
press the fourth edition of this work in the 
year 1805, goes far to strengthen the opi- 
nion. Two female children, the eldest only 
five years of age, were attacked with a 
purulent coloured discharge from the Va- 
gina, without any previous indisposition, 
or any probable cause thiat could be assigned 
for it The surgeon, who usually attended 
the family, recommended a vitriolic lotion 
to be injected, which in a short time re- 
moved the disorder. The operation of in- 
jecting the lotion was performed by the 
mother of the children ; and, about a week 
after it had been used, the mother, who, as 
well as the father were perfectly free from any 
complaint similar to this of their children, 
was attacked with an inflammation of the 
right eye, the Conjunctiva of which swelled 
very rapidly; and it was soon accompanied 
with a profuse purulent discharge. Evacu- 
ations of various kinds had been employed, 
but without abating the disorder, and at the 
time I saw her the Cornea was on the 
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point of bursting, which hippehed that 
very day, totally destroying the eye as an 
oigan of vision* Happily the other eye 
was not afiected in a similar manner. 

It has been observed that variolous and 
acrophulous matter, applied in the same 
manner, have prodaced die similar effect 
ef inflammation : and it therefore becomes 
necessary, in order to prevent the possibility 
of communicating infection, that the hand^ 
kerchiefs, cloths, and basins, employed by 
persons suffering under any of these dis« 
orders, should be confined to their uie 
alone: and such caution should be especially 
observed, in families where there are chil* 
dren; as they are more likely to receive 
injury in this way, than grown persons. . 

There is yet one other cause of the Oph* 
tbalmy, which, though a kss common one 
thdn those already pointed out, it will be 
proper just to mention ; and that is an in^ 
ver»on of the edges of the eyelids^ called 
by authors. Trichiasis or Entropeon. This^ 
by eau^ng the hairs, growing out of the 
ciliavy edges incessantly to rul> s^inst the 
^y^f p^^J irriidted it, sa as to bfing on 
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inflammation; which, if the cause be not soon 
removed, will increase and become violent. 

In a few instances, also, a preternatural 
row of hairs has grown ; which, without 
any inversion of the lid, as in the case last 
xxienticmed, have, by the friction against tht 
eye, greatly inflamed it. 

Having said all, that appears to be neoes^ 
sary on the nature and causes of the Ophr 
thalmy, I now proceed .to treat of the prc>- 
per methods of cure. 

Bleeding is generally recommended, and 
cannot but be hi^ly proper, in most oph- 
thalmic cases ; but from what part, and in 
i^rhat manner, the blood should be taken, 
are, I apprehend, points which deser\'e a 
more particular attention, than has been 
usually paid to them. 

When the Ophthalmy is attended with 
any considerable degree of fever, as it somcr 
times is, or, when the habit is plethoric, m 
is the case in some subjects, it will be ae- 
oeseary, before any thing else is done, to 
take eight or ten ounces of blood from the 
arm. If, after this, the inflammatory symp- 
toms ^^ continue, the bleeding must be 

D 
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repeated; and this, as often, and in as large 
a quantity, as shall be found necessary; 
which can alone be determined by the 
particular circumstances of each case. In 
some instances it has been necessary to 
bleed even eight or ten times, in as many 
days. But, as in the greater number of 
• cases, the fever is merely symptomatic, 
the object more immediately to be attended 
-to, in common, is the removal of the 
irritation on the eye ; for when this ceases, 
the fever produced by it will of course 
subside. 

To efiect this removal, whether the case 
points out the necessity of a previous bleeding 
in the arm, or not, it will be highly expedi- 
ent to bleed, by one mode or other, on or 
near to the diseased part. Opening the 
temporal artery is, on all hands, allowed 
to be a mode of bleeding most efiectual, 
as well as speedy, for the purpose. The 
near situation of this artery to the seat of 
the disease cannot but render it peculiarly 
desirable, that blood should be taken from 
it: but here, the two following difficulties 
lying in the way, prevent its being gene- 
rally used. The first is, it often happens, 
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tibat this artery will not yield a quantity of 
blood, sufficient to answer the end: and 
the second, that troublesome, and even 
dangerous, haemorrhages have been some-* 
times found to issue from the orifice, at the 
distance of many hours after the operation. 
On these accounts, the application of leeches 
to the temples has been generally preferred. 
Three or four are commonly found suffi- 
cient, and the use of them has been at- 
tended with every success, which could be 
expected, or desired from it* At the same 
time it must not be passed over, that in 
some obstinate cases, when this mode of 
bleeding has failed, and though aided by 
various other means, hereafter to be de- 
scribed, it has been judged necessary, after 

• When the former editions of this work were published, I 
was of opuiion that if leeches were applied on the temples 
ihej produced equally good effects as if they were applied 
on the eye-lids, and were less likely to occasion a temporary 
irritation of the lid. Subsequent experience has however 
convinced me, that in violent cases of the Ophthalmy, 
great advantage may sometimes be derived, from the ap|rii- 
cation of five or six leeches on the lower eyelid, as close to 
its edge as they can be placed. The irritation they occasion 
in this part is in general inconsiderable, and the discolour- 
ation they bring on the skin disappears in the coarse of a 
£sw days. 
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puncturing the temporal artery, to make a 
complete trateverse division of it; which 
has been preferred to bai?dy opening it, ^ 
the punctute not only causes a derivation 
of the blood from the part afiected, but the 
division of the artery, afterguards, cuts off 
a principal source, by which the inflamed 
vessels were constantly fed: and ia thia 
mode of proceediiag, I have known great 
relief to be almost instantaneously given to 
tbe patient, on whom all other applicatioi^s 
have proved ineffectual; and without any 
bad conscquente whatsoever. 

Eight or ten ounces of blood may also 
sometimes be taken away by opening the 
vein that passes on the side of the nose^ 
near the inner angle oi the eye-lids ; and 
when the inflammation of the eye has 
been considerable, this operation has not 
unfrequently afforded very considerable re- 
lief. 

The external jugular vein has also been 
sometimes opened in this complaint. But , 
it has not been commonly done; because, 
though this vein does indeed receive blood 
from all the vessels distributed to the ex- 
ternal parts of the head ; yet, not coming 
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immediately from the eye, the x)pening it 
does not yield so direct a derivation as the 
former mode of bleeding, or as that which 
£ollows. 

But of all kinds of bleeding, that which 
would be most effectual, if it could be per- 
formed without adding to the irritation, is 
Ae still more topical mode of bleeding the 
eye itself. This has been attempted differ- 
ent ways. Scmie have scraped the Con* 
junctiva with a brush made of barley 
beards; while others have opened the in* 
ffamed vessels with the point of a lancet; 
or, if one or two only were distended, 
i^ve made use of a crooked but sharp- 
edged needle, which Ihey have introduced 
ttnderneath the vessels, dividing them by 
its edge, as it cut its way out As to tbe 
first of Uiese methods, that of bleeding the 
eye with barley beards, though I have used 
it several times, I never found aay great 
or lasting ben^yt to be produced by it. 
In 41 few in^anc^, the pain it occasioned 
was very severe, and the inflammation, in- 
stead of being lessened, was afberwards in- 
creased; which I could no otherwise ac- 
cMint jfor, t^an by supposing that some 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 Of the Ophthalmy. 

of the fine invisible spiculas of the beardi 
were left in the eye. As no care can pre^^ 
vent this accident, it appears to be an insu^- 
perable objection to the practice. The two 
modes last-mentioned may be tried in oases 
where the blood vessels, connected with 
a speck on the Cornea, are not to be cleared 
by any of the common methods which are 
used for the purpose. Yet, in both these 
modes of practice, there must always be 
no small uncertainty; as the simple division 
of the vessels has, in very many instances^ 
proved ineffectual, so far to destroy their 
continuity as^ to answer the end: on 
which account it has been necessary to take 
away a small portion of the vessels, as well 
as to divide them. This I have effected 
with success by the following operation^ 
and would therefore recommend it tq 
others, when the qther modes have been 
found to fail. The upper and lower lid 
being kept separate by the bands of an asi- 
sistant, the vessel or vessels^ to be operated 
on, must be first raised by a hook or forceps 
in one hand of the operator, while, witb 
a small pair of curved sharp-pointed scissan 
in the other^ he is to cut oW the r^is^ 
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and included portion, parallel to the circum- 
ierence of the Cornea. If the vessels lie 
near enough to one another, two or three 
may be operated on at the same time; but 
as all such vessels must be divided, if it 
cannot be done at once, the operation must 
be repeated as often as necessary, which 
will depend on the number and relative si- 
tuation of these vessels. 

There is one other mode of taking blood 
from the eye, which, in acute inflamma- 
tions, has sometimes been very useful. In 
the description of the eye, prefixed to these 
remarks, it has been observed, that the 
blood vessels, visible in that part of the 
Conjunctiva which covers the inside of the 
eye-lids, are much more numerous than 
those observable in that part of it which 
covers the globe of the eye. In conse- 
quence of this, it always happens in the 
Ophthalmy, that the inflammation is greatest 
on the inside of the lids, the blood vessels, 
in that part, being often not only much 
increased in number, but also extremely 
full and turgid: and sometimes the whole 
of the inside of the lids, particularly th© 
Jower one, is 90 muqh enlarged, ^ to be 
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constantly ; erertcd. In both these caoas^ 
great benefit has been derived from Bcaii* 
fjing them with a lancet^ by means of 
wWch a considerable quantity of blood 
has been removed. When, again^ the 
swelling of the everted lids has been con-f 
siderable, great and speedy relief has been 
given, by cutting off a portion ffom each 
of them with a pair of carved scisdoti^; 
the loss of blood, consequent on the oper- 
ation*, diminishing the general swellings 
while the reduction made in the size of 
the lids has^ caused them almost instantly 
to return t» their natiM*al position* 

This op«ifation of removing a portion o^ 
the Tunica Conjunctiva froai the ineide of 
tl«j everted eye-lid, tB^ net only meful when 
the eVersion' ifi accompanied with an^ actit^ 
€>phtbalmy, but is also sometimes an effe€^• 
tual remedy in those eas<?s, which are vtd* 
garly denominated bleared eyes, where thfe 
cversioti of the lid is unconfieeted with 
any considerable influtamatren,; and, from 
lis long contirmance, may fee considered as 
* chrohife disease. Thfe only caution neces- 
sary r& fe^ attended to, by thoiBe who pep- 
fbrm lire opetatmn, is. to avoid wounding 
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the cartik^nous edge of the Kd, lest it kave^ 
after the cure, a notcii or depresoipn on this 
parL* 

The Opthaimy is sometimes accoitapamed 
with an oedema of the upper eye-lid ; in 
which case the tiiidcness of the lid is so 
CQDsidenible, that the patient ia unable ta 
raise it> and consequently, so long as the 
thickness continues, it is impossible to 
obtain an accurate knowledge of the state 
of the eye* In such instances a few pund* 
tores, made with a lancet on the outside, 
and near to the edge of the lids, will cause 
the discharge of a bloody water, which will 
greatly, and often instantly, diminish its 
siae, and will render the application df suit- 
able remedies to the eye itself much tfiore 
e^^tual than they could have bein before 
tbis was done. 

Bleeding, by some of the modes now 
mentioned, and in a greater or less quan- 
tity, seems to be necessary in raoBt cases of 

♦ IbflTe n^viBf yethad otcasioti to-perforift the opertt5on, 
tlM has bfen vec^tun^nded by Mr. Adatns> of duttmg off abcmt ^ 
a quarter of ao inch of the Tarsus, together with a poriion of 
the tumefied Coijunctiva^ and afterwards coofiniog the sides of 
theiRToikd iit^ life IVmus b^ a suture. 
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the Ophthalmj^ and makes no small part 
of the cure: This however, great as its 
utility is, will not suffice of itself; but must 
be aided by other means, which I shall now 
specify. 

The use of blisters is admitted by almost 
every writer on the subject ; but there have 
ever been different opinions concerning the 
part, to which they should be applied* 
Hoffman thinks the feet the most proper ; 
and relates, that a blister, applied on the 
nape of the neqk, had been found by him 
to increase the pain in the eyes ; whilst one 
applied to the feet gave relief, as soon as 
the discharge took place. Pouteau, on the 
contrary, would, in all cases, have them 
placed as near the diseased part as possible. 
In short, medical authors have difiered in no* 
thing more, than in their ideas on the utility 
of what is called Derivation apd Revulsion. 
Botb these terms suppose a discharge, and 
differ only in the part from wbicb the dis^ 
charge is procured ; which, in the former, 
is as near as possible to the seat of the dis- 
order; and in the latter, at the greatest 
possible distance from it. Now from what 
we know of the laws of circulation^ in 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of the OphtTwlmy. 43 

common subjects^ it should seem, that a 
discharge from any one part of the body 
would take off equally, or in proportion^ 
from every part ; and, consequently, would 
produce that diminution of the whole 
quantity, from which alone any benefit 
could be expected. Yet this reasoning will 
by no means apply in all cases, where some 
one part of the body is singly affected : for 
numberless instances might be adduced 
from the best practical authors, of the effi^ 
cacy both of Derivation and Revulsion, in 
various external, as well as internal, com- 
plaints. So far, however, as my own expe- 
rience has gone in cases of this kind, the 
benefits produced by Derivation have been 
much greater than those by Revulsion : and 
it is, accordingly, a fact fully verified by prapr 
tice, that the greater the Derivation is, and the 
nearer to the inflamed eye, the more consider^ 
able are the benefits produced by it; whether 
the discharge be pf the serous, or of thp 
sanguineous kind. For these reasons, wheqi 
the leeches have fallen off, and the conse- 
quent haemorrhage has ceased, I have often 
^dyised ^blister, of the size of half a crown, 
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to be applied on the temples, directly avpr 
the orifices made by the leeches ; and I have 
Ibund, that the sooner the blister has fol^ 
lowed the bleeding, the more efScacious both 
have proved. 

When the Ophthalmy has been very se* 
irere, and all the common methods of relief 
have failed, the most beneficial effects have 
also sometimes been produced by the appU«- 
cation of a blister, large enough to cover 
the whole head. Nor is this by any meane 
Inconsistent with the opinion above advancecl 
respecting Derivation and Revulsion; the 
increased discharge from a blister of this si^e 
on the head, being more than sufficient to 
^counterbalance any little disadvantage whidli 
«iay attend it, in point of distance from the 
part aifected. 

When the Ophthalmy is accompanied, or 
when it has been preceded, by an eruption 
of piistules on the hairy part of the head, 
(whiph circumstances are by no means nn^ 
common in children,) it will be pt*c^)er td 
shave the head once or twice every week; 
and after cleaning it, morning and evenings 
either with milk and butter, ^v wi*h «og^ 
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said water, to keep it covered with an oiled 
silk cap, which should be applied each time 
(ky aiid warm. The cap promotes a copi- 
ous perspiration from the pores of the head : 
aad sometimes occasions an increase in the 
eruption of pustules. In this way it forms 
a powerful derivation from the eye, and h^ 
fre^ently alSbrded very great assistance 
towards the cure of the Ophtbalmy. If the 
eruption on the head under this treatment 
hecome so considerable as to give trouble, 
which very rarely happens, the number of 
pustulies may be lessened by embrocating 
them with the expressed juice of houseleek^ 
mixed with an equal proportion of cream, 
or by a solution of soft soap in water, and 
then by covering the head with a piece of 
singed linen under the cap. 

Through the whole progress of the dis- 
wder, every thing that can heat or irritate 
should be carefully avoided; the cooling and 
antiphlogistic regimen should be used ; with 
gentle laxatives to keep the body open. At 
the same time, the patient is to be guarded 
with no less care against strong purges, 
which have often been employed, in this 
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and many other complaints, without aft- 
swering any other end, than that of lower* 
ing and weakening the habit. Hippocrates, 
it is true, has said, that a diarrhoea, or flux 
of the lower belly, was a cure for the Oph- 
thalmy : but, by this, he must be supposed 
to mean, either a diarrhoea^ which takes 
place with9ut the interference of physic at 
all ; or one, according to the explication of 
Riverius, that is produced by the mildest 
medicines, and such as restrain the fever of 
the blood. 

It must- be observed, however, that in 
consequence of the close sympathy between 
the eyes and the bowels, when the latter 
are loaded with slimy faeces, they not . only 
prove a nidus for worms of various sorts, 
but occasion, not unfrequently, among other 
symptoms, an inflammation of the eyes. 
From this circumstance the Ophthalmy in 
children is sometimes incurable, until active 
purges are administered, thoroughly to 
cleanse the primae viae; and for this pur- 
pose I do not know any medicine more 
eflectual than a few grains of Calomel, 
given at bed time, and ten or fifteen grains 
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of Jalap on the following morning. The 
dose of these medicines should be suffi- 
ciently powerful to procure four or five 
copious stools; and it is generally requisite 
to repeat the purge three or four times, and 
sometimes oftener, in quick succession. But 
it should be remembered that the object, 
in administering such remedies, is solely to 
evacuate the morbid contents of the stomach 
and bowels, and by no means to debilitate 
the general system. Good broth, or beef 
tea, should therefore be given during the 
time of their operation; and afterwards 
preparations of the Peruvian bark, or of 
steel mixed with myrrh, will be found of 
use to strengthen the general habit.* 

Besides the methods of cure above recom- 
mended, some locsd applications are neces- 
saryw I would particularly recommend the 
Vinum Opii of the London Pharmacopoeia; 

* The hairy sabstance that grows on the outside of the pod 
of the Dolichos Pruriens, or Cowhage, has been employed 
with great advantage^ when mixed with syrup, in the West 
Indies and in other places, to promote the expulsion of worms 
of different kinds. See a tract on this subject written by Mr* 
Cbamberlayne, surgeon in London. 
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a medicine composed of Opium and warm 
aromatics, dissolved in wine. The power 
of Opium, when inwardly taken, to ease 
pain and induce sleep, has been long 
known : but its external use is absolutely 
forbidden by some very respectable persons 
of tbe medical profession. Galen relates, 
that a gladiator was killed by a plaster of 
Opium applied to the head : and other 
authors have said, that blindness and deaf- 
ness were caused by its application to the 
eyes and ears. Experience, however, 
makes directly against these assertions; 
and proves, beyond contradiction, the great 
efficacy of its outward use in a variety of 
cases. In the Ophthalmy, particularly, I 
have found the Vinum Opii,* wherein 

♦ In the first Edition of this work published in the year 1780, 
I particularly recommended the Thebaic Tincture^ which was 
the only Tincture of 0|Mum directed in tbe Phannacopcsia 
of the London College of Physicians, published in 1745, 
then in u^e. In the three subsequent Editions of this work 
I continued to recommend the Thebaic Tincture, because tho 
College, in the Pharmacopoeia published in 1788» entirely 
4>mitted this Tincture, and introduced in its place tbeTinctura 
Opii, which being composed of spirits instead of wine was too 
•atrong for general use as an application to the eye. In the laat 
Edition of the London Phflrmacopceia published in 1809i tlw 
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Opium is the prinoipal ingredtent, to be 
eminentlj serviceable: and the fnode in' 
which I have applied it, has beto to drop 
one drop of it into the eye, (or rather to 
place one drop of it in the caVity that is 
made by the junction of the eye-lids near 
the nose, and to allow it to glide gradually 
on the eye, by gently drawing down thfe 
lower lid,) once or twice a day, according 
as the symptoms were more or less violent* 
When first applied, it causes a isharp pain^ 
accompanied with a copious flow of tears^ 
which continues a few minutes add gradually 
abates ; after whidi, a great and remarkab^ 
degree of ease generally succeeds. 
The ii^ammation is ofiten visibly abated 

College bat again introduced a rinous Tincture of Opiam under 
the name of Vinum Opii, which only di£Fers from the Thebaic 
nocture by containing a Attalter proportion of Opium. Its 
efiectt on the Eye in cases of the Oph thorny are> however^ so 
similar to that of the Thebaic Tincture, that it may be safely 
tubstituted for this latter medicine in general practice. The 
bl'owingi is the mode in which the Vinum Opii is directed to 
be composed. 

$U Extracti Opii unciam 

Cinnamomi Cor ti(^is contosl 

Caryopbillorum contusorum^ siogalorum drachmam* 

Vini octarium. 
Macera per dies octo, et cola» 

E 
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by only one application of this tincture; and 
many bad cases have been completely cured 
by it in less than a fortnight, after every 
other kind of remedy had been used for 
weeks, and sometimes months, without any 
success. But this speedy good effect is not 
to be expected in all cases indiscriminately. 
In some, the amendment is more slow and 
gradual, requiring the tincture to be made 
use of for a much longer time; and a few 
instances have occurred, in which no relief 
at all was obtained from its first application. 
In cases of the latter kind, in which the 
complaint is generally recent, the eyes ap- 
pear shining and glossy, and fedl exquisite 
pain from the rays of light However, not- 
withstanding these symptoms, the application 
is sometimes found to succeed; and whether 
it will or not, can only be determined by 
making the trial ; which is attended with no 
other inconvenience than the momentary 
pain it gives. When it is found to produce 
no good effect, the use of it must be 
suspended, until evacuations, and other pro- 
per means, have diminished the excessive 
irritation; after which, it may again be 
applied, and bids equally fair for success 
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as in those instances in which it never dis* 
agreed. 

Though I have said^ that Opium is the 
basis of the Vinum Opii, it is yet necessary 
to observe, that the manner in which it is 
here prq^red is that, on which its efficacy 
not a little depends. I have several times 
applied a strong solution of Opium in water 
without any success. The pain, indeed^ 
was sometimes lessened for a while, but the 
inflammation always remained in its full 
force, as if nothing had been done. 

I have also occasionally made the expe- 
riment of the sole application of the other 
principal ingredient, which is mountain 
wine. But this I found, while it produced 
a still stronger irritation in the eye, and of 
much longer continuance^ than the tincture> 
was seldom followed with any kind of 
benefit* 

Having thus satisfied myself, that neither 
of the ingredients, in their separate state, 
was able to give the rcJlief which they did 
when combined in the tincture^ I have for a 
long time past confined myself almost wholly 
to the use of the latter; and I am war- 
ranted, from repeated experience, to recom- 

E 2 
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mend it, with the helps and cautions above 
given, as a most efiectual application in thin 
disorder. 

It ought to be remarked, however, that 
when the Ophthalmy is accompanied with a 
violent pain in the head, as well as in the 
eye, a strong decoction of poppy heads, ap- 
plied as a fomentatiiH), hsA sometimes been 
joined with great advantage to the use of 
the Vinum Opii, and of the other remedies 
that are above recommended. If the habit 
be much relaxed^ a fourth part, a third> or 
even a half> of brandy, or of spirit of wine, 
may be added to the fomentation ; and after 
the pain is somewhat abated^ compresses^ 
wet with a mixture of equal parts of braadyv 
veijuiee, and water, and •ometimes of brandy 
alone> bound on the %yts^ during the nigh^ 
have produced very essential service. In a 
few instances also, where there has appeared 
to be a considerable torpor in the vessels of ^ 
the Conjunctiva, I have known a fumiga* 
tion of eyebright mixed with one fourth 
part of tobacco to afibrd very manif^t 
relief. 

It may be expected, that I should say 
something of the manner ia which the 
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Vinam Opii operates, when applied for the 
cure of the Ophthalmy. I have found it 
very difficult to satisfy myself in this particu- 
lar, but shall si^mit the following thoughts 
to the jtid^ment of the faculty. 

Its first obvious effect is the same with 
that of every other stimulus; which is, to 
cause pain and heat in the eye: at which 
time, if Ae eye be carefully inspected, the 
number as well as magnitude of the blood- 
^'essels will appear to be increased. At the 
same time a flux of tears will be excited 
from the lachrymal gland; and, it may be, 
an additional secretion of fluids fi*om those 
exhaling pores, of which the Tunica Con^^ 
junctiva is full The discharge it occasions 
may be considered as a derivation, made 
immediately from the diseased part, by 
which it is somewhat emptied and disbur- 
dened. The severity of the stimulus does 
not continue long, and as soon as it is gone 
off, the eye becomes perfectly easy, and the 
blood-vessels will be fbund, on inspecting 
them, not only to be less than th^ were on 
the first operation of the medicine, but 
much less than before it was applied at a^ : 
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and the consequent ease and tranquillity of 
the eye may, in part, arise from the dis- 
charge which the medicine has occasioned, 
but inorc, from the known specific power 
of the opium, to take off irritability and 
relieve pain. 

The quantity of spirit permitted by the 
College to be added to vinous tinctures, to 
hinder them from passing into a state of 
fermentation, is only in the proportion of 
about one-twentieth part of the whole. If 
such a permission be accurately regarded, I 
do not believe that the stimulative effects of 
the Vinum Opii will be essentially increased 
by it; but having procured this medicine 
from different druggists, I haye observed so 
great a difierence in the pain it has occa- 
sioned, when applied to an inflamed eye, 
that I cannot help thinking the permission 
of the College has been received with too 
great a latitude. It may be proper however 
to reinark, that a portion of the same tinc- 
ture, which at first was highly pungent, has 
been found to lose much of its stimulative 
power after being kept a few months, and 
bas then been applied with ^dv^ntage il\ 
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many cases of the Ophtbalmy, although at 
first it was observed manifestly to disagree 
with them* 

The pain, which the application of the 
Yinum Opii occasions^ depends again in no 
small degree on the mode in which it is 
applied. If, as has before been stated, the 
eye-lids be held open, and several drops be 
dropped on the ball of the eye from a con- 
siderable height, which has not unfrequently 
been done by persons unaccustomed to its 
use, -the pain which it gives will be much 
greater than if a drop of it be placed in the 
cavity, which is made by the junction of 
the 'eye-lids near the nose, and then the 
lids be separated, either by drawing up 
the tipper, or by drawing down the lower, 
so that the drop may' glide gradually over 
the eye* 

Much of the pain which this application 
produces depends also on the state of the 
eye iminediately before it is used. It most 
commonly happens that an inflamed eye, on 
being inspected, becomes watery; and if the 
eye be suffused in tears when the tincture 
is applied, its pungency will be much less 
felt than if it be quite dry. For this reason^ 
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aiaaoDg others^ an advantage has not unfre* 
qiiently been obtained by applying the Un- 
guentum Hydrargyri Nitrati to the edges of 
tine eye-Uds prior to the applica^tion of the 
Vinuiji Qp»- For* notwithstanding th^^ 
ointment is, % 3tin;iulajti^ remedyf it is less 
pungent, if acgurajfeely used> th^n the The- 
baic Tinctwse; and in cplkse<i«ence of its 
e3iciting a considerable iSecretion of tears, 
the actipn of the tinctur^i will be much, less 
powerful after its use th«n it would have 
been before; and I have repeatedly tboughtji 
in this wsy of applying it, it baa been equally 
if not more beneficial. 

Though the aboye-mentioned salutary ef- 
fects are in general experienced, and in a 
v;ery remarkable degree, from the applica- 
tion of the Vinum Opii, in cases of the 
Opthalmy, nevertheless, instances will some- 
times occur, i», which, without any consi- 
derable appe^ranqe of inflammation, the pain 
both in the bfsad; andeye continue violent, 
ei^en. after the genial fever is removed, and' 
so as to resist the united power of this most 
efficacipus anodyne, tho\^h; taken inwandly, 
as well as applied, outwardly, and used in 
Ijoth w^ys with reguliurify 4nd frecjdom^^ 

5 
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The pain femitsj, an(d sofxi^times wholly 
intermits, at ^tp^ted periods, usuaMy return^ 
ing wiAt. iflcre^eil vioknce every itigiw. 
Ih $w:h C03CJS, the internal parts of the eyo 
sjeeqi to he pri wipally aiflfected ; and In soow 
of the JBore obstinate ones^ where a greats 
variety of cither remedies had heen tried 
m vdksiy I haye occasionally had recourse to 
the HydraiigyruQ Muriates; which, taken 
inwardly in %msJik doses> has been attended 
>rith considemhk and speedy success* With 
this medicine I have not imfrequently 
prescribed the Decoctum Sarsaparillae CoaoH 
posituoa^ oi which a laiige cupful should be 
given three or four times in tfoe course of 
the day,* 

* When the .int^fzuil parts of the eye are iuBamed, ooagu-* 
labia lymph is very apt to be deposited in different parts 
of the Jris 3 sometimes it is effused in the anterior chamber 
of the aqueous hamour -, and at other times the aperture of 
the pupil is contracted or closed by its lodgement between 
the posterior surface of the Iris^ and the anterior portion of 
the capsule of the crystalline humour. The treatment of 
the Hypopion wiU be considered in a subsequent part of these 
retnarks* The cpxitractiou and clpsure of the pupil, whicU 
are threateped whenever the Iris is inflamed, deipand power- 
fully evacuating remedies ; together with the free and long 
coDtipued use of mercurial medicines^ ifi as not unfrequently, 
(lappens in such cases^^ there be reason to suspect that a syphU^ 
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It may perhaps be recollected by the 
reader, that in the observations which I 
published on the scrophulous and intermit- 
tent Ophthalmy in the year 1792, which 
were annexed to others relative to the Epi- 
phora or Watery Eye, I took particular 
pains to recommend the internal use of 
the Hydrargyrus Muriatus, in preference 
to that of the Cortex Peruvianus, in those 
cases of the Ophthalmy where the symp- 
toms intermit; and I adduced at that 
time several cases to exemplify its superior 
power. Much subsequent experience has 
contributed to confirm the good opinion I 
then entertained of this medicine; and I 
have the satisfaction to add that in a great 
variety of such cases I have afforded the 
most striking relief by means of it, after 
the Cortex Peruvianus and various other 
medicines had been found totally incom- 

Htic poison, more or less recent, lurk in the constitution* It 
is often also essentially useful, in such cases, to apply to the 
eye, two or three times in the day, a few drops of a solu- 
tion of half a dram of the extract of Belladonna in half an 
ounce of water, this solution possessing the singular properly, 
ef not only causing the pupil to dilate when the |ris is healthy, 
b«t o( hindering the contraction of this aperture ^hen the 
Jris is dise98ed« 
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peteht for this purpose. The remark I 
then made is perfectly correct, that this 
medicine has also been singularly useful in 
several cases where the inflammation of 
the eye followed putrid and nervous fevers. 
The inflammation in these cases, though 
small in appearance, is generally attended 
with a deep seated pain in the orbit, which 
is much increased during the night; with 
a peculiar dulness in the transparent parts 
of the eye, and with considerable general 
debility. But though, on this latter ac- 
count, those remedies are highly proper 
which tend to recruit the constitution, yet 
I have rarely observed that, unaided bj 
other means, they have been sufficient to 
remove the disorder of the eye. A few 
instances have, indeed, occurred, in which 
the Cortex Peruvianus, and even Opium, 
administered in large doses, and at small 
distances of time, have afforded speedy 
and great assistance; and some of these 
will be described with minuteness among 
the following cases ; but I feel it my duty 
to caution against the hasty adoption of 
this remedy, since the instances, in which 
it is likely to prove useful, are extremely 
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rare, and if it be improperly employed, 
in such large doses> it will increase the 
inflammation and much aggravate all the 
symptoms. 

In peculiarly irritable eyes, and especially 
when the Ophthalmy is accompanied with 
a frequent sneezing or ccmghing, I have 
observed, after the acute inflammatory 
symptoms have abated, that small doses of 
Opium, such as two grains of the Pulvia 
Ipecacuanhee compositus, or four or five 
drops of the Tinctura Opii, or a few grains 
of the Succus Cicutae Spissatus, taken in- 
ternally, once or twice in the day, have 
greatly contributed to remove the weak- 
ness of this organ. During their use, cos- 
tiveness should be avoidbd by occasionally 
giving mildly laxative medicines* 

A solution of the Hydraigyrus Muriatus 
in distilled water, m the proportion of one 
grain to four ounces, has been recommended 
by some authors, as a good outward ap- 
plication in all ophthalmic case^^ but par- 
ticularly in those of a vena:«al kind. This, 
the same authors have observed, will be 
found generally useful in removing films 
^od 'Catcrescences from the Gomea. I have 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of the Ophthdmy. 6l 

made trial of it for the purpose last men- 
tioned^ in the proportion of a grain to a 
pint of water, and haye sometimes found 
it to be very effectual. In cases where 
the film has not penetrated fodow the sur- 
&ce, it has been soon removed; though in 
others, where the complaint has gone 
deeper in the Cornea, the cure has required 
a longer time. In cases of the latter kind, 
it will not only be proper to use the solu- 
tion of the Hydraigyrus Muriatus, but to 
touch the opaque part once in a day with 
the Unguentum Hydrargyri Nitrati, which 
last is to be applied wajrm, on the point of 
a small pencil brush. 

Before I proceed farther, it may not be 
improper to remaric, that in consequence 
of the incautiotts manner in which lotions 
ore applied to the eyes, it too often happens 
that they are incapable of producing uxiy 
effect whatever. Tliis it is evident must 
be very much the case if their application 
be confined solely to the external parts of 
the eye4ids. To obviate such disappoint- 
ments, instruments have been invented 
adapted to the shape of the eye, which 
may be purchased at almost every glass 
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sbop^ or china shop, in London, under the 
name of eye-glasses, or eye-cups; by ap- 
plying the lotion in which, the liquor ne- 
cssarily passes over the eye, and is brought 
into contact with every part of its surface. 
In some instances, however, and particu- 
larly when the eye is much inflamed, the. 
weight of the contained liquor, and the 
suction produced by the cup, have occa- 
i^ned considerable uneasiness. On these 
accounts, I think it in general better, if a 
warm application be proper, to apply it in 
the form of a fomentation, taking care 
that the eye-lids^ be occasionally opened 
during its use that the eye may receive the 
vapor; — and, if a cold one be preferred, 
to dab the edges of the eye-lids with it by 
means of a sponge or a soft piece of old 
linen, two or three times in the day, — or 
to drop a little of it into the cavity that 
is formed on the side of the nose where 
the eye-lids unite, from which, when the 
lids are opened, if the head be inclined 
backward, it will naturally glide down on 
tfie eye, and pass over every part of it. 

It is a question of no small moment, and 
perhaps has not been sufficiently attended 
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to by surgeons^ whether a lotion should be 
applied to the eye warm or cold. It has 
been a usually received opinion that warm 
applications relax and weaken those parts 
to which they are applied; and, on the 
contrary, that cold applications have a ten- 
dency to brace and strengthen them. But 
though this observation be sometimes just, 
it is by no means universally true. Weak- 
ness is not unfrequently the result of pain ; 
and whatever removes pain, in the same 
proportion contributes to give strength. 
Weakness, again, is sometimes occasioned 
by too great fulness, not merely in those 
vessels which convey red blood, but like- 
wise in the lymphatic vessels, and* often 
also in the glands that are connected with 
the surface of the body, and the ducts that 
carry off the secretions of these glands; — 
and whatever tends to diminish the fulness 
of these parts, or to carry off the sub- 
stances that are morbidly lodged in them, 
contributes, in the same proportion, to in- 
crease their strength. In some of these 
ways I presume it is that the application 
of hot water to the eye is frequently use- 
ful, not only when it is in a state of in- 
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fiattitnation and pait)> but when the ciliarf 
glands are enlarged, and when they secrete 
lin acrimoniou& or glutinoi» humour; which 
humour adhering to tiie orifices of the 
liucts as it padseB through them, formd 
more or less of gum on the edges of the 
eye-lids> and causes them to stick together 
M^ien they have been long in contact 
Weakness, again, is sometimes the result 
of too great ti^tness or stiffness in those 
elastic parts which are formed for a greater 
Of less degree of contractile aption; and 
whatever tends to restore the power of 
contraction of these parts, contributes to 
increade their strength and promote thdr 
usefulness. In this Way I account for the 
utility of the application of hot water 
when the eye feels morbidly dry;— and 
also when it begins to lose its power of 
accommodating itself to the view of near 
objects; a change which takes place in 
most eyes that are not naturally short- 
sighted, as persons advance in life, and 
which it is probable in some degree dc-* 
pends on the too great tension of the Cor* 
nea, and its inability to acquire that in^ 
cre:ised convexity which it is necessary it 
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should have, in order to enable it duly to 
refract the rays of light when they come 
from near objects. 

Usefbl, however, as hot applications un- 
doubtedly often are, it . should not be for- 
gotten, on the contrary, that in those cases 
where the weakness of the eye is accom- 
panied with a morbid secretion of tears, 
without much inflammation; — ^and, some- 
times, in those also where the lachrymal 
secretioii is accompanied with an increased 
acrimonious discharge from the ciliary 
glands; which discharge excoriates the 
edges of the eye-lids, and makes them ad-^ 
here together when they have been long 
in contact, as during the time of sleeping; 
coM applications, and those which possess 
a degree of astringency, such as the Zincum 
Vitriolatum, Cerussa Acetata, Ldpis Tutise, 
and Lapis Calaminaris, (and particularly five 
or six grains of the Zincum Vitriolatum 
mixed with an equal quantity of the Cerussa 
Acetata, and four ounces of the Aqua Ho* 
rum Sambuci,) have a^rded very essential 
assistance* — ^But in the composition of re- 
medies for the eye where insoluble bodies 
are employed, 'whether they be in the form 
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of cnntments, Or that of lotions^ it is of 
great importance always to remember that 
they should be reduced to an impalpable 
powder ; — ^and in general it is desirable that 
aqueous mixtures should be passed through 
filtering paper before they are sent to be 
used by the patient. 

It has been said, page 14, that specks or 
opacities in the Cornea, under certain cir- 
cumstances, seem not to admit of any re- 
medy. I would now beg leave to explain 
myself a little further on this head. Every 
one knows^ that the slighter films, which 
show themselves on the Cornea during an 
Ophthalmy,^ often disappear, as the Oph- 
thalmy goes off. And this has sometimes 
been the case, even with regard to those 
opacities, which, during the Ophthalmy, 
seemed to cover the Pupil entirely, and 
almost the whole of the Cornea. But, as 
I said above, all opacities of the Cornea 
are not capable of receiving this relief. 
Some specks arising from diflcrent causes, 
seem to enter so far into its texture as to 
alter its very nature. Such, in particular, 
are those produced by pustules, which. form 
upon the Cornea, during the small-pox ; 
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tiot only occupying the outer surface, buft 
penetrating to its inmost lamina. Never- 
theless, it will sometimes so happen, even 
in these cases, that the opacity does not 
obtain equally, in every part, as ftr as the 
speck goes. Of consequence, where the 
opacity was least, it has gone off soonest; 
but the darker parts have also in tithe, in 
many instances, received full relief: and 
where the speck could not be wholly re- 
moved, the size of it has been much 
lessened. It must be allowed that nature, 
in such cases, has been known to work its 
own cure, without the aid of any foreign 
assistance whatsoever; but it is as true, 
that some applications have, from their 
own specific quality, so direct a tendency 
to disperse any matter which may be the 
cause of obstruction, as must render it, 
in all cases, greatly desirable that nature 
should be assisted; both for the sake of 
facilitating and forwarding the cure. And 
to such assistance, it is to be very much 
attributed, that, in some instances, specks, 
which had remained long after the inflam- 
mation was gone off, have been removed; 
but which probably, hiad nature been left 
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to itself, would have always remaunecL I 
have before notiGed the solution of Hyv 
dbrai^yrus Munatus, and the Unguentum 
Hydrargyri Nitrati, as good outward appln 
eations in the cases last described Both 
these preparations unite in producing the 
effects of a temporary inflammation, accom** 
panied with an increased flow of tears* 
These seem to be not unlikely means fbir 
carrying off any opaque particles lodged in 
the Cornea, and restoring it to its natural 
transparency. In much the same way, the 
Thebaic Tincture has not uncommonly 
been found useful in similar eases. The 
Pulvis Vitri and Saccharum Album have 
also been much used for the same pur* 
pose, and are in such cases blown upon the 
specks, or rubbed over them by means of 
a brush. But these last, are much \t» 
active than the applications before men- 
tioned, and they seem to operate chiefly, 
if not solely, by the friction they make on 
the Cornea. 

Notwithstanding the usual cause of an 
opacity of the Cornea is, as has been ol>* 
served above, an inflanmiation of the eye, 
yet a similar opacity haa^ taken place, in 
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some instances, with very little inflamma^ 
tion, and in others without any appearance 
of it whatsoever. In the third edition of 
the Ophthalmy, which was publbhed in the 
jear 179^^ I mentioned two cases of this 
idnd which had come under my care. One 
in a child who had a marked scrophulous 
constitution ; and the other in a young wo^ 
man> who laboured under a menstrual ob* 
itruction. In both these patients the dis- 
<»'der in the eye was accompanied with 
tnuch general debility; on which account^ 
l^tepsurations of bark and steel were ad- 
ministered internally: and with the use c£ 
these medicines half a grain of Calomel 
Was joined, whidi was given every night 
at bed time. The chief local applicailions 
that were used we« the citrine ointment 
and powdered sugar. Blisters were occa^ 
monally put behind the ears; and, in the 
instance of the young woman^ three leecheB 
were applied to the temple, cmce every week 
for a month. By these means, in the latter 
case the opaque matter was wholly ab- 
sorbed ; and, in the former its progress was 
stopped, and the sight preserved. 
Since that time I have attended sevenf 
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^^ases of a similar kind, some of whidi 
were relieved by a similar mode of treat- 
ment, but others received no. essential 
assistance from it; tod in these last, I 
was at length obliged to perform an opera- 
tion for their cure, which will bfe parti- 
cularly described in the 1 4th, and two fol- 
lowing cases. 

* It may be of uise to remind the reader 
here, that in elderly persons an opacity not 
unfrequently appears round the whole cir- 
cumference of the. Cornea, without any 
previous disease whatever ; and the opacity 
sometimes extends so far forward as to 
leave, very little more than the aperture of 
the pupil quite clear. This change in the 
structure of the Cornea has been described 
by authors under the name of Gerontoxon, 
or Arcus Senilis, It has been the cause of 
great ajlarm to many; bijt, if it be uncon-* 
nected with inflammation of the eye, I 
iiave never known it seriously to afiect the 
sight. It is therefore needless* to recom^ 
mend miy remedies for it. — In a few in- 
stances I have known a similar opacity to 
take place in the Cornea of young persons ; 
and io oae, after the Arcug Senilis had beea 
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some time formed^ a slight Ophthalmj 
ensued; in consequence of which, the 
opacity spiread so far forward on one side 
of the Cornea, as essentially to injure 
vision. In this case, on examining the 
eye, I perceived a cluster of blood vessels 
passing over the Conjunctiva, and terminat- 
ing in the Cornea on that side where the 
opacity extended furthest over the pupil. 
1 immediately removed a portion of these 
vessels with a curved pair of sdssars, 
having first raised them with a small for-- 
ceps. When this was done, a vessel was 
perceived which lay deeper than the rest, 
and penetrated evidently into the substance 
of the Sclerotica. This vessd I divided 
transversely with the point of a lancet; 
and a copious haemorrhage ensued. The^ 
good efiects of the operation were imme* 
diately perceived by the patient, who at 
once distinguished objects much more dis« 
tinctly than she had been able to do for 
a considerable time before; and afterwards, 
by the use of common antiphlogistic re- 
medies, the in^mmation was soon sub- 
bed, and the sight perfectly restored. 
Whilst speaking on the subject of opa 
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oities in. the Cornea* which come without 
way preceding Ophtfaalmy^ it may be pro-' 
per to ofasenre> that a small speck som^ 
times forms in the centre of this tunic, 
without any previous inflammation, ia those 
peculiar cases in which the Cornea under^ 
goes a change £ro^ its round figure^ and 
assumes a oomcal or sugar^oaf shape. In 
consequence af this alteration in the figure 
of the eye, it not only becomes myopical, 
but the rays of light are refracted in so ir« 
l^c^lar a manner^ that the sight even of 
near objects is confused and imperfect. 
This is mside much worfie when a specks 
fis has just been mentioned, forms in its 
oentre« The remedies abore recommended 
foe opacities i^f the Cornea are undoubtedly 
jffoper to he used here; but I fear they 
wiU seldom be £rand to avail much, so 
Itmg as the morbid projection continues 
unsubdued For the cure of this I hzre^ 
tried at different times a great varie^ of 
remedies. In some instances I have punc-^ 
tured the Corner and evacuated the aque«< 
pus humour; after whidi, by the appli-?* 
cation of thick compresses on the outsidn^ 
pf the eye-lids, I have endectvoured to coun-r 
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tenet the morbid propensitj; but when this 
humour has been regeaerated, which usually 
takes place in a short space of time, the 
Cornea has always resumed its projecting 
figure. Hie greatest relief I have hitherto 
given, has been by the application of a few 
drops of a strong infusion of tobacco ; by a 
perseverance in the use of which remedy, 
three or four times every day, the conical 
appearance of the eye has, in a few instan- 
ces, been diminished, and the patient s sight 
greatly mended. 

Under the circumstance of blood's being 
extfavasated under the Tunica Conjunctiva^ 
the application of JBther has often been an 
effi^tual remedy. A few drops are to be 
poured into the palm of the hand, and dtf* 
fused over it; which will be immediately: 
done by pressing the other hand against it. 
The hand is then to be applied to the eye, 
and kept so close to it, that the spirit, as it 
evaporates, may act on the blood, that is 
forced from its right channel, and it will 
acxderate its absorption. 

In a few instances of this kind, as like- 
wise of that species of Ophthalmy which is' 
oillpd Chemosia, where the swelling as well 
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as the inflammation of the Conjunctiva have 
been considerable> I have also found that 
the following application has afforded great 
service. 

|U Interiorum foliorum recentiuni 
LactucsB Sessilis uncias duas. 

Coque^ cum Aq. Pur. drachma una^ la 
txdneo marisk, per sextam partem horse 5 tunc 
expriraatur succus^ et ssepe applicetur paululum ad 
oculum et ad palpebras. 

The application of sea water, in some 
such cases, has also much promoted the 
absorption of the extravasated blood. 

When matter is collected in the anterior 
chamber of the aqueous humour, if the 
quantity be not considerable, the means 
above recommended for the Ophthalmy, vi- 
gorously applied, will, in common, be found 
sufficient for the purpose of absorbing it; 
and its absorption will be sometimes pro- 
moted by dropping into the eye, once or 
twice in the course of the day, a few grains 
of powdered sugar. But if the quantity be 
large, or if, where the collection is smaller, 
it be found, under the use of absorbent 
means, to increase inst^d of diminishing, it 
will then be necessary, without delay, to 
make an incision through the inferior part 
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of the Cornea, in order to discbarge it. 
This incision will be best performed in 
the manner used for dividing the Comeaj^ 
in the operation of extracting the Cataract. 

Uiider the present complaint, it should^ 
however, be particularly attended to, that 
the point of the knife is to enter the Cornea 
about one tienth of an inch above the sur- 
face of the collected matter ; which is highly 
necessary to its being carried on both with 
ease and certainty. And from a neglect of 
this circumstance in introducing the knife, 
it has not uncommonly happened, that the 
operator has found himself deceived; having 
carried bis knife no further than betweeiv 
the lamina of the Cornea, when he expected 
to have penetrated through it. 

In some cases, matter, after having been 
discbai^ed by the operation, has again col- 
lected in the same part; and, ii^ a few in<» 
stances, this has been repeated several times: 
the best expedient for preventing vyhich, is 
to take care that the first incision of the 
Cornea be sufficiently large. But should 
matter form after the first owning, to what- 
ever cawse it be owing, it will be abso^ 
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lutely necessary to repeat the operation; 
and this> as often as there shall be found 
occasion. \ 

I cannot dismiss the suli^ect above treated 
of without entering a caution against delay- 
ing the operation, whenever it becomes ne- 
cessary; as such delay, if continued for any 
considerable time, may issue in the total 
destruction of the Cornea, and, of conse* 
^juence, the irrecoverable loss of sight. And 
even after the sight is gone, the great injury 
done to the eye, by the general suppuration 
which has been suffered to take place in it, 
may be the source of continued additional 
and extreme pain. In this last and worst 
stage of the complaint, should it unfortu^ 
nately have arisen to this height, nodiing 
remains, but to open a way for the discharge 
of the morbid matter, together with the 
vitiated humours, either by making a large 
aperture sideways through all the tunics of 
the eye, or, if the diseased state of the 
Cornea make it necessary, by removing the 
whole of its anterior portion; after wbic^, 
what remains of the tunics will of course 
subside to the bottom of the orbit, and a 
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Tacancj will be left, which, if desired, may 
be supplied bj the introduction of an artifi- 
cial eye.* 

It may be expected that I should say some* 
thing here on the subject of the Unguis or 
Pterygion. This, however, cannot properly 
be considered as an efiect of the Ophthalmy, 
because though it occasionally accompanies 
the Ophthalmy, it is also often unconnected 
with any symptons of inflammation. It is 
defined by authors to be a vascular excres-^ 
cence; and it usually commences from an 
opaque point on the inner side of the circum- 
ference of the Cornea: whence it is con- 
tinued in a triangular shape towards the 
internal angle of the eye-lids. Sometimes it 
appears also on the outer side of the Cornea; 
and occasionally, both on the inner and 
outer. Although its commencement be 
usually from a point in the circumference of 
this tunic, the opaque part creeps gradually 



^ I have several times been requested ^ remove the anterior 
portion of the qre> not only when the opaque and prominent 
Cornea has occasioned pain by its unequal pressure against the 
^e-lids; but sometimes solely for the purpose of removing the 
deformity it had occasioned^ and in order to make a way for 
Ae intredoction of an artificial eye* 
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fprward ; and I have seen the terminatiofl of 
two excrescences, one on the ihner and the 
other on the outer side of the Cornea, meet 
exactly in its centre, and so as nearly to 
destroy the sight. The Unguis appears to 
be occasioned by a fold or puckering of the 
Tunica Conjunctiva, and not by any adven- 
titious membrane formed on this part. In 
recent cases I have not unfrequently obtained 
a perfect cure of the disorder by applying a 
powder to the eye, twice or thrice in the 
day, composed of a sixth, or eighth partt 
ctf alum, and the remainder of sugar. If it 
be accompanied with an Ophthalmy, the 
remedies recommended for this disorder 
must be joine;^ with the use of the aluminous 
powder. And if it be of long standing, and 
the opacity has spread far over the Cornea, 
it may be necessary to remove a portion of 
the folded Conjunctiva with a curved pair of 
sqissars, (first raising it with a forceps,) in 
order, by this means, to cut off the com- 
'munication of the distended vessels with 
the opaque part that injures vision . 

Before I conclude, it may not be improper 
to offer an answer to an observation which I 
have sometimes heard advanced by medical 
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men^ that external appHcatipns afford but 
little assistance in cases of the Ophthalmy. 
Some have gone so far as to object even to 
the examination of an inflamed eye; ima- 
gining that every attempt to inspect it must 
increase the irritability of the organ, and 
thus tend to prolong the disease. Both 
these opinions appear to me to be founded 
on very erroneous reasonings; and, if acted 
upon, I fear they will frequently be product- 
ive of serious disappointments. Without 
an inspection of the eye it must often 
inevitably happen that we remain ignorant 
of the cause of the inflammation ; and, with- 
out this knowledge, our remedies will be 
prescribed at random ; and be as likely to do 
harm as tD do good. And with regard to 
the accomplishment of a cure by general 
remedies, such as bleeding, blistering, purg- 
ing, &c. although these are often highly 
proper, and may sometimes prove effectual, 
I believe the number of cures that have been 
completed in this way bears a very small 
proportion to the number of those in which 
they have been found wholly insufficient, 
until different local remedies were called in 
to assist their operation. As an illustration 
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of thb remark, I have known an inflamnup' 
tion of the eye proceed to a great height, 
occastoning extreme pain, and coDtinuing 
naany days, notwithstanding the use of all 
the general remedies that have been men- 
tioned ; when, upon a careful examination 
of the eye, the inflammation was discovered 
to arise from a small bit of dust which had 
insinuated itself under the upper eye-lid : the 
jremoval of which occasioned the almost im* 
mediate cessation of all the symptoms. I 
have also known a violent Ophthalmy pro- 
duced by the deposition of a small particle 
of chalky matter in the substance of the 
membrane which lines the upper eye-lid, at 
the distance from its e^e of more than the 
eighth part of an inch, the removal of which, 
with the point of a lancet, caused, as in the 
former instance, an immediate abatenMnt of 
all the symptoms j notwithstanding general 
and even local remedies had been previously 
long applied without affording the smallest 
assbtance. Various other instances of a 
similar kind might be mentioned; but I 
flatter myself it is unnecessary to adduce 
them. 

In avoiding one extreme, however^ we 
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sliofild be GiudoQS that we do not expose 
oorsetTeB to an equal degree of danger bj 
adopting anotho*. Although it be necessary 
for a surgeon to make himself acquainted 
with the state of an inflamed eye, it is 
not necessary for him to expose an eye in 
sQch a state to a great degree of light; nor is 
it advisable to make his examination either 
long or frequent; and although stimulating 
remedies appear to me to be sometimes in- 
dispensable, before a cure of the Ophthalmy 
ean be Accomplished^ it is not every inflam- 
mation to which the eye is subject which 
needs the use of such active applications. I 
am not by any means an advocate for their 
mdiscriminate use. It is the duty of a me-^ 
dical man not dnly to contrive means for 
the recovery of his patient, but, as far as 
is possiUe, to consult his ease and comfort 
in the use of them. When these two ob- 
jects are incompatible, it cannot admit a 
momeiit's hesitation, which of the two has 
a claim to the preference; and tettiporary" 
pain and inconvenience must be submitted 
to, \S health and ease cannot be attained 
without them. It is a happy cit0cimstanee^ 
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however, that a submission to these is not 
always necessary in the instances to which 
I allude. A considerable number of the 
cases of Ophthalmy which come under a 
surgeon's notice are occasioned by an 
acrimonious humour, secreted by the sebace- 
ous glands which are situated on the inside, 
and near to the edge, both of the upper and 
lower eye-lids. For the cure of these inflam- 
mations it is an indubitable fact that the 
application of the Unguentum Hydraigyri 
Nitrati, together with that of the Tinctura 
Thebaica, have often aflbrded very essential 
service. The application, however, both of 
the ointment and tincture will give some 
degree of pain, though they be used in the 
most cautious manner. This, indeed, would 
be of little importance, if an equal degree of 
relief could not be obtained in an easier, and 
sometimes in a more expeditious manner; 
and I am happy in being able to add, that 
in many such cases I have lately accom- 
plished a speedy cure of the inflammation, 
by anointing the edges of the eye-lids, once 
in the day, with a small portion of the fql-; 
lowing ointment ; wiping it gently ofl^, soon 
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after it had been applied, either with the 
point of the finger, or with the corner of a 
3oft handkerchief. 

|U Hydrar^i Nitraii Rubric (olim Mercarii 
Corrosivi Rubric) subtilissim^ levigati 'xf%4 
Olei Oliv. opt. 5iij* 
Cerse Albae 53. 

Liquefiat cera cum oleo lento igne; coletur 
Biistorat et gradatim addatur ad Hydrargyram Nitra- 
tom Rubrum in mortario marmoreo: tunc assidu^ 
agitetur donee refrixerit.* 

1 have often found it useful to foment the 
eye^ also, two or three times* in the course 
of the day either with a strong decoction of 
poppy heads, or with a mixture of Tinctura 
Opii and water, in the proportion of one 
tenth of the former with nine tenths of the 
latter. Like every other remedy, the fomen- 
tation should be applied at first with some 
caution; and if after the trial of a few days, 
instead of producing the good effects I have 
mentioped, it be found to relax and weaken 
the eye, the use of it should be omitted, and 
applications of a gently stimulative and 
astringent nature be substituted in its place. 

^ This ointment has been introduced into the last Edition 
of the Pharmacopoeia of the College of Physicians in London, 
under the name of the Unguentum Hydnrgyri Nitrico Oxydi. 
. 02 
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The peculiar mature of the iiiflamttiati(«i 
ahould also be wtU considered. If there bt 
much plethora in the system, it wfil Xltt* 
doubtedly be proper to make use of vene- 
section freely attd sometimes repeatedly : at 
other times blood should be taken, either 
from the temples by leeches or from the 
inside of the eye*lids by scarifyii^ them with 
the point of a lancet. The use of blisters 
also should not be forgotten ; nor the inter- 
nal administration either of cooling, altera- 
tive, or strengthening remedies, according 
to the state of the patient** general health. 
But these are subjects on which I have en* 
larged, at considerable length, in tbe pte^ 
ceding part of these Remarks. 

I only request to have it remembered, that 
in those cases where the Unguentum Hydtai> 
gyri Nitrati Rubti, as above prescribed, eithef 
fells to relieve, or ceases to afford the assiist* 
ance which it at first administered, the ap* 
J>lication of the Viiium Opii will often prove 
highly beneficial; previous to which it mSiy 
sometimes be of great use to touch the edges 
pf the eye-lids with a small portion of the 
tJnguentum Hydrargyri Nitrati, of the last 
London Pharmacopoeia, warmed before a fire 

1 
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ut candte, nod taken «itber qu the point of 
the ftngfar^ or of a snaftU oaqa^l's hair pencil; 
hut tbia will be particukrly insisted upon in 
the nejit cbciptGr on tte Rorophthalmy, It 
u not sdway^ ca&y to disoriminate between 
the cMes which are most likely to be flerved 
by the ft>rmer and tho«e by the latter of 
thesfe remedies. The application of the 
Unguentum Hydrargyri Nitrati with that of 
the Tiw^tura Thebaica appe^r^ to me, how^- 
crer, to be more particnlarly indicated is 
those ingtaiiees, where, from the long cQnt" 
tiimance of the inflammatijan, the Yeg^eb of 
the Tunica Conjnnctiva are not only dilated 
but are become relaxed and torpid : the ey© 
bding weak and initable Wbes closed to 
a strong light, but withoiA showing aign$ 
either of active inflamoiat^on or general 
^thora. 

In the enumeration of the common causes 
of the Ophthalmy, the last mentioned wa$ 
aa inversion of the e^CB of the eye«-ljds> 
For an Ophthalnly thus prodded, a pallia^ 
tayexrure may be effeeted, or, to sp^k more 
conformably to tbe fact, a present and temr 
porary f elidf may he given tp the patient, 
fay taking out the lasbeft with a forceps, a 
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pair of nippers, or any instrument of the 
like kind. But while the lids retain this 
inverted state, no sooner do the hairs grow 
again, than the disorder will again return; 
nor can it be properly said that the patient 
is cured of the complaint, till the edges of 
the lids are restored to their natural position, 
and can be kept in it. 

It is however necessary, that a distinction 
be made between an inversion of the upper 
and lower lid. For though an inversion of 
either will produce the same effect, yet, in 
the difierent lids, it appears to arise from 
different causes, and, consequently, to re- 
quire difierent methods of cure. 

The upper lid and its ciliary edge, both 
in motion and at rest, are preserved in their 
natural situation, by the equal, though con- 
trary, actions of the Musculus Orbicularis, 
and Levator Palpebrse Superioris. But the 
lower lid, whose motion is very small in 
comparison with that of the former, has no 
muscle correspondent to the Levator of the 
upper ; and is preserved in its natural state 
by the equal action of the orbicular fibres 
spread over it, and the counteraction of the 
•kin which covers it: in vduch last respect it 
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differs materially from the upper lid, the skin 
of which on the contrary, being always very 
thin and flaccid, is incapable of any such 
counteracting power. 

From the above account, it is manifest^ 
that when the Trichiasis affects the upper 
lid, it must be owing to a relaxation of the 
Levator Palpebral Superioris, and a contrac- 
tion of the superior part of the Orbicularis ; 
whereas, in the case of a Trichiasis affecting 
the lower lid, it can only arise from a relaxa- 
tion of the skin, and a contraction of the 
inferior part of the Orbicularis. And, as in 
these two cases, the causes of the disorder 
are very different, so they will, of conse- 
quence, require a very different treatment. 
In the Trichiasis of the lower lid, it will be 
necessary to increase the counteracting 
power of the skin which covers that lid, so 
as to prevent the contraction of the Mus- 
culus Orbicularis: whereas, in the Trichiasis 
of the upper lid; it is necessary, in order to 
complete the cure, to give an additional 
stimulus to the Levator Palpebrae Superioris, 
for the purpose of exciting it to its proper 
action. 

The Trichiasis of the upper lid happens . 
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but seldom. But in an instance of this 
sort, of the most inveterate kind, an en- 
tire cure was produced by an operation^ 
hereafter to be described^ which was per- 
formed by a gentleman of great eminence 
in his profession, to whom I am indebted 
for the information. For the operatipn sec 
Case 42. 

In cases of this kind I have sometimes 
also afforded great relief by applying a 
compress, about the size and thickness of 
the first joint of the little finger, under th^ 
arch of the orbital process of the Os 
Frontis, and confining it in this position 
by means of a narrow bandage fastened tp 
th^ compress, and carried obliquely round 
the forehead. The skin of the upper eye- 
lid should be drawn upward, and be fixed 
in this position by a slip of good adhesive 
plaster before the compress is applied; and 
the compress, by its pressure within the 
edge of the orbit, will not only prevent 
the lid from falling again, but will give it 
an inclination outwards, in consequence of 
which the edge of the lid, where the eye- 
lashes grow, will be hindered from turning 
, in upon the eye. An instrument, some- 
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wtet similar ta the Hevator of the tj» 
Md racommended by Edlier may he ttse^ 
for this puipwe^ as has been jusdy ohaerved 
hf Mr. Crampton, ia his ingenious !»• 
marks on this subject; bttt dw ex4c^ sha^ 
9i the tmtrument, ae well as the mode o£ 
applying k, must be yaried^ arcording as 
rn^f be fouBd necessary in each indtyidual 
ease. On this account considexabie ad- 
rairi^e loey he denyed fiom making iSbm 
inrtruaoent of tinfoil^ about the thicknesa 
ef a ehilling; which will be su&cieat 
to aliow the metal to Mtaia its shape^i 
and yet sDt too thick to admit of its 
being cut wiith a acissars into any fonii 
that nuty he best adapted to the part. 

By these means I have relieved a eoti^c 
siderabie number of cases, in whidi the 
edge of the upper eye4id wae inverted^ 
Cases howemBr may ooour in which none 
v£ them wiU be si^cient to e€ect a 
GiM-e; those, iot instance, in which the 
dliary edges are not only in^'erted, but 
]iki6w«e contracted in their length. For the 
cune of such cases i proposed in a former 
echtion of tiiis work, to enlarge the circnm- 
&renoe df the ciliary edges either by an 
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incision at the outer angle, or by a com- 
plete division of the cartilage, called Tarsus, 
in the middle. Mr. Crampton in his essay 
on this subject, to which I have above 
adverted, expresses an opinion that the 
disorder is principally occasioned by a 
thickened and contracted state of that part 
of the Conjunctiva that lines the upper 
eye-lid, and he recommends the following 
operation for its cure. The upper eye-lid 
being raised by means of the first and 
second finger of the left hand, a very nar- 
row sharp-pointed bistoury, which is slight- 
ly curved, is to be introduced between the 
eye and the eye-lid at its external angle. Its 
point is then to be pushed through, so as 
to divide the internal connecting ligament 
cf the Tarsus, and the external integuments 
obliquely upwards. This incision should 
be about a quarter of an inch in length. 
A similar incision is then to be made at 
the internal angle, so as completely to di* 
vide the superior branch of the tendon of 
the orbicularis palpebrarum. By these two 
incisions the eye-lid will become immedi« 
ately unconfined, and its margin may then 
with ease be turned outwards. It may be 
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necessaty however to divide the contracted 
Conjunctiva, by running the knife along 
the internal membrane of the eye-lid, be- 
ginning at the external and terminating at 
the internal angular section. As soon as 
the bleeding has ceased, the parts are to 
be washed and dried, and a suspensor 
palpebrarum to be applied. Mr. Crampton 
informs us that difficulties may afterwards 
be experienced, from the growth of a few 
hairs out of their natural arrangement; 
which may require a second operation ; and 
he is aware that an inconvenience may 
also be expected from the division of the 
duct leading from the upper punctum la- 
chiymale; but he adds that no bad con- 
sequences have followed from this accident 
under his observation.* 

The Trichiasis of the lower lid is a more 
common complaint than that of the upper 
lid. When it is recent, a cure has some- 
times been accomplished, by making a fold 

* I have Dot had occasion to perform the operation, pro* 
posed by the late Mr. Saunders, of entirely removing the 
upper Tarsus, on the human subject; but I have performed it 
on both eyes of a valuable dog> whose life was made miserablo 
by this disorder, and in him it effected an immediate cure. 

4 
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in the! ddn below the itiYerted lid, to dntw 
^ edgs frdm the ey^; and in soofte caiea, 
ndfchiiig more has been requisite to preserre 
the fold, than to covar it with a ^oce of 
iticking-plaster. Bot at other times, when 
Ae plaster cannot be made to fa^en, it 
has been necessary to use an infitrament 
for the purpose, SQ contrived, as to 
take up a small portion of the skin> 
and to hang by it on the cheek. Of 
$adi an instrument mention is made in 
Case 41. 

When the disorder is slight, the skin may 
be restored to its natural state by the me* 
thod above described. But in more ob^ 
atinate cases I have generally been obliged, 
for the same end, to cut off a small trans« 
verse portion of the loose skin bdovr the 
edge of the lid, and afterwards confine 
the sides of the wound together, by means 
of two or three sutures ; which has effcc* 
tually answered the purpose. See Case 41. 

I have only further to add, on the ex- 
traordinary instance of an Ophthalmy, pro- 
duced by a preternatural row of eye-lashes, 
growing out of the inner termination of 
the edge of the lid ; that» a^ i^r a» hitherto 
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appears^ nothing better can be done for it; 
than the application of the palliative re- 
medy above-mentioned; I mean, the fre- 
quent extraction of the hairs by the roots : 
for, though other attempts have sometimes 
been made, they have proved so very un- 
successful, as not to deserve further notice. 
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Of the Psarophthalmjf, pr Inflammiitmi and 
Ulceration of the Edges of the Eye^lids* 

In the description of the eye, prefixed to 
these remarks, it has been observed, that 
the Tunica Cofijttnctiva is continued from 
the innde of the oy^Eds, to cover the anr* 
teiior part of the globe of the eye. When- 
ever, therefore, that part of this tunic^ 
whicfa cavers the globe, is inflamed to any 
great degree, that which corers the ejre- 
lids is liable to be afiected in the same man- 
ner: but) as this is no more than a i^rmp- 
torn, or immediate effect, of the Ophthal«- 
my ; it wiU, in genera), be found to go off, 
as soon as the disorder, by which it is 
occasioned, is removed. 

Thii^ however, is not always the case. 
In some instances, the inflammation of the 
lids is attended with an ulceration of their 
et^^gqs, upon which a ghitinous natter 
lodges, that incrusts and becomes hard, and, 
when they have been long in contact, as, 
during sleep, connects them so closely to 

H 
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each other, as to require painful efforts for 
their separation. 

Now this is the disorder, of which I pro- 
pose here to treat. I have called it Psoroph- 
thalmy:* because that name is more de- 
scriptive of its nature, than any other I 
could find. . 

To form a clear idea of the Psorophthal- 
my, it should be remembered, that on the 
inside and near to the edges of the eye- 
lids, is situated a number of small glands, 
secreting a sebaceous fluid which is excreted 
by a row. of ducts, opening immediately 
on. the inner edges of their border. These 
ducts, and sometimes the glands themselves, 
appear to be the parts principally affected; 
and the fluid, which is secreted by them, 
instead of being moist and mild, and 
serving, as a defence against the acrimony 
of the tears, is changed into a sharp, acrid, 
and adhesive humour ; which causes jsl con- 
stant irritation of the eye and lids^ ulce- 
rates the inner edges of the latter, and, 
for want of proper attention, has often pcr- 



* Castellus defines the Psorophthalmy to be Ocoli palpi* 
braram scabiei pmriginoia. 
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petuated the disordet for a great liumbfer of 
years. 

St. Yves describes this cdffipkint, mor6 
accurately than any othrir author I know/ 
in a chapter, "On the Ophthalmy, ^^bse^ 
^^ quent to the Small'^x'' He there ob^ 
serves, '^ that the pustules on the edge ot 
'^ the cartilage of the eye-lids, which pe- 
'^ netrate between the Cilia and their inner 
^'surface, do ndt cifcatrize, by reason* 'of 
*^ the acrimonious serosity which ihces^ 
^^ santly humects the eye: hence follow 
•^ ulcers, which last sometimes several years^ 
** and even during life, if they be not reme^ 
^^died."* 

It * must, however, be remarked, that 
though both the small-pox and measles arift 
certainly v6iy frequent caiises of this com* 
plaint, they are not the only ones. Ah 
inflammation of the globe, in itsejf ^but 
small, will sometimes affect the lids, so aa 
to cause thetn to swell and become rfed; in 
consequence of which, there will be an ad'^ 
hesion of one to the other, and, ofteii,^ an 
universal ulceration of their edges. The 



* St Yves, page 191. 
H 2 
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ftmall pustukst dso, which form oa tibe 
outer margin of the ciliary edge^ wheie 
the lashes grow and are known by the 
name, of Stye^^ hare^ in sooie kiatances, 
brought on an iniammation^ which hg« 
been continued to the sebaceous glands^ and 
p»roduced all the consequences before da? 
scribed: but^ in generaV Styes give no 
trouble ; they break, and then diuMppear. 

The ulceration in the Psorophthalmy is 
usually confined to the edges of the eye^ 
lids; but, sonieti»^s» k is seen to ei^t^nd 
orer thm whole external siirl8w;e^ and even 
to excoriate tfie gteatear ^rt oC the oheek. 
In cases of the latter kind, the ififlaoai&a^ 
tion whLeh accompanies^ has ofleQ mach 
Ae a^^peajrance of an £rkijpela«^ and will 
reoetve most relief from cooling applioar 
tions. The use of the Unguentum Hydtw* 
gyri ]M(jitrati, which will hereafter, be recom- 
mendedymust, in such instaiAceib be deferred 
until the vritability of the skin iis in a good 
degree abated. 

Xhifl disoirder is aJso, sometiiur^s, attended 
with a. contraction of the n^m of the loM^ty 
eye-lid; in consequence of which, that lid 
is drawn down and the i«aer part turned 
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outward^ so ts to form a red, fleshy, and 
aiast disagreeable appearanGe> called Eclro- 
pium. Whenever this happens^ it proves 
the eomplaiiit to be of the most obstinate 
nature : though it is generally removed bjr 
the cure of the Psorophthalmy, whic^ is 
the occasion of it 

Several ancient^ as well as modern^ wri^ 
tGt% have given an account of disorders 
affecting the edges of the e7e4ids, which 
bear some resemblance to that I am now 
describing: but these are represented, either 
as so slight and trivial, on the one haqd^ 
that (if nature require any assistance) the 
most simple applications to the part a^cted 
will be found sufficient for the cure ; or else, 
they are, on die other hand, described as 
symptoms of the Scrophula, Scurvy, or 
Lues Venenea, and as incurable by any ex- 
ternal means, until the supposed disorder in 
the habit is properly corrected. Now, it 
should seem, that these last mentioned 
e&cts, which they impute to scroph^ilous, 
or other internal causes, are, in reality, 
the Yery same disorder, to which I have 
given the name of the Psoroplithalmy; 
^hot^, in their accounts, we meet with 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 Q3 Of the Psorqphthalm/. 

no accurate description of its seat, progress, 
or effects. Apd I am further of opinion, 
that it is much ofteaer a local complaint, 
than, is generally believed: for, *in what 
manner can it be determined, that it arises 
from a . scrophulous or venereal cause } 
This, I apprehend, can only be known, 
with certainty, from the appearance of such 
other symptoms, as are clearly scrophulou3 
or venereal : whereas, numberless cases con- 
tinually occur, in which the eye-lids alone 
are affected, without a single symptom of 
;my other disorder whatever ; and to which, 
all the common methods of relief have been 
applied in vain. 

, I proceed, therefore, to give a more par- 
ticular description of the Psqrophthalmy, 
according to the ideas which, from expe- 
rience, I have been led to fornj of jt. 
And, in cages of this kind, I consider the 
ducts of the ciliary gland, as really ulce- 
rated: whence it arises, that the oily soft 
fluid, secreted by these glands being mixed 
with the discharge from the ulcers, is 
changed into an acrid humour, which 
quifckly forms into a hard adhesive gcab. 
Jfor will the complaint stop here : for the 
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scab, lodging on the orifices of the ducts, 
by the irritation it occasions, will necessa- 
rily spread the humour, till it has infected 
the whole internal edge of the lids; and no . 
effectual relief can be administered, but by 
suitable applications for a cure of the ulcers, 
which are the original cause. 

But though 1 am of opinion, that the 
Psorophthalmy, often, and most commohly, 
takes place, entirely independent of any 
other complaint; (at least, as far as can be 
discovered;) it is yet necessary to be ob- 
served, on the other hand, that it is some- 
times accompanied with the plainest marks 
of a scrophulous constitution, and seems 
evidently to arise from it. In the cases 
now referred to, as also in scrophulous 
cases of all sorts, a variety of internal me- 
dicines have, at different periods, been re- 
commended. I shall mention a few of the 
principal. 

The Extractum Cicutae was proposed by 
Dr. Storck of Vienna, as a medicine very 
proper for the cure both of the Cancer and 
Scrophula: and he has given twenty cases, 
in which, under his management, it met 
with the desired success, though not be- 
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fore it bad been long iMsed. Tbe dose given 
by him at first was a pill consisting of 
two grains, to be repeated twice a day; 
which was afterwards increased to three 
pills each dose, and repeated three or fouy 
times in the same space. Dr, Storck does 
pot mention the Psorophthalmy, as accom* 
panying any of his cases, but observes, that 
in several different complaints of the cyes^ 
he had given it with good effect: notwitb- 
standing which, to conclude the whole, he 
adds, ** in malls inveterate plerumque frus» 
'' tra fuit" Dr. Fothergill, in the third 
Volume of the London Medical Observa* 
tions, gives it as his opinion, that the Cicuta 
is much more beneficial in scrophulous, 
than in cancerous distempers, but con^ 
fesses, it is not always attended with equal 
success. 

The Cortex Peruvianus, also, has had a 
great number of advocates, In the first 
volume of the London ^Medical Obscrvar 
tions. Dr. Fothergill and Dr. John Fordyce 
particularly recommended it for inveterate 
Ophthalmies. They both agree, in supposing 
it will resolve glandular tumours ; and ^Vf 
Fothergill proposes it to be joined with C^ 
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bfflel pills, dioi^h his chief dependence i8 
Hpoa the bark. 

The internal use of the sea-water, and 
bathing in the sea, for scrophulous com- 
plaints, have been approved and recom* 
mended by the most eminent physicians, for 
a great number of years ; and seem to hare 
acquired a soHd reputation. I must, how^* 
ever, take the liberty to remark, that sea* 
bathing is highly improper, in every act^ 
inflammation to which the eyes are liable ; 
and I have frequently observed, that it 
brought on very violent pain, and much 
a^ravated the complaint. A distinction^ 
however, should be made between acute 
ii^bunmations of the eye, which are usually 
accompanied with more or less of pain and 
general plethora, and those slight chronic 
Ophthalmies which are connected with a 
scorbutic habit of body, and produce only 
a weakness of this organ. In instances of 
the latter kind I have known sea-bathing 
beneficial But even in these also it has 
sometimes disagreed. It is a ^ remedy 
therefore that should be prescribed with 
caution. 

Many mineral waters, found in thb coun- 
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try, are likewise much esteemed for their 
salutary effects, when taken for the Scro- 
phula.* 

But, however judiciously these, or inter- 
nals of any kind, may be prescribed, they 
are absolutely insufficient in themselves for 
the cure of the Psorophthalmy: but must 
be assisted by proper applications to the 
part affected. The number of pati^its we 
meet with, who have gone through some, 
and even all, of these processes, without any 
kind of benefit, are sufficient evidences of 
the truth of the assertion: and this will 
be more apparent, if we recollect, how 
many other external disorders we daily 
see, which are known to proceed from 
internal causes, and yet require a topical 
treatment 

I go on to speak of the proper applications 
for the cure of the Psorophthalmy. And 
here it will be necessary for the reader carer 

* I have lately seen considerable benefit afforded, in some 
strongly marked schropbulous cases, by giving the Liquor 
Fotassse, formerly called Aqua Kali Puri, in doses between 
Ijialf a dram and tw9 drams, according to the age of the patient^ 
mixed either in a cup of Sarsaparil decoction of milk, or of 
small beer, and repeated twice in the day according to the plan 
proposed by Mr. Brandrisb. 
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ftiUjr to attend to the description, before 
given, of this disorder : (see page 102 :) for, 
on a due consideration of what I have there 
said, it will appear, that my design must 
be, to soften and remove the scabs ; and to 
use such applications to the ulcers, as may 
correct the acrimony of the discharge, pro- 
mote digestion, and bring them into a state 
for healing. 

The intention of Monsieur St. Yves, in 
his direction for the cure of ulcers on the 
edges of the eye-lids, subsequent to the 
small-pox, does not appear to be much 
unlike that which I have here mentioned, as 
appears in the following quotation I have 
made from him. " Ophthalmic waters, in 
^^ general, are of very little service ; but I 
"have found, from my ovsm experience, 
'^ that, by touching them with the Lapis In- 
" fernalis, they cicatrize easily. The violent 
*^ heat of the caustic must be abated, as soon 
^'as they have been touched, by washing 
" the eye in a small glass full of warm water; 
'* jou must, above all, take care, that the 
" part of the eye-lid, which was cauterized, 
'* may not bear against the globe of the eye. 
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^ till the pain is entirely gone off. They 
^ may be touched, in this manner, once or 
^ twice a week, till they seem to require m> 
^^ more use of the eaustic : then lay on these 
^places, morning and evening, Tutty re- 
^ duced to a very fine powder; it will cicatrice 
^them."* 

Now, though the intention of Monsieur 
St. Yves, in the above advice, is similar to 
that I have mentioned; yet the danger of 
applying a caustic, so powerful as the Laf»6 
Infernalis, to a part so tender as the edge of 
the eye-lid, and so near the eye, appears to 
be a real objection against its use; and hai, 
I believe, deterred most of the faculty from 
following the practice. 

To supply this deficiency, in so imp<Mtant 
a branch of practice, in an easier and safer 
way, is one principal design of the present 
publication. For this purpose, I have long 
recommended the use of the Unguentum 
Hydrargyri Nitrati of the London Pharma- 
copoeia of the year 1787, the composition 
of which is as follows : 



♦ St Yves, page I91. 
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Spirhiks nilri uncias duat . 
Digere super arenam, ut fiat solotio, quae 
tiHdbuixui adbuc misoeator cotn Axuftgis Porchna 
liqoeftiBtss et Id coagulom duiuo tendeoiit libra 
una, strena^ agiUodo in mgrtario narmoreo ut fiat 
ungueotum. 

If it be well made, it forms a hard salve of a 
full yellow colour: but, if the proportions 
be not exact, or the lard be added either too 
hot, or too cold, it will want both its pro- 
per colour and consistence; and its success 
will be much less certain than otherwise it 
would be.* 

The manner in which it is to be used, is 
as follows: Fill a small box with it; let it be 
warmed by holding it before a candle, till 

* The LoBdon Pharmacopoeia published in the year ISQJI 
hta made an alteration both in the name and composttioQ of 
dm ointment. It is called Unguentum Hjdrargy^i Nitntt% 
9od it it directed to be made in th» fiiiowing mumer : 

9^ Hfdraiigyrt porifioati tMic{ani« 
Acidi Nitrici fiuidiincias duaa^ 
Adipis praeparatae uncias sex, 
CHivse Olei fioidnncias qaatuor. 
Hjdrarg^rniB in Acido primum liqoai dtla 
liqoorem adhoc c a ten t cm cum Adipe et Oleo, simul 
liqoefactis, misce. 

The effects produced by this ointment in the Psprophthdlmy 
aire^Tery limHar to those prodnced by the former, and I now 
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the top of it is melted into an oil : a little of* 
this oil is to be taken off upon the end of 
the fore-finger, or upon the point of a small 
pencil brush, and carefully rubbed into the 
edges of the affected eye lids. The use of , 
it once in twenty-four hours will be suffi- 
cient; and the best time is, when the patient 
goes to bed. Immediately after the pain 
excited by the application is gone offj if the 
lids adhere much together when the patient 
awakes, a soft plaster, spread with the Cc- 
ratum Spermatis Ceti, is to be bound loosely 
over the eye-lids, which will preserve them 
moist and supple in the night, and contri- 
bute to prevent their adhesions to each othcn 
Notwithstanding this, some difficulties will 
often attend the opening them in the morn- 
ing: for the further relief of which, it will 
b# found of great use, to cleanse them with 
milk and fresh butter, well mixed together, 
and warmed, or with some similar oleagi- 
nous appUcation; which will gradually 
soften aod remove the incrusted matter, and, 
in a short time, enable the patient to sepa- 
rate them without further trouble. 

The Psoropthalmy is often accompanied 
with a greater or less degree of inflammation 
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on the globe of the eye : in such cases the 
Vinum Opii and the other remedies that 
have been recommended, will be of the 
same use, as in the cases of the Ophthalmy 
already mentioned. 

The Psorophthalmy in children is a verjr 
common: cause of the Ophthalmy, and in 
many . such cases I have accomplished a 
speedy cure of the inflammation by anoint* 
ing the outer part of the edges of the eye- 
lids, once in the day, with a small portion of 
the Uhguentum Hydrargyri Nitrati Hubri, 
the Ciomposition of which has been pointed 
out, page 83. It should be gently wiped 
off soon after it has been applied, either 
with the point of the finger, or with the 
corner of a soft handkerchief. In the Pso- 
rophtbalmy of dnldren, this ointment is 
often more useful than the common Ungaen- 
turn Hydrargyri Nitrati, which has just 
been recommended; and.it has this great 
advantage over the last mentioned ointment, 
that its application does not occasion any 
pain. 

The Psorophthalmy, again, not unfre- 
quently occurs without producing the slight- 
est appearance of inflammation either in the 
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eye or ^e-lid. I hare attended a wry con* 
skierable number of such cases; and in 
many^ the only intiouttion of the nature of 
the complaint has been derived from ^ 
description given by the patients themselves* 
Whenever I am informed that the e^s of 
the eye-lids have a diq>osition9 be it ^er 90 
s^ight^ to adhere to each other after they 
have been long in contact, as daring tlie. 
time of sleep, and vrhen this is accompanied 
with an uncora&>rtabIe sense of weight in . 
the lids on the approadi of n^t, in con** 
sequence whereof the patient inroluntarily 
shuts them,, without being drowsy, and 
without any particular stimulus being ap-^ 
plied to the eye to give it pain, I always 
suspect that the secretion from the dMary 
glands ia in a diseased state; and in many 
such cases I hare found the success atten<i- 
ing the use of the Unguentum Hydrargyrl 
Nitrati, as above recommended for the cui* 
of this disorder, to be quite as e^ctual as VA 
those other instances where the eiccoriation 
arid redness of the eye-lids have been viflite 
on the subtest inspection* 

In some other cases of this descriptiMi, 
a&er tbs Unguentum Hydraigyii l^itoaitix 
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and various other remedies had been applied 
£9r a long tiiae without awarding any relief; 
great assistance has been afforded by apply- 
ing the corner of a handkerchief to them, 
night and morning, dipped either in hot 
water, or in a strong infusion of chamomile 
flowers, as hot as the eye can bear it 
The efect produced by this application is 
Gken highly grateful, both in cooHng and 
strengthening the part to which it is applied. 
It may strike the reader with some sur- 
prise^ that hot applications should be recom*- 
intended in order to strengthen a weakened 
oigan ; it being the more usual opinion that 
hot remedies have a tendency to rela^ 
those parts to which they are applied 
The application of hot water to a weak 
eye has, however, repeatedly been expe^ 
rienced to product this effect; but I think 
I have found a hot infusion of chamo^ 
mile flowers, or of the herb called eyebright, 
still more serviceable. And if the eye be 
in much pain, a hot decoction of white 
poppy heads is preferable to either of them ; 
to which I have sometimes added with 
advantage a fourth or even ^ a third pai;t 
cither of brandy ot of some dther spirit, 
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But having taken the liberty to propose 
the application of hot remedies as occasion- 
ally useful to a weak eye, I feel it incum- 
bent on me to add, that it is not always 
easy to determine, where the cause of the 
weakness is imperceptible, whether hot or 
cold applications will afford the greater as- 
sistance. An inquiry into the constitution 
of the patient, and into the effects of the 
different kinds of remedies that have been 
employed on former occasions, will some- 
times afford a good guide to direct us in 
such cases. A young lady, for example, 
applied to me a short time ago, on account 
of a weakness in both her eyes, which pre- 
vented her from reading or working for 
any length of time without suffering 
great uneasiness from it. No alteration 
could be perceived in the appearance of 
either the eyes or eye-lids, and no kind of 
glasses afforded her any assistance. Vitriolic 
and astringent applications had frequently 
been tried, but they always gave her pain, 
and seemed to increase the weakness. Upon 
inquiring further, I learnt that though the 
patient, at the time she consulted me, was 
in perfect health, she had formerly had so 
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great a weakness in her badk, that for 
many months she was obliged to lie con- 
stantly in a horizontal posture. A grieat 
variety of the usual remedies had been em- 
ployed to relieve her of this complaint ; but 
without affording her the least amendment. 
At length she was carried to Bath, and there 
completely recovered her strength and acti- 
vity by bathing in the hot baths of that 
place. This information induced me to 
hope, that the weakness in the patient's 
sight might have been brought on by a cause 
somewhat similar to that which occasioned 
the weakness in her back: and I thought it 
not improbable that it might be relieved by 
a similar mode of treatment. For this pur- 
pose I advised her to try the effects of 
fomenting her eyes, night and morning, 
with a hot infusion of chamomile flowers. 
The application afforded her almost instant 
relief; and by pursuing its use, her sight 
>'as speedily so much restored as to enable 
her to amuse herself in reading and working 
without suffering any inconvenience from it. 
It must not be forgotten, however, that 
the application of cold water to the eyes 
every morning is, with many, not only a 
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common but a salutary practice, Par from 
meaning to discourage the continuance ofit, 
I wish to make it still more useful, by re*» 
commending a greater accuracy in the mode 
of employing it. Instead of using for this 
purpose the water that has been kept ia the 
bed-robm during the night, I would advise 
to send for a hand basin of fresh water firom 
the spring, just at the time when it is inr 
tended to be used. And with regard to the 
mode of using it, I would recommend to 
dip the corner of a towel in the water, and 
to apply it to the eyes for a few seconds; 
then to dip it again and re-apply it; and 
thus to repeat the application thirty or forty 
times in quick succession; wiping the face 
perfectly dry immediately after it has been 
used. A very small share of experience^ 
however, in such cases will show that this 
remedy is . not at all times competent to the 
cure of a weak sight. When, therefore, 
there is no visible cause for the weakness, 
and when the usual strengthening remedies 
have been found rather to increase than to 
lessen the debility, it appears to me highly 
proper to have recourse to those that are of 
a directly contrary nature. A resort in case^ 
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of difficulty to remedies that ^re of a nature 
opposite to tbose that have before Wen used, i$ 
by no means a new practice ; and in various 
disorders^ medical as virell as chirurgical, the 
adoption of it bus been productive of the 
best e&cts.* 
In sGUDoe instaoces where the eye has been 

* It WM tbe obsenratioo of Asclepiades, who lived in 
the time of Mkbridates, and wa» one of the ti<st Greek 
physicians who practiced medicine at Rome, that if a man 
Mttcked Mrkh a pbreosf oaoM uuder his care, he would 
treat bim ki a pAniccilar way, whidi he specifies; but if 
the patient had beeo pcevionsly under the care of any other 
physician^ and a treatment, similar to that which he pro- 
posed, bad been adopted by him and had liOt succeeded 
ke vooM then iiave reeotarse to one that was diametrkally 
opposite Co it. — Aotonius Musa, again, who was physiciaa 
to the Emperor Augustu<<, entertained a similar opinion oh 
this subject. The Etnperory en account of an Hlnesa 
Yhkh htA heeo aapponed to ari^e frmn an afi^tion of the 
liver, had been directed^ among other remedies, to bathe 
in a hot bailu But this, like the rest, having failed to 
afPurd htm any relief, Musa was consulted } and he, adopt* 
lag a plan of trettmem dlreoH^r opposite to that which hsid 
hef ^9 been used, preAcribed to the Emperor to bathe to 
the cold bath, and to drink cold water. The history adds, 
that under this treatment the Emperor was speedily restored 
to health; and that Muaa, in coniequatce of the snccesa 
of his prescfiptlon^ repeived a large erooloment, and» 
IBt^ith it, distinguished honours, b<>/h from the Emperor and 
senate, not only for hidMelf> bat for medical professors tn 
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particularly weak, without a perceptible 
cause to produce it, the repeated application 
of leeches on the temples has afforded con- 
siderable relief; in others, the application of 
spirituous remedies that have been highly- 
rectified, such as the medicine sold at Riga, 
under the name of the Riga Balsam, or the 
-^ther of the London Pharmacopoeia, either 
alone, or mixed with an equal proportion of 
sugar and water, has sometimes been greatly 
useful. In a few instances, also, the ex- 
citement of a violent inflamftiation by the 
application of other stimuli has been found 
of use to overcome the enfeebled action of 
different parts of the eye; and afterwards 
by the assistance of cold water alone, and 
sometimes of sea-water, they have been res- 
tored to their proper strength and usefulness. 
Some persons again, in cases like that which 
I am describing, have made use of their own 
urine, and have thought its application to 
the eyes has much contributed to strengthen 
the sight, and to obviate slight though trou- 
)>lesome inflammations to which, previous 
to its use, their eyes had often been subject. 
The experience of these persons ought not 
to be neglected; although it will occur to 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of the Psoraphthalmy. 1 1 Q 

crery ane that the strength of the urine must 
greatly vary according to the diet that is 
used^ and the indispositions to which the 
body is subject. I must also be permitted 
to add, that it ought not on any account to 
be applied, when there is an acrimonious 
secretion from the membrane which lines 
the urinary passage. An accidental appli- 
cation to the eye of the smallest portion 
of morbid matter secreted by the urethra, 
I have reason to believe has been the cause 
of some of the most violent and dangerous 
Ophthalmies that have ever fallen under a 
surgeons observation. 

It may not be unuseful, to repeat here, a 
remark that has already been made, when 
treating on the.Ophthalmy, that an irritation 
of the eye, somewhat similar to that pro- 
duced by the Psorophthalmy, has occasion- 
ally been kept up, for a considerable length 
of time, by the inversion of a small number 
of downy hairs, situated near the inner angle 
of the eye-lids, and sometimes on the Ca- 
runcula Lachrymalis itself. In such in- 
stances an accurate extraction of the offend- 
ing hairs is the sole mode by which the irri- 
tation and weakness of i^ht^ to which thescj, 
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Ipy their improper position, give rise, can 
effecti^lly be removed. 

It oMght not to be forgotten, also, that a 
small cartilaginous ulcer has sometimes been 
formed on the edge of the eye-»lids, after the 
^mall-pox, which could oidy be cured by 
touching it refxeatedly, for several days, either 
with the Luviar Caustic, or Lapis Infernal, 
in the vray reoocaniended by St. Yves, in 
the paragraph <|u(>t€4 in page 107, from bis 
treatise. Such an instance, however, com* 
pared with common caa^s of the fsorapb^t 
thalmy, which may be relieved by the Un* 
guentum Hydrargyri Nitrati, are extremely 
Tare; and they are to be considered jrather 
9& exceptions to the usual state of tMs dis* 
pvAtt, than as examples of it. 

I have likewise to add, befoie I coisclude, 
that a scrophulxMis coiistitQtion is not vnfire^ 
iqiuently the soiwre of the Psoropthalmy.^ In 
such a case, though the patient be perfectly 
dured, as &r as respects the external symp* 
torn, there is yet great daonger of Its retunn 
ki^ on some futuxie occasioia. To prevent 
this, it is of the utmost importance to 
pursue an alterative course of m^kioe ^ 
9 oonsiderabte tinei besides which an 
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issue should also be opened, to divert the 
humour from the eye. The good effects of 
these are, however, not to be expected, 
without the strictest temperance in die^ 
and a general habit of regularity in living. 
In some instances, it will so happen, that 
no discharge can be procured from the issue: 
and when, upon trial, this is found to be the 
case, a perpetual blister, or some other drain^ 
should be substituted in its stead. 
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On the Purulent Eyeg of New^bom 
Children. 

The Tunica Conjunctiva is cbfetided from 
tbe aciimonj of the tears^ by a soft tbin 
mucous fiuid^ which is supposed to issue 
from innumerable small perforations^ disr 
persed, according to Wlnslow, all over its 
sur^e. Tbi|s fluid, in its natural state^ is 
very small in quantity ; on which accouoit^ 
being also pellucid, it is undiscernible hy 
the naked eye: neverdiekss, it is liable^ by 
an irritation or inflammation of the parts 
which furnish it, not only to be increased 
greatly in quantity, but to be so altered and 
changed in quality, as very much to resem* 
ble pus itself, both in consistence and co^ 
lour. Such, I suppose, was the state of 
St Yves s patient, which has before boea 
considered (page 2Q ;) and which he, iai mj 
opinion, attributed, erroneously^ to the Mcf 
tastasis of a recent venereal virus. To the 
cases referred to in his accoimt, a few others 
might be added : nevertheless, I caraiot bat 
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observe, that such instances are very rarely 
to be. found; nor, in common^ is the disor- 
der, in patients of this class, altogether the 
same as in new-born children. 

In the latter, it first discovers itself by a 
redness in the eye-lids, which, also, in a 
short time, swell to a size so laige, as pre- 
vent their being separated, vsdthout the ut- 
most difficulty: after. this, a .constant dis- 
charge of thick yellow matter soon suc- 
ceeds ; which, if the lids can be separated, 
will be seen to spread over the eye, so as 
entirely to cover it. In common, both 
eyes are afiected nearly in the same man- 
ner: and, in bad cases, whenever the child 
cries, the inside of the lids is turned out- 
ward; which is also the case, whenever 
an attempt is made to separate them with 
the fingers. This is sometimes the con- 
stant state of the lids: and though they 
should be restored, by the fingers, to their 
proper situation ; yet, on being left to them- 
selves, they immediately return to their for- 
mer everted state. 

The purulent eye is usually unconnected 
with any other disorder; and is supposed 
to arise from the child's being imprudently 
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exposed to the cold air : but it is occasion- 
ally accompanied with eruptions on the 
head and other parts of the body ; and I. 
have» more than once, seen it attended 
with evident signs of a scrophulous con- 
stitution. 

The swelling of the eye-lids necessarily 
occasions a tightness, or constriction, of 
their ciliary edges; by means of which, 
the matter, which is formed on the inside 
of them, is prevented from wholly running 
off: and its continuing, between the lids 
and the globe, serves still further to increase 
the inflammation; and is, also, the frequent 
cause of ulcers and specks, which very 
often partially, and sometimes totally, cover 
the pupil. These effects may, in a great 
measure, be produced by the acrimony of 
the matter: but, separate from that, the 
retained fluid, whatever its quality be, by 
continually lodging on the eye, is sufficient 
to destroy the transparency of the Cornea ; 
and, when it has been joined with the pres- 
sure of the swollen eye-lids, it has been 
known to cause the Cornea to burst; — the 
humours to be partially or wholly dis- 
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cbsLi%edi — ^^ the eye^ of course^ to smk 
ki the orbit. 

The cure of this disorder, which is known 
to be attended with such hazardous, and 
even 6ital, consequences to the eye, is an 
object of no small importance. Without 
enlarging upon the means employed by 
others, I shall proceed to lay before the 
reader the description of a method, that I 
have found, in a great number of instances, 
during a space of more than thirty years, 
to give speedy relief. 

An increased discharge, from the minute 
pores of the Conjunctiva, seems to consti-' 
tute the first stage of the complaint: and 
this symptom, without doubt, indicates the 
necessity of immediately const ringing the 
relaxed vessels, in order to check the re- 
dundant (discharge. Nor is this intention 
less proper in the subsequent, than in the 
earliest, stages of the disorder. Certainly, 
the sooner it is pursued, the better. It 
may, also, have a considerably good effect, 
though the discharged matter should be 
changed to a purulent appearance; and 
even though it be turned quite yellow, and 
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accompanied with so high a degsee of acri- 
mony, as to erode and rupture the Cornea. 
That my meaning here may not, however, 
be mistaken, it is necessary [Xq^ o]3iseni:e, 
that tho^gh the words, matter and pum- 
lency, have frequently occurred oii this sub- 
ject, they never were meant to imply the 
actual existence of pus; but were used as 
terms, the best fitted that co]uld be found, 
to express that similar discharge, which 
takes place in this disorder. For, here, as 
in the Gonorrhaea, and some affections of 
the Schnlderian, and , other membranes, such 
words are commonly used, to express the 
quality of their augmented excretions: 
whereas, no ulcers are supposed to exist in 
those cases, and, consequently, no real pus 
can be formed. The case, therefore, being 
rightly understood, (that the discharge from 
the eye is not real pus, but only mucus in- 
creased in quantity, and altered in colour, 
by some irritating cause,) the applications 
of astringents, in every, state and d^ree of 
the disorder, will appear to be as reasonable^ 
as it has been found to be successful. For 
this purpose,, I have for a considerable 
time, and my late partner for a much 
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loiiger^ nm^ u§Q o( it^ Aqua CdmphdrMa 
of Bates d Dhp&nB^otyt ^nd^ ftom cx^ 
pericnce of its great utility, €an> On the 
best ground, strongly recommend the appli- 
cation cff it, in cases of this natnre. It is 
inade as follows^: 

|U Vitriol. Roman^ alias Cuprl Sulpbatis 

Bol. Armen. aa Jjv. 

C^tepfhor i]. 
M. F^ pvXvis, do ^iia proji^ |). in stgfwt hd- 
lientift ftjv. amove ab igne et sobtidant fseceSi. 

It is pkiii, from the nature of the itigre*^ 
dients, which form this composition, that it 
must possess a strong styptic quality : and on 
this its great eiGBcacy, in the disorder hete 
treated 6f, chiefly depends. It is, howcrer, 
much too strong for use, before it is diluted ^ 
and the degree of its dilution must always 
be determined by the peculiar circuiinstan* 
ces of each case t ner^rtheless, I may ven* 
ture to recommend from one to two drachms 
of it, to be mixed with an ounce of cold 
clear water, as a medium or standard, ta 
be increased or diminished, as occasion may 
require. 

It must also be evident, from the preced-^ 
ing description of the purulent eye, that 
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heither this, nar any other medicated fluid, 
can be Well applied to the affected part, by 
ffleans of a steam, fotus, cataplasm, or 
At>ps : but that it requires some small de* 
gree of force, to send the liquor between 
the swelled Conjunctiva, which lines the 
eye-lids, and that part of it which covers 
the globe of the ^e. This cannot be bet- 
ter effected, than by the use of a small 
ivory or pewter syringe, terminating in a 
blunt pointed cone. The extremity of the 
syringe is to be placed between the edges 
of the ^ye-Hds, in such a manner, that the 
medicated liquor may be carried over the 
whole surface of the eye; by means of 
which, the retained matter will be entirely 
cleared away, and enou^ of the styptic 
power of th^ medicine left behind, to in- 
tef rupt and diminish the excessive discharge. 
It should be remembered; that the quan* 
tity of matter, collected under the lids, 
varies much in different cases ; and that, in 
bad ones, it is formed with amazing ra- 
pidity. According to this variation, the fre- 
quency of repeating the application must 
always bfe regulated. In the mild or inci- 
pient state, it may be sufficient to use it 

K 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 On the Purulent Eyes 

three or four timea in the day: but, in 
the worst and most malignant species, it 
becomes necessary, to repeat it once or 
twice every hour; and when the disorder 
is in some degree subdued, the strength of 
the lotion may be reduced, and it may be 
repeated less frequently. 

The reasons for a frequept repetition of 
the means just mentioned, in bad cases, are, 
indeed, of the most urgent nature. Until 
the Conjunctiva be somewhat thinned, and 
the quantity of the discharge diminished, it 
is impossible to know in what state the eye 
is ; whether it is more or less injured, totally 
lost, or capable of any relief. The continu- 
ance, or extinction, of the sight frequently 
depends on the space of a few hours : nor 
can we be relieved from the greatest uncer- 
tainty, in these respects, until the Cornea 
becomes visible. 

During the swelling of the eye-lids, emol- 
lient cataplasms have been recommended, in 
books, and are very commonly used; but 
they are immediately opposite, in their na- 
ture, to the method of cure here laid down; 
and, in the cases which I have seen, after 
they had been used, I never could observe 
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the least benefit to be derived from them. 
On the contrary, I cannot but be of opi- 
nion, that they tended to increase the re- 
laxation df the parts ; and, in that way, be- 
came an additional cause to keep up and 
increase the morbid hupiour. 

Those cases, particularly, in which the 
inner parts of the eye-lid& are turned out- 
ward, appear to be caused by the extreme 
relaxation, and^ swelling, of the Tunica 
Conjunctiva. This membrane being forced 
outward, by the child's crying, or by any 
other means, is prevented from returning to 
its natural situation, by the cartilage called 
Tarsus; which, preserving its natural strength 
and elasticity, acts as a tight band to keep 
it out. Now, to add to this swelling and re- 
laxation of the Conjunctiva, by emollient ap- 
plications, in any form, must, surely, be acting 
against, instead of forwarding, the cure. 

In the place of such cataplasms, when- 
ever arty applications of that kind are thought 
necessary^ they, also, as well as the lotion, 
should have a tortic, or mild astringent, pro- 
perty; and I would particularly recommend 
one, that is made of the curds of milk, 
turned with alum, and an equal part of Un- 
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guentum Sambud, or AKungia Forcini. I 
have found this to be highly useful It 
slK>uld be applied cold, and frequently re^ 
peated, without intermitting the use of the 
injection. 

It sometimes happens, that the niatter 
formed between the lids is of a glutinous 
and adhesive nature ; causing the eye-lashes 
to stick to each other, after they haye been^ 
closed for any length of time. In this case, 
after the cataplasm above-mentioned is taken 
off, and before the lotion is injected, it will 
be proper to wash off the adhesive matter, 
with a little fresh butter, dissolved in warm 
milk, or with some other soft oleaginous 
liquor. 

The eversion of the lids has so dis^ee* 
able an appearance, that it greatly alarms 
thow who are unacquainted with the dis- 
order; particularly, as is sometimes the 
case, when such is their continued state. 
If it take place only when the child cries, 
and disappear as soon as the crying ceases, 
nothing more need be done, than to use 
the applications above recommended ; and, 
as the swelling of the Conjunctiva abates, 
this symptom will likewise go off: buty if 
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the «vtfrsiQii l»e qoiwtant, it will be ncces- 
sfliy to repe^ the injcctioii, oftericr than in 
ptber cases; and to em^o^ a per^n, immfr 
4i^tely after tihe uae of it, to return the Y\ds, 
and thtn to hoW on them with the filler, 
for some length of tinae, a compress dipped 
ia the diluted Aqua Camphorata, and which, 
a> it ^m% is to be repeatedly moistened 
wUh this liquid ; that the lidSj^ being restored 
to their natural state, may recover their 
proper toi:^ aod ^treiigth. 

When the swellijig and inflammation bare 
been considerably I bave sometimes also 
found it necessary to take Uood from the 
temples* In those very young subjects, 
who are most commonly affected by this 
disorder, one leech, applied to each temple, 
seems fuHy sufficient to answer the purpose; 
immediately after the use^of which I have 
in general directed a small blister to be ap- 
plied, either on the same part, or behind the 
ear, and sometimes a large one on the nape 
of the necL* 

* Instead of applying a leeeh to each temple^ as is above 
recommended^ sometimes blood may be taken from the in- 
side of the eye-lids« by scarifying them with the point of a 
•harp lancet ; and when the eversioo and tume&ction of 

1 



Digitized by 



Google 



136 On Purulent ^ye$. 

Internals of the absoi?bent and laxative 
kind should also be given, to keep the body 
cool and open; sudi as Rhubarb, Magtlesia, 
Manna, &c,: and, if there be reason to 
apprehend, that the general bodily habit is 
unde^r the influence of any particular bad 
humour; in that case, gentle alteratives 
should be added, such as the ^thiops Mi- 
neralis, or small doses of Hydrargyrus Sub- 
muriatus. 

In cases where the inside of the eye-lid^ 
has been much inflamed, I have also some- 
times applied with good effect, after the 
use of evacuants, the Vinum Opii, as recom'- 
mended in the chapter on the Ophthaliny. 

tUat psirt of the ConjuDctivt that lines the ^e*lids,haye been 
considerable, I have not unfrequently removed a large por- 
tion of it with a curved pair of scissars^ with great advan- 
tage. 
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CASES OF THE OPHTHALMY, 



CASE L 



ExtemalJppiication (^ the Finum Opii in 
an OpMndmy tvith a Speck on the Cornea. 

M. C. about 26 years of age, caught a 
severe cold after a mificarriage, and the cold 
brought on a violent inflammation of the 
left eye. She made use of a great variety 
of eye-watcns without any effect After 
this, she was blooded with a leech on the 
temple, it three different times ; and at the 
distance of a few days from each other ; by 
whidi the inflammation was certainly di- 
miobhed: but upon her taking fresh cold, 
it returned, and soon became as violent as 
before. In six wedcs, a large speck was 
discernible on the right side of ihe pupil, 
and in part corwring it; and the inflammjH 
tion was so extreme, that the least degree 
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of light gave her the most exquisite pain. 
At that time the Vinum Opii was ap- 
plied according. . to the dir^tipns before 
given. Its first application produced, as 
usual, a severe smarting for a few minutes ; 
but this going off^ the patient felt a remark- 
able degree of ease. The inflammation ran 
so high, when I first saw her, that, besides 
the use of the Vinum Opii, I directed the im- 
mediate application of three leeches to the 
temple of the side affected ; .which was to 
be followed by a blister, as soon as the bleed- 
ing ceased. It turned out, that the leeches 
could not be made to hold, and the blister 
was on that account omitted. The second 
day, the patient found herself greatly 
relieved, and the eye appeared to be 
much less inflamed. The Vinum Opii was 
therefore applied again, and became so ef- 
fectual, that there was no occasion after-^ 
wards for the use of either the leeches or 
the blister. In three days she could open 
her eyes without pain ; and in a fortnight, the 
Ophthalmy was entirely gone off, and the 
Gomea clear enough^ to admit such a degree 
of- sight, as was sufficient fiwr all the com-* 
men purposes of life. 
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CASE IL 

External Application of the Finum Opii 
for Pain in the Eye accompanying an 
Ophthalmy. 

A young lady in the city, from the time 
of her having the small-pox, which is now 
about six years,* had been subject to almost 
continual heating, plunging pains in her left 
eye, with little or no apparent inflammation. 
Before she had the small-pox, her eye was 
occasionally inflamed; and during its con- 
tinuance, a pock settled directly upon the 
sight; leaving no speck, but causing a de- 
jH-ession, that prevented the rays of light 
from falling equally, and which made ob- 
jects appear, as if they w^ere seen through 
wavy glass. — She had taken the advice of 
many gentlemen of the faculty, who chiefly 
made use of internal medicines, but with- 

* This case! was inserted in the first edition of these re« 
marksj ,which was published in the year 17S0. 
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out any success. Afterwards, at a time 
when the pain was greater than ordinary, 
the Vinum Opii was dropped into the 
eye. The temporary smart, which its ap- 
plication always gives, very soon subsided, 
and was followed by a degree of ease, to 
which she had been long a stranger. It 
was repeated every day for a fortnight, 
with the same good effect, the pain gra- 
dually abating; and from that time to the 
present, she has flcver had the smallest re- 
turn of it. 



CASE IIL 

Vinum Opii, aided by Bleeding and BUs-' 
teriiigy in a violent and continued Opk-- 
ihalmy. 

Mr. S. about 55 .years of age, was at- 
tacked with a most severe and painful in- 
flammation in the right eye; which was 
much increased by close attention to busi- 
ness. — On the third day from its appear- 
ance, the Vinum Opii was applied; Which 
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gare him extreme pain fbr near the spac6 of 
an hour. Without affording the usual sub^ 
seqttent relief. The 6am6 evenings he was 
blooded .wkh leeches, and blistered on the 
right temple: in consequence of which, he 
found hhnself easier. The day followii^y 
the use of the Vinum Opii was repeated^ 
and gave him the same pain as before. For 
sereral months, he had been sulject to a 
violent aching in both temples : which, m 
the right, was much relieved by the use of 
the leeches and blister. On the ground of 
that experience, the same applications were 
n^de to the lefit temple; and with equal 
success, so far as regarded the pain in that 
part: but still the inflamimation in the right 
eye continued as violent as ever. The Vi- 
num Opii had been tried three times,^ pitvi-^ 
ous to the last bleeding; dnd always^gave the 
same pain, without procuring any ease or 
amen^ent Three drops of a strong so- 
lution of Opium in water were thei^ore 
dropped mto the eye, whieh seemed to 
deaden the pain ; but, after a week s trial, 
there was still no change in the appearance 
of the inftammation. A third applieatioft 
of leeches was therefore made to th* ri^ 
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temple, and followed with another blister : 
^fter which, it was again tried wb^t qfiect 
the Vinum Opii would produce;^ when, 
an4 not till thep^ it was atjtend^^d with no 
more smart than what it, nspallj occasions; 
and in a few minutes, the sapi^ c^ase suc- 
ceeded as in other cases- It;Wfi^ repeated 
for ten days, night and morning: in. which 
time the inflammation wholly 'S|j]^sided, and 
the patiept was pejffectly cured. . 



CASE IV; : . 

Repeated Bleedings, and oth^ Evacuations, 
together with the Vintim, Opii emploifed 
successfully in a Case qf Ht/pop^n ac- 
companying an Ophthalmy. 

W. R. a fireman, about 23 yiears of age, 
by continuing in his Wet clothes when at- 
tending a fire, caught a violent cold ; which 
brought on a fever, accompanied by an in- 
flammation in his eyes. The latter com- 
plaint increased very rapidly, so that,4n less 
than a week, he was unable to distinguish 
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any object whatever; even though placed 
near him. He was first let blood in • the 
ann, and made trial of many applications 
to the eyes, for the space of a fortnight, 
without the smallest benefit At that period 
of the disorder, I first saw him. He com- 
plained much of a pain in his head, and 
of a tenderness which he felt in the back 
part of it, as if he had received some out- 
ward injury; though, in fact, none had 
happened to him. The Tunica Conjunctiva, 
in each eye, was greatly inflamed; and in 
both, at the bottom of the anterior chamber 
of the aqueous humour, there was a col^ 
lection of purulent matter. Besides this, 
I could perceive in the right eye a separate 
collection of matter, on the side of the Iris 
next the temple, nearly in the mid-way 
between its external margin and that which 
formed the pupil; and, by the collected 
matter last named, the aperture of the 
pupil was also much contracted, and ren- 
dered very irregular. — In treating this com- 
plicated and dangerous case, I began with 
dropping the Thebaic Tincture into the eye ; 
at the same time^ directing the application 
of three leeches to each t^mpl^ a large 

L 
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blister to the head, ftod 4 diroog purge ta 
be taken the next morniog. The following 
day the^ pain in bis head was somewhat 
abated: but still the matter collected in the 
aqueous humour was as ceosiderable as on 
the preceding day* The use erf the The- 
bale Tincture was repeated ; and the piilse, 
being quidc and full, pointed out the ne- 
cessity of further bleedLog ; whidi was ac- 
cordingly done, by taking ten ounces from 
the arm. The happy effect was, that oti 
the third day, the quantity of mattn* col- 
lected in the left eye was evidently lessenedt^ 
and the patient had so fkr the use of that 
eye, as to distii^uish tine H^t of a candle* 
The right eye then called for more particu- 
lar attention, since neither the Thebaic 
Tincture, nor any of the evacuations hi- 
therto used, aeemed to have made the leaat 
alteration for the -better,, as to any ctf the 
complaints which attended it. The leeches 
were therefore again applied to that teknple> 
and afterwards a blister to the same part. 
The day following, that eye, as well as the 
other, became much easier. But the mat- 
ter behind the Cornea still retnaiaed to be 
visible in both; while theTtmicaConjuhc^ 
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tlw likewise cohtinued m t state of feon«- 
deraUe ihHammatien. Bleisdiug was theh 
repeated by the mode of fecatif^ingj whicK 
wto performed with a lancet ott the ittSide' 
6f both the Kds; and, in this Vvaj, about 
fifteen of twenty drops were taken from 
each ^e. The use of the Thd)alc Tincture 
was continued every night and morning to 
bodi eyes? and, in the erent, was always 
found to administer considerable relief. On 
tlie sixth day, the quantity of matter in 
both ey^s, but particularly in the left, was 
ai^arently much diminished. The sight 
of that eye was gradually improving; and 
the right eye also then began to perceive 
^ light. Notwithstanding all this amend- 
ment, the pulse yet continued to be quick 
and full; and, at times, the patient felt 
much pain in his head. Ten ounces more 
of blood were therefore taken from the 
arm. Linen cloths, wet with the Aqua 
Satumina, were occasionally applied to both 
eyes, for the purpose of moistening and 
eooling them ; while febrifuge and opening 
medicines were taken internally. In a fort- 
night, without further or different treat- 
ment than the continued use of the The- 

l2 
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baic Tincture^ the whole of the purulent 
matter^ except that which adhered to the 
Ijri3 of the right eye^ was dispersed. This 
it did. not seem possible dther to remove 
or lessen; but, resisting all the applications 
which had been made or could be thought 
of, in the case, it at length formed a thick 
brown speck: in consequence of which, 
the contraction and irregularity of the pupil 
became fixed, and the Iris was incapable 
of those diflferent movements, according 
to the degree of light communicated, which 
are of the last importance to perfect vision. 
Still, . however, the following very import- 
ant effects were accomplished: in about a 
month, both the eyes were entirely cured 
of the inflammation : the sight of the left 
eye was perfectly Recovered; and that of 
the right to such a degree, as to be rendered 
very useful.* 

* At the .time this case occurred I was Dot ;icqiiaii)ted with 
the use of the Extractum BelladonDie. The application of a 
few drops of a strong solution of this extract, two or three 
times in the day, might hare been very useful to prevent ih^. 
eontraction of the pupiL 
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CASE V. 

Application of Sugar successjui in a Case of 
Hypopion accompanying an Ophthalmy. 

r 

Miss W. about lo years of age, was put 
under my care, on account of an inflamma- 
tion of one of her eyes, which, though 
'sBght in appearance, had totally deprived 
it of the power of vision, and was accom- 
panied with the deposition of a white fluid 
at the bottom of the anterior chamber of 
the aqueous humour. Evacuations by 
leeches and blisters had repeatedly been 
employed; the Thebaic Tincture had daily 
been dropped on the eye for above a week; 
and all the usual remedies, to remove in-' 
flammation, had been tried, without occa- 
sioning the least diminution in the quantity 
of the effused matter, or the least amend- 
ment of sight. The patient being of an 
irritable temper, was unfortunately too old 
to be managed by force, and too young to be 
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convinced by argument ; in consequence of 
which the eye could not be examined in a 
satisfectory manner^ and the removal of the 
effused matter by an operation was utterly 
impracticable. Recollecting the good efiects 
that have been supposed to be produced by 
ihe applicatioa of thd powder of sugar^ ia 
cases where tbere had be<m an opaque mat- 
ter effused between the laminae of the Cor- 
nea, it was thqi^ht advisable to make a 
trial of its power in the present ea8e« A 
smaU portion of it was taken on the en4 of 
an instrument!, that reseoibled the faaodljs 
of a tea spoon^ aod was dropped irnme* 
diattfly upon the Corae^'^ and this was re^ 
peated three tiflaes eveiy day* Tbp good 
e&cts produced by the sugar mwcb gst 
caedad my expectations* In the course of 
only three dayss, the quantity of effused 
matter wm eonsideiably d&mifushed; and 
vvithia a fortnight, without the use of 
any other remedy tiian an opcapional purges 
the whole df it was absorbqd^ the pupil be- 
cattne rouml saad ckai:> m^ the s^ht w» 
pedfeotly rastored, 
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CASE VI. 

An Hypopim comequ^t on an Ophthalmyy 
etnd requiring art Operation, to discharge 
the Matter effksed in the Aqueous Ihimour. 

Mr. O. a stout ydung mail, about 25 
yeata €3^ age, apj^icd to me, by the recom^ 
mendatioh df Messrs* Loreday and Grover, 
surgeons at B^mmersmith, on account of 
aa ittflittittiation of the left ey^ which had 
contifrtad three weeks, notwithstandhig Very 
vigoroWS means had been employed to sub- 
dae it ; at the time I was consuked, being 
accoBfipamed with a spedt at the bottom of 
the Cornea, etidentfy produced by the de- 
position of a purafent coloured fluid, in 
the anteftor chatiirber of the aqueous hu^- 
mour. The eye wars wholly deprived of the 
power of vision J and the patient had a con- 
stant unea^ sensation, both in the eye and 
head, though it did hot amount to acute pain. 
There was ncft any visible ulceration irl the 
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Cornea itself, and the quantity of matter 
effused did not seem so considerable as to 
render its absorption improbable. Although, 
therefore, the antiphlogistic plan of treat- 
ment had been pursued to a considerable 
extent, I thought it necessary to take away 
eight ounces more of bloody by venesection 
in the arm ; to give the patient a mercurial 
purge; and to wash his eye frequently with 
a lotion, composed of the Aqua Ammoniac 
Acetatse, and Aqua Florum Sambuci. I 
dropped some powdered sij^r upon 4:he eye, 
and advised ifc' to be repeated two or three 
times in the course of every day. After 
three days 1 again saw the patient, and could 
not discover the l^ast alteration in t^ quan* 
tity of, effused matter, or in the power of 
vision; but the inflammation of the Tunica 
Conjunctiva was somewhat diminished. I 
now opened the vein that passes on the left 
side of the nose, and took from it about 
four ounces of blood ; and a blister was 
directed to be applied over the whole sum- 
ipit of the head. The application of the 
sugar and of the lotion was continued as 
before. These additional remedies did not 
produce any essential alteratioQ in the state 
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of the eye, I therefore advised the operation 
of discharging the e€used matter; and the 
patient giving his consent, I made an inci- 
sion through the inferior part of the Cornea, 
with a knife somewhat narrower than that 
whidi is employed in the operation of ex- 
tracting the Cataract The whole of the 
matter came away immediately, together 
with the aqueous humour, leaving the ap- 
pearance of the eye as perfect as if it had 
not suffisred »any injury. The antiphlogistic 
plan of treatment was steadily pursued, and 
-a compress wet with the cooling lotion, 
b^pre mentioned, was kept constantly upon 
the eye. When I examined the eye, about 
three days after the operation, I sui^cted 
there was a fresh accumulation of matter; 
but by pursuing the plan of treatment 
above-mentioned, this matter was absorbed, 
the uneasiness in the head and eye wholly 
ceased, the inflammation gradually subsided, 
9XkA, the eye perfectly recovered the power of 
^W3ion. 
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CASE VIL 

Weahnenef S^^t^ resemhUmg tjtai^ produced 
by an Ofhthcdmy, without tmbk imper* 
fxtUm in the Eye, much rditved by 

Leeeie0. 

In tbe year 1 f07, Mrs. C. aladj about ao 
3?fiacs of affif who had lately retiunied frooi. 
the £a6t Itidta, appliedi ta me on aocQont of 
an cKtreme weakne» of s^t> wbidi vm 
atffompftmed with a oomidccabkf deffct q£ 
genesajih debility, and af^e&red to \fe occa* 
aitmed :by het haTingbrad cfaiklr«n retyi»t 
in a hot dimate. On an accnovate examina- 
ti<m, I could nofc percdve tbe leMt defect in 
the af^carance of either eye. Snajpenlingr 
however, that there might be soiae dcgrae 
of acrimony in the secretion ot tbe ciliary 
glands, I applied the citrine ointment to* thcr 
edges of the eye-lids, two or three days in 
succession, as in common cases of the Fso- 
rophthalmy, but it did not afford her any 
assistance. On extending my inquiries rela- 
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tlve tober health, I was mfornoed^that oa. 
difierent occasions in the earlj part of faer 
life, when her eyes felt uneasy, she ba4 
experienced more relief from the application 
of leeches, than from any other remedy. 
Notwithstanding her weak state, and the 
total absence of inflammation, I therefore 
recommended her to put two leeches on 
each temple; to apply a small blister behind 
or rather above one of the ears, every ^hree 
or four days ; and, as cold applications were 
very unoorofortable to her cyts^ to apply to 
them, morning and evening, the corner of 
her handkerchief dipped in camomile tea^ ^ 
hot as it could be pleasantly borne, wiping 
the Ud^ djy after it was used, and embro- 
catittg them, as well as the temples and fore- 
head, afterw^rdsi with an infusion of elder 
flowers in camphorated spirit With this 
advice the lady left me, and went into 
Hampshire; a»d in about a month she wrote 
to inform pie that the leeches had afforded 
her immediate relief and had several times 
been repeated; that the hot camomile tea 
was a very grateful application, and her 
eyes werq t)ecome quite strong dupng the 
^^j cMciiencmg only a very small weakr 

1 
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ncss when she exposed them to a strong 
light or worked or read much by candle 
ligbt 



CASE VIIL 

Dimness of Sight, accompanying a slight 
Ophthalmy, cured by Leeches^ &c. 

Mrs. M. who resided near Feversham, in 

Kent, a thin delicate looking woman, about [ 

50 years of age, applied to me in August 

1798, on account of a great dimness in the 

sight of the right eye, accompanied with a 

slight appearance of inflammation. The 

sight of the left eye had been lost some 

years, and its blindness was occasioned by 

a violent inflammation, which had left a 

total opacity and projection of the Cornea. 

On inquiring, I was informed that she was 

almost always troubled with a slight cough, 

and was subject to frequent inflammations 

in her lungs. From hence I was led to 

suspect that the dimness, at present so 

alarming to her, was produced by the 

6 
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inflammatory disposition in her habit^ though 
it did not show itself by any high degree of 
inflammation in the part afiected. I took 
away, therefore, a small quantity of blood 
by scarifying the lower right eye-hd, and 
she^experienced an amendment in her sight 
almost immediately. I repeated it the 
following day, and gave her a weak satur* 
nine lotion, made clear by the addition of a 
few drops of the muriatic acid, with a re- 
commendation to apply it to the eyes fre- 
quently. This afforded her further relief, 
but the sight of the right eye was still dim. 
I now desired that three leeches mi^t be 
applied on each temple. They bled copi- 
ously, and the inflammation was afterwards 
much diminished. The red praecipitate 
ointment was applied to the eye-lid every 
morning, being carefully wiped off* imme- 
diately afterwards. The leeches were re- 
peated after three days, and afterwards the 
inflammation entirely disappeared, and the 
;6ight became quite clear. 
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CASE IX. 

Dimness af Sight, tvith a dight degree tjf 
Ophthaimy^ cured by large Evacuations; 
4nnd foUmved by an extraordinary dmnge 
in the Sight from Presbyiic to Myopic. 

In the year 1798, I met Sir Walter Far- 
qubar to consider the case of a kdj, about 
SO years of age, who came from the neigh- 
bourhood of Lymi, in Norfolk, in imich 
distress of mind, on account of a very con^ 
siderable mist whidi she constantly pciv 
ceived before the right eye. The sight of 
her left eye had been long imperfect: 4md 
tte present dimness of the right eye, wlricfe 
Jaad continued a fortnight, followed a cold 
which affected her head, but had not pro- 
duced any considerable inflammation of the 
eye itself. She appeared to be a strong 
healthy woman, but had suffered much 
anxiety, shortly before the dimness of sight 
came on, in consequence of the illness of a 
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near relation. On account of die del^ressed 
state of* her spirits, she had tdken volatile 
medicineg ; but these had evidently producf^d 
a disagreeaUe heat on the skin* and rathet 
an inaiBase of the dimness. When Sir W^ 
ter Farquhar ami I first met on this case^ 
the ladj s pulse was rather strong, and h^ 
countaiance oppressed: but there vms not 
any whtteikess of the tohgne, and the pupi^ 
of the eye did not alter its size, when exa- 
mined in different degrees of light. Iqi this 
instantie there seemed to be some room for 
hesitating, vs^ther the dimness j^oceeded 
from nervouA debility, or from an inflam- 
matory diathesis. The increase of symp- 
toms^ which seemed to follow the use of 
volatile medidnes, inclined us to adopt the 
latter of these ofmions; and it was deter^ 
mined to employ an antiphlogistic course of 
treatment. I immediately opened the vein 
that passed on the right side of the nose> 
and took from it four ounces of blood ; 
four grains of calomel were given her, and a 
purging mixture was prescribed to be taken, 
cochlea tim, every two hours, until the 
bowels were moved. Animal food, and 
wine of ail sort?, were prohibited; and she, 
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was desired to ayoid a strong %iit> and 
every exertion that was likely to stimulate 
the eyes unduly^ Three time^ in the day 
the eye Wias fomented with Weak brandy 
and water; and the red praedpitate oint- 
ment was applied at bed time. On the fbl- 
lotving day, no great difierence was disco- 
vered in the appearance of the eye, but the 
sight was not worse. A large blister was 
now applied on her back, and a draught 
composed of the infusion of roses, with 
two scruples of the magnesia vitriolata, 
was ordered to be given three times in the 
day. The blister excitied a very consider- 
able d^ree of strangury, which was taken 
off by the free use of gum* arable in the 
common emulsion. The third day her 
countenance was more open, and the pa- 
tient acknowledged that the dimness of 
sight was not quite so considerable* The 
abstemious mode of living was still pursued ; 
the saline draught, in a state of efferves- 
cence, was substituted for the infusion of 
roses with salts; and the hot brandy and 
water was still frequently applied to her 
eyes in the course of the day. In a week 
the mist was removed; but the pupil cotxr 
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tinued of one fixed size in all degrees of 
light. A decoction of the Cortex Peruvia- 
nus, mixed with the Sal Polychrestus, was 
now prescribed in place of the Saline 
draughts^ and light animal food was per- 
mitted to be taken once in the day. Shortly 
after this time the lady went into the 
countrj', the right eye being perfectly free 
from any defect of sight; — ^but this eye had 
undergone a very considerable and extraor- 
dinary change; since^ instead of receiving 
benefit from convex glasses^ which she had 
before found necessary to enable her to 
read and see near objects, she could see 
near objects without such aid; and, on the 
contrary, distant objects appeared so con- 
fused, that she was obliged to make use of 
a concave glass of the 6th number that 
are sold in the shops, whenever she wished 
to make such objects appear distinctly. 
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CASE X. 

Weakness of Sight, u^ith Paik in ifie BMd, 
nnd Tailing qf the upper Eye4id, without 
visible Ophthalmyy cured hy Leebhes. 

A few years ago, a youn^ kdy, about 20 
years of age, catne under my care, on ac- 
count of Such an extreme weakness 6f sight, 
that she could ndt bear either the light of 
tlie day, or that which is giveft by candles, 
without great uneasiness; and her ieye^lids 
fell cdnistantly so low oyer the eyes, that 
the Cornea was scarcely visible, at any time,r 
without the application of the finger to 
raise them. This was Accompanied with 
a constant pain in the head, which was 
particularly severe in one spot over the 
forehead, which the patient could cover 
with the end of her finger. The debility 
and pain had continued many weeks, and 
was supposed to have been occasioned hy 
too close application to miniature painting : 
the* young lady having excelled so much ia 
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thifi mt, as tQ have been bonpured h^ th^ 
gift &f several medals from public societjiep , 
fif arti3t8. Her cqunten^nce, with tbe ejcr 
ception of the f^ll qi the eye-lids, denpited 
perfefil health; tbe^e w»? ao buniQHr oa 
any pirt of .tbe akin; her pjilse was gpQd; 
and all ^e eyacu»tions wer^e continued w 
the 0io*t regular manner. TJbe applicatioj^ 
fif ihb citrimie ointmeij-t afforded no kind of 
i^ief. Electricity, though applied in the 
fiiildd&t mgnaer, iiicreaAed the weakness, an4 
Aiade iier bead ix^re painful. Strengheqing 
remedies, arid streogth^ng applications cf 
/rafiotts kiod6> ihad been triqd under the 
iiictotjjo{^ ;c^ jxa eminent physician, as weljl 
as under n^ own, witbou^t affording the 
^Mttallest reUef. It was ^t one time sy§r 
l>ected t^at so^^e disease might exist in tba^ 
{>arti€ular pattiof the head, which the young 
Jady dei^oabed as siifieting most on every 
acoe^loh of Jight :to the eyes; and in con- 
sultation with Elr. Saunders, it was agreed 
jtoiijake aicircplar incision upon this part, 
jgwle: thrDi%h..the pericranium, and suffidr 
.eiitly^large..to include the. whole that was 
.^escFifoed w sUfiering the chief pain. A 
jpqfrtioniQf ioitegiiments, neai;lyas large as a 
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half crown piece, was accordingly removed j 
but no riiorbid appearance was discovered 
either in the pericranium or cranium. The 
young lady, however, experiended much 
ease after the operation; her eye-lids opened 
more widely, and the access of light did 
not give so much pain. She continued 
better about a week; but after this time the 
pain and weakness returned in a degree 
quite equal to that she had before expe- 
rienced. It was now suspected, that the 
relief she had received from the operation 
was chiefly occasioned by the loss of blood 
that attended it. It was therefore agreed 
to apply three or four leeches on the hollow 
part of each temple. This was accordingly 
done, and it afforded her immediate ease, 
which lasted about three days; but then 
the pain in the head returned in nearly as 
great a degree as before. Six leeches were 
applied on the upper part of the forehead, 
and they again afforded great service. It 
being now in some measure ascertained, that 
relief was only to be afforded by takin]^ 
away blood from some part near the seat of 
the disease, six, eight, and sometimes ten 
leeches were applied, either on the forehead 
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or temples, once or twice every week, for 
the space of eight or ten weeks; the 
relief after each application being always 
considerable, and the pain in the head, with 
the weakness of sight, and the falling of 
the eye-lids, gradually amending; and in 
about three months, without the use of any 
other remedy, these distressing symptoms 
were all removed; and the young lady 
became quite free from pain, and perfectly 
recovered the use of her eyes. 



CASE XL 

Peculiar Opacity of the Cornea, consequent 
on an Ophthalmy which commenced whilst 
under the use of Mercurial Medicines. 

In the year 1 795, I was desired to attend 
a daughter of Mr. P. in Carey-street, about 
sue years old, on account of a violent inflam- 
mation in both her eyes, which was accom- 
panied with much pain, and a total inability 
to open the eye-lids. The inflammation 
was attributed to 4 cold, which the young 
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lady caught during the Hmie she ^as taking 
a mercurial mtedicinle to preparfe her f6r the 
femall pox. The precipitate ointment, witfe 
the fomentation made with poppy heads, 
\vere found Very useful to ^ve her ease; 
and after clearing her bowels, I ordered the 
decoction of the Cortex Peruviahus, with jEi 
few grains of the Sal Polychlrestus, to 1bfe 
given her twicie in the day. By this treat-^ 
ihent the painful part of the inflammation 
was soon removed, and the eyes became 
sufficiently strong tp allow me to examine 
the state of the Cornea. I now discovered 
this tunic, in both eyes, to be universally 
clouded with a dewy taoisture, which 
seemed to transude continually through its 
pores; and it occasioned the Cornea to 
appear much flatter than it usually is when 
jn an undiseased state. I directed a saturnine 
lotion to be applied instead of the fomen- 
tation made with poppy heads, and after- 
tv^rds changed this for a vitriolic lotion j 
but neither of them made any alteration in 
the appearance of the Cornea. 1 then added 
four grains of the powder of alum to a 
very vv^eak saturnine lotion, and directed ^ 
little of it to be dropped upon the eye, 
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three or four times in the di^y. This, though 
ill applied^ in the course of a weeJc, seemeid 
to make a favourable change in jthe appear- 
ance of the Cornea. J was therefore encou- 
raged to pursue the plan ; and in addition tp 
it, once in the xky, I dropped on the eye a 
small quantity of a powder, composed of 
one ^rt of alum, and nine parts of fiae 
sugar. From this she certainly derived 
considerable service, and in a $hort time was 
able to dbcover Ae colours of the carpet, 
and shortly afterwards, to read large letjtexs. 
She now ;was sent to the sea side, where the 
.same plan of treatment vi^s pursued^ an4 
^er a few weeks she xetumed to town, 
Slaving recovered a perfect ^ight with botih 
jeyes. 



€ASE XII. 

.Opacify in the Cornea of each ]Eye, wiihojAt 
my previous Ophthalmy- 

Miss L. the daughter of an eminent physt* 
jcian, ^bout 18 years of age, w^ brought to 
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me in October 1791, on account of a dolnf^s 
in the appearance of the Cornea of the left 
eye, which rendered vision indistinct, and had 
not been preceded by any degree either of 
pain or inflammation in the Tunica Conjunct 
tiva. On examining the eye, I perceived a 
considerable number of minute spots, which 
resembled drops of dew, that overspread the 
greater part of the Cornea; and on looking at 
the right eye, I perceived one of a similar 
kind, precisely in the centre of the Cornea^ 
and not larger thay a very small pin's head. 
The patient was a* very delicate young lady, 
and I was informed that the menstrual 
evacuation was both deficient in quantity^ 
and irregular in its time of returning. In 
this instance it seemed necessary to preserve 
two objects in view, first, to support the 
strength of the constitution, and secondly, 
to promote the absorption of the effused 
lymph. To accomplish these purposes, it 
was agreed to give her a steel medicine twice 
in the day, and one sixteenth of a grain of 
Hydrargyrus M uri^tus every night. Three 
leeches were directed to be applied to the left 
temple, and a blister behind the ear on that 
aide- The Ungueptum Hydrargyfi Nitrati 
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was applied to the edges of the eye-lids once 
in the day, and the eyes were immersed, 
morning and evening, in an eye-glass filled 
with warm water, to which were added tea 
drops of a mixture containing one grain of 
the Hydrai^rus Muriatus, with four drops 
of the muriatic add/ and an ounce of distilled 
water. These remedies were continued a 
week: at the end of which time the 
dulness of the left Cornea was evidently 
diminished, and the vision of objects some- 
what more distinct The former advice was 
repeated, and directions were given to apply 
three more leeches on the left temple. In 
another week the small opaque spot was 
completely removed from the right Cornea, 
and the dullness of the left Cornea continued 
to diminish. The leeches were applied four 
different times, and, at the end of a month, 
her general health was much improved, and 
both the eyes were perfectly restored to 
^heir natural appearance and use. 
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CASE XllL 

Opacity of the Cornea of cook Ef^ tuith 
enlarged veseek on its surf ace^ consGjueni 
^(Hm mn Ophthalmy. 

On the 19th of Jjune 1798, Mn P. of 
-Gcjrai^seDd, about 20 y^eais \oi2^%^ ajppUed to 
me OQ aocount c£ a great dullness of the left 
Cornea, accompanied with blood yessek 
(visiblj ad^i^ncing upaa this iKiat from the 
ConjuncAiTa, and with a sligbt geoecsd 
inflammation in this last mentioned tunic. 
Tbe Tinotmra Thebaica had been applied to 
liis^ye in the coantry, and different other 
applications had been employed, without 
a^rding him any relief. I directed five 
leeches to be applied immediatdy to the \eSt 
temple, a laige iblister on the head^ a saline 
draught with a scruple of Sal Polychrestus 
to be given three times in the day, and the 
eye to be frequently washed with a weak 
saturnine aluminous lotion. On the 23d^ 
(wl)ich w^ the first time that I could obtain 
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a good i&i^tdftlie eye, in consequence of 
its peculiar iititability, and the small i^ce 
between the eye4ids,) I observed neaiiy oa 
the centre of the Cornea, a small bloody 
extravasation, Five leeches were again 
applied on the kft teitople. On the 26tb, 
the bloody speck on tbe Cornea appeared to 
be diminished. July 4th, the amendment 
was very considerable; the speck being leas, 
and the preternatural vessels on the Cornea 
much contracted in sisse, July 6th, the right 
^e began to be atfected precisely in the 
same manner that the left eye had before 
been attacked • The sight becanf^e dim, the 
Cornea had a visibly dull look, and some 
blood vessels seemed to advance from the 
Conjunctiva beyond the rim of the Cornea. 
In this eye, as well as in the rformer, I 
should have been inclined to remove a 
portion of the Conjunctiva, all round the 
Cornea, so as to cut off the communication 
pf the morbid vessels on the Cornea with 
the other part of the Conjunctiva, if the 
irritability of the eye had not been so con- 
siderable. This alone formed a powerful 
objection to the operation ; and when added 
tp the thidj:ness pf the i&y(>-lidp, together 



Digitized by 



Google 



172 Cotes 

with the smallness of the space between the 
upper and lower; when they were widened 
as far as was possible, it rendered such an 
operation, in a great measure, impracticable. 
I directed five leeches to be appUed to the 
right temple. And another large blister on 
the top of the head. July 8th, three more 
leeches were applied on the right temple. 
July loth, the sight of both eyes was 
extremely dull, but the opacity in the 
Cornea appeared to be somewhat diminished. 
I applied daily to the edges of the eye-Uds a 
little of the red praecipitate ointment, and 
dropped on the Cornea a few drops of a 
mixture of a scruple of Calomel, in half an 
ounce of elder-flower water. The saturnine 
aluminous lotion was continued as before. 
July 13th, three leeches were again applied 
to each temple. July 17th, the left eye 
appeared to be much improved in the power 
of vision. July 24th, the amendment con- 
tinued. July 27th, the leeches were again 
applied to the right temple. August 6th, 
the left Cornea was very nearly clear, and 
the right had but few blood vessels upon it. 
He now returned to the country, with di- 
rections to repeat the application of t^e 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the Ophihcdmy. 173 

leeches every four or five dajrs; to continue 
the use of the saturnine aluminous lotion^ 
with that of the red praecipitate ointment ; 
and to avoid every thing in his diet, that 
could produce heat or inflamms^on. 



CASE XIV- 

Opacity of the Cornea of both Et/es, with a 
very sUght degree of Ophthalmy, come- 
, quenton a Typhus Fever ^ and cured by an 
Operation. 

In the latter part of the year 1796, I was 
desired to meet Doctor Cook, to consider 
the case of a young lady, fifteen years of 
age, who had had a low fever for a consi- 
derable . time, and, on recovering from it, 
|)erceivcd the sight of her left eye to be very 
imperfect, though it had not been preceded 
by either pain or inflammation . On examin- 
ing the eye, I observed a slight opacity, 
extending over the whole Cornea, with the 
appearance of njinute drops of water, tha^ 
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fieemed to transude through the pores of 
this tunic. Jdthov^ the fercr^ at the time 
i WHS conaaike^^ waa removed^ the patijent 
was then m Sveak, ihat it was Ibau^t ner 
cessary to contimie the iwe of tke Peruvian 
bark, which had been already given nearly 
a fortnight , and she was recommended to 
wash the eye three or four times in the day 
with an aluminous lotion. At the end of a 
week I saw the Jmtient again ^ and though 
the opacity was not then diminished, it did 
not appear either to Doctor Cook, or ihe> * to 
be increased. The same itreatmanj; was, 
therefore, directed for another week; bii(l at 
the end of this time, as no amendmest Was 
visible, I advised to blow the powder of 
?fine sugar, mixed with onp-iteMh part! of 
alum, upon the eye once inUie day, 'andijo 
wash it frequently by means of an ^crgladfli 
•with a weak solution ^f the* Hydrargyms 
Muriatus. These applications fwere nMl^ 
tinued for a third week; but, atithc/endua^f 
this time, the opacity in the ittferior part of 
•the Cornea, ifistead of diminifldiing, jwafe 
evidently increased, and near to this p^rt 
^^evet^l Vessels of an ei^larged site were ob^ 
•fierved in (he tFwnica CoDJtiiicti'va. .^Piie 
1 
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young lady was still free froim pain, and did 
not expmence any coraiderable weakness in 
the eye. Three leeches were now applied 
Ob the Idft temple : the use of die bark was 
Continued on account of her general debi- 
lity ; and the other applications were made 
to tbe eye as before. After tiie bkecfin)^ 
with leeches> the enlarged vessels on the 
Conjunctiva appeared to be somewhat cR* 
minished, but the opacity not only retnained, 
but i?ras become so considerable, that, with 
this eye^ tbe patient could not distinguisfa 
tmt finger frorfi another. It now occurred 
to me, that the opacity did not extend 
through the whole thidcness of the Cornea, 
but was rather an afFecticwi of !the membrane 
which is continued over the Cornea from (he 
Conjunctiva, in like manner as the Epider^ 
mis is continued over the true skin in other 
parts of the body. The opacity, however, 
seemed to be connected with a morbid state 
of the blowl vessds of the Tunica Conjunc- 
tiva, since these were much enlarged on 
that side where tbe opacity was greatest, 
and some of tbem advanced on the Cornea 
beyond the line of separation between the 
two tuni9S. ./Having this idea of the disor- 
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der, I submitted to the physician, the pro- 
priety of removing a portion of the enlarged 
vessels of the Conjunctiva, in order that the 
communication, which the blood had through 
them, to the opacity in the Cornea, might 
he cut off; and the proposal being approved 
by him, it was stated to the young lady and 
her friends, who giving their consent, I per- 
formed the operation in the following man- 
ner: — A portion of the Conjunctiva was 
embraced between the blades of a forceps, 
that had a small ring at its termination, and, 
being thus fully secured, I cut it off with a 
pair of curved scissars, taking in about one- 
sixteenth of an inch of this tunic from before 
backwards and as much of it in a direction 
parallel to the circumference of the Cornea 
as I was able to include. I repeated the 
process, in the same manner, as often as was 
necessary to make a complete section round 
the Cornea, the universal dulness of this 
tunic giving reason to apprehend that the 
vessels were morbidly affected in every 
direction. The operation gave the patient; 
who was singularly timid, much less pain 
than she expected, and the eye was after- 
vv^ards covered with a compress, dipped in a 
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H^eak saturnine lotion. On the following 
day the eye felt sore> but was very little 
inflamed. The saturnine lotion was con- 
tinued about three days; but afterwards it 
was changed for a weak solution of the 
Hydrargyrus Muriatus. Within a week, 
the opacity in the inferior part of the Cor- 
nea was considerably diminished; and, a 
few days afterwards, a return of transpa- 
rency was observed round the whole cir-- 
cumference of this coat; its central part, 
jhowever, being still so completely opaque, 
that the pupil could scarcely be seen through 
it, and of course the patient being still un- 
able to perceive any sort of object After 
this time, the opacity continued to diminish 
gradually, without requiring any other al- 
teration in the treatment than that of oc- 
casionally applying some powdered sugar. 
The progress of amendment was regularly 
from the circumference to the centre; the 
central part being opaque long after the 
transparency was perfectly restored near its 
circumference. The whole of the Cornea, 
however, became quite clear in the course 
of a few weeks. But— just at the time 
when this was a€Comphshed> the sight of 

N 
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the irV^ht ey6, Which, till fiflW, ft*d beftit 
strbrig and clear, btpcfame dim, tVithwit any 
marks ^f itiflahimatibti ih th* ConjuiMrtiiOy 
6r of opacity m the Cornell; krA after a few 
^kys, a. sli^t dond began ttt slwW itself in 
the inferior part of thfe last hientioiied tonic 
Three leechefs iHretfe httlinediafcly Applied 0* 
the hollow part of the right t^toptej Aftd 
thfe sanfie kitifl of ifemedies were toa^e %iB* 
of to this eye, as had beefe applied to the 
bther. i^^o ainendftient was observed, how* 
tv«, after they had been used several day*; 
6n the contrary, ttrnie bldod Vei^te round 
the Cornea became enlarge, and the opa- 
city increased rapidly ; k dewy look being 
soon discovered on its snrfoce, similar to 
that which had been perceiwd, at the be** 
ginning of the tiisorder, oh the surface of 
the Cornea of the other ej'^. The Ttrtiicai 
Conjunctiva became ^Iso mt^e generally itt- 
llamed than in the former instance. On diia 
account I repeated the application of tbfe 
leeches^ and scarified the inside df the eye^ 
lids Vith ihe 'point of ^ lancet ; •by wbiclir 
tiieans the inflammation 'was softiewtet 
abated, but the opacity and ^ewy look &€ 
the Cornea continued to incSrOTse. 'Ett?- 
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etmnge^ by the success wfeich attended the 
p^i?fpr«»ance qf the opcratior?, ^ove-de- 
fipribed, on the left eye, I proposed to repeat 
it Qft thi$ abo. The yoyng lady would not 
cojBseot for ^veral days; but, at lei^tb, 
4})e l^lindness became jbio eoosiderable^ thai: 
«he agreed to smbmit to it Jfi performuig 
it, I xoade use of the forc^ and scissars as 
ooi the forioer .occafitpn. The operation 
.seemed to gii^e more pain than it did on the 
. left eye; a^id when I had earned the divi"- 
«on of ti^ jGonjujictiva round the ijoferior 
pant of the Cornea, I could not prAyaU on 
the pa^fcient to perioat me to eany it round 
Ihe superiop part A compress w:et with 
a Mtyniuae lotion was applied Aver the eye, 
j^ukI plain ^sdine draughts were i^ven her for 
itwo x)r ^three Jays ; Tmt, after this, they wene 
ixiixed with a decoction xxf the /Cortex Eeru- 
'jrianxis, on aceoimt .qf iier general dehi^ty . 
^Ehe liiMflammation that foUoTv:ed ^this opera- 
jdcm, .thou^ far Stom affording alarm, was 
^reat^ tiian ,on ithe former occasion ; on 
wliich aocaunt i scarified the inside of [the ' 
dower eye-Jidfi, itdbree or four -times within 
the jfollowing week, in about a fortnight^ 
/&e loi^t;^ 'paDt .cf die jdght.Cornea, pai4dcD'> 
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larlj near its rim^ began to assume its na- 
tural polish, its upper and middle part still 
remaining white and dewy. In another 
week, the improvement in its appearance 
was so considerable, and seemed so evi- 
dently to be occasioned by the last opera- 
tion, that I prevailed on the patient to allow 
me, in a similar manner, to divide the ves- 
sels on the upper part of the Conjunctiva. 
The inflammation was now much- less than 
that which followed the division of vessels, 
in the inferior part of the Conjunctiva (^ 
this eye. Within a fortnight after this time, 
we had the satisfaction to see, not only the 
transparency in the inferior part of the 
Cornea advanced nearly to its centre, but a 
similar transparency commencing round the 
upper circumference of the Cornea, under 
that part from whence I had last removed 
a portion of the Conjunctiva. A weak sa- 
turnine lotion, cleared by the muriatic acid, 
in the proportion of three drops of the acid 
to two ounces of the lotion, was r^olarly 
applied to both eyes, three or four times 
every day ; and once in that time, two or 
.three drops of a mixture of one scruple of 
Halomel^ in half an ounce of elder-flower 
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water, were dropped upon the eye. No 
particular attention, after this, became ne- 
cessary; and in. about three weeks from 
the time of the last operation, the patient 
perfectly recovered the sight of both her 
eyes; both the Corneas having, resumed 
their natural transparency, without showing 
the least vestige of opacity in any part of 
either of them. 



Bemqrks on the preceding Case. 

The principal circumstance which claims 
our notice in the preceding case, is that of 
the Cornea becoming universally opaque, 
without any considerable inflammation, 
either preceding, or accompanying, this 
change in its structure. The Cornea is 
composed of many laminse, placed one over 
another, and its external lamina is formed 
by a transparent membrane continued from 
the Tunica Conjunctiva. In a state of disease, 
this membrane often becomes visible, by 
means of the blood vessels that are continued 
from one of ,these tunics to the other; and it 
npt unfrequently is raised on diiSerent parts of 
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flie C6«iba; in mh fBrffi 8f VfticatiBfiS} 
wHlcli ii% sotaetifiifei ti^fep^Wiit, ilfed ilt 
dihet time^ Blleii tHtti a piirUlent MlSi, 
thi^ fnettit)rittM li IHe pirt '^bichj Ih thB 
caib ibbve-ttiekiUohed; Ijfefcaiflfe iiniS^eftaHy 
^^d^iUfe; ahd ai sbdh a's I peft:6iVed the 
Blbb'd Vfesfe^lb bF thfe GbHJuHt'tivk adtdhcihg 
^i^oIi the 6^k'citf In 'tfieCoJhfe^, it o'cctirftia 
to me, that if I could cut off Ibe te'dppiy 
of blood from one of these parts to the 
other, the diseased action upon the Cornea 
might probably be stopped^ tire bpa^^tie par- 
ticles be cast off, and the surface under 
riieife resTttVne Hidt 'dfegi^ee of tir^'hspafeiicy, 
iK^ch ^^ ft'ecessiiy Vo a!fi6w thfe 'rhjs bf 
light to pifes thi*of6gh it'. To xtc^onipKfeli 
tKs objecti it sefettied Vequisitfe liot Wff td 
aivyde the Vie^eTs ttiat surMttdfed Ihe Cor- 
Aea, but to remove k ^all ^oftton 'fhJih 
each of th'ete; sriide, WitWtk this Istt jik^ft 
6f the opeiiWdb, tl!fe Vefes^ls HHrbuM tia^ 
^'nit^did hgarh after 'their idiVisibtr, ^d thfe 
design in VieV wdtdd, df ^coiir^e, hivie feiHed 
Hf success. The eVfent justified my fekjJec- 
fetibh; Ifnd 'is a ^bof th^t'the kfneiidincWfc 
^ife prbdtided Tby the 'dpferbftioh, "the Teidct 
^fl tJfl^ ridtiiie, ^HSt it 'wife ^'aS?ftiia '<«» 
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the right eye at two different times, only 
the inferior part of the Cornea being sur- 
tounded on the first occasion ; and this half 
was the only part that resumed its trans- 
parency ; the other half remained perfectly 
opaque, until it was surrounded in a similar 
naannter by ^ subsequent operation. — ^A3 X dp 
not recoUeict to baye seep ^ny case similar 
to the preceding, d€tscri)l^ by audiors on 
this subject, and as several of the same kind 
jbave fallen iwider »y ohaerration, I J)eg 
leave to lay before the reader two more, 
wlakb were rcljeyed by an operation of a 
Jifce kiod. — I w'\^ k to be ren^^jpberedi 
Iipvt^)ever, tbfU: MJ^ it^e cases in which it h^s 
Jbeen pucc^sful yv^re iifimccompanijed wijtli 
a^y active isn^ftp^pi^iatipn. Xi^ a case of tjbis 
last \kiQdj j[ oi^ice jsaw it increase the in^ 
^a9ii|ia:tiQ9 <:onsi4eit^y. Such active in- 
4ftammatio9^ are ^soo^imes acpampanied 
rby a ^similar 4^wy appearanoe qf H^ Cor- 
:nea; but ^y are best rtjlieyed % tl^ 
jaepeated use of leeches, and other evaqu- 
isrting remedies, t^ether vvitli «edative ap- 
flHcatkms ts> Ahe ^itself. 
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CASE XV. 

Universal Opacity of the Corneas of hoth 
EyeSy similar to the preceding, without 
previous Ophthalmy. 

Miss S. of Greenwich, was advised to 
apply to me, by Mr. Mills of that place, in 
the latter end of August 1 797, on account 
of a great deficiency in the sight of the 
right eye, which was accompanied with so 
small a degree of inflammation in the Tu- 
nica Conjunctiva, that it was scarcely per- 
^ceptible. It had gradiially increased for 
about a fortnight; and at the time I saw 
her, there w^as an evident dulness in the ap- 
pearance of the Cornea. . The patient could 
not be said to enjoy a bad state of health; 
but, although she was eighteen years of 
age, .the menstruial evacuation had never 
been regular, and her boyv^els were very apt 
to be costive. Believing the affection of 
the eye to depend much on these circum- 
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stances, I prescribed three leeches to be 
applied to the right temple, a draught conir 
posed of Gum Myrrh, mixed wiih Rali 
and Ferrum Vitriolatum, to be given thre^ 
times in the day, gentle purgative medi- 
cines to be administered when necessary, 
and the eye to be frequently washed with 
a weak solution of the HydrargjTus Muri* 
atus. A little powdered sugar was also 
dropped upon her eye, once in the day, 
with a view to stimulate the absorbents, to 
take up any portion of lymph that might 
be extravasated in the substance of the Cor- 
nea. These remediesi were continued a 
fortnight without occasioning any improve^ 
ment in her sight ; and, towards the latter 
part of this time, a redness w^as dicovered 
in the inferior part of the Cornea, which 
much resembled an extravasation of blood 
in the substance of this tunic. The redness 
seamed to have a connection with some 
enlarged vessels in the . inferior part of the 
Tunica Conjunctiva, on which account I 
was induced to recommend a division of 
the vessels, in the way that has been de- 
scribed in the preceding case, by taking 
them ]up. with a forceps, and repoving a 
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fortibn of them *with a curved pair of 
scissafs. This operation was performed on 
the 20th of September. It did not give 
^eat pain^ nor was any considaiable inr 
lamination excited by it ; but more than a 
fortnight elapsed befoiie the patient wH 
MM&ble of any improvement in her Bight 
Osk th« 9th of October, hoirercr, I was 
ttble CDtifidently tx> iaj, that the inferior 
^rt of the Ck)mea began to atssume its nar 
faral polish; and I had the Batisfacldon to 
tiiear thiat the mehsitrual eracuation had re- 
turned in an icicireased quantity. T%ie yonog 
lady tm« still iiisenfihle of any amc^ndm^it 
i^ hqr teigfht, and the central pat)t of the 
XjiAme^ i-emmned as opaque as it wias at ibe 
tittpe 'of the operation. Thnee tirties in ihe 
^y i ajdvdsed ber to apply a weak solution 
^ Hydtai^yrws Miliriatiis tvarln 4o the eye, 
In an eyeglass; and onoe in tbM time a 
iit^ powdered sugar was ttropiped inpon 
^ ^e. On the i JiHi, Ahe drai^parc^nqf i€*f 
khe Cwi^a was so much inareaaed that the 
infenor 'part ^f ^he vpupil ^eCBxne visiWc; 
^rtd, ^er »thfe, th^ arattidment ad^mnced 
4^pidly, ^nd, 4n a short ftime, ^ tGomaa 
^D^tiLttit 'quite ^ear^ and the ii^ision {>as&ct. 
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Vttttbfef, th* t>atifeni fc&hght a iriokiht fcoM, 
WHfch Wai fbllawfed .wltb a tttinsIdefttM* 
stji-eri^^ in Ib^ tiirodt. Thtee ebhtihil^ 
si^Veral dky^i dttd iS they fffent ttff, ^IM: 
bfegarii fb^ Ihd ft^t tlhfH^i to J)erc«lv« %MI 
tlib Sight bif' hfer 1^ feye WaS iriif^eri^. 
A^ tbefe *vr^ hbt then any itAiHaittithh \A 
tftyi ObnjaHbtiVs, arid ttb ilt^rartkJn Wd§'vl- 
fflMi in thtt 06hi6a, I bnly &(J#feid bef.t* 
w^rfi Her hyt S/nth k Wiaai bcflii««tl of Sj^* 
cfrai^yt^ife Mutiattt^i sii^llar b that Shte fed 
uSfeii to thfc '</rtiter fe;;^ \ ttsd ^s *he had tih*" 
dteihfess Jrdtti a tbot^ y^tt tfte feafti* iM^ 
T»?Wc!i tttiAth I o*)smfed tb Ite dtteaJHia, T 
dfeii^a tliat it iiiigW: bfe <bktra«;dli Irtrt itS 
rfetttbval ittadt rib Fa^icrtliTJWfe tihang^ in -Ate 
^te tof "hd- sigW. Ott t^ fccytftrai^', ilfhfe 
obscurity bf fte Cotftea incteSed, thfcC!<fti^ 
jiiWictiva becantfe isli^iy ihflatnea, iahd ttfe 
eye ^va^;ery; ttet riiehitAiarioh ako con- 
t5tt6e4 vefry d^fedtiv6. ThWe 46edh6s ««r«rfe 
^^^iied to hei: Ifefl ^eihpl^; W^ %tet ,-^61* 
;^ttt iftto ivirm H^^tfer ^verj?- "^ferfin^; afnd 
€hfe drdti^ts 'dofti^bs^ -of 'Owiti Myrrh, 
Mi, «id ^rf'Afm 'Vifenaae6tt»s iWte agdhi 



Digitized by 



Google 



1881 Caset 

times repeated, and I r^eatedlj scarified 
the inside of the eye-lids; but, notwith- 
standing this, the opacity increased, and 
the Cornea,, in a short time, appeared, as 
had before happened to the right eye, to 
have a dew constantly lodged npon its sur« 
fj^ce, which completely hindered vision. 
The right eye, however,, continued perfect- 
ly .well, On the, 5th of December, as the 
imperfection in vision, with the left eye, 
still continued in the same state as before, 
I performed the operation of removing a. 
portion of the Conjunctiva, round the whole 
drcum&rence of this Cornea, in the same 
manner in which I had before removed it 
in the other. It occasioned no great in- 
crease of inflammation, and the we^k sub- 
limate lotion was still applied. Three weeks 
elapsed afterwards, before I could be cer- 
tain of any amendment in the appearance 
of the Cornea. I then beg2|n to observe a 
transparency, lyith a small degree of the 
natural polish, round the rim of the Cor^ 
nea. This slowly increased ; thp solution 
of Hydrargyrus Muriatus was still conti- 
i?ued; and powdered ^ugar, mixed, with 
onp tenth p^rt of Calomel^ was occasionally 
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dropped on the eye. In about a wedt, the 
sides of the pupil .were plainly visible 
through the Cornea ; ' and in about six 
weeks the whole of the opaque matter 
was absorbed, and the left eye, as well as 
the right, recovered its perfect appearance 
and use. 



CASE XVI. 



Universal Opacity of the Cornea of both 
Eyes, preceded by the use of Mercurial 
Medicines, and accompanied ivith only a 
small degree of Ophthaltny, cured hy an 
Operation. 

Mr. M. about 30 years of age, applied to 

'me in July 1801, on account of a great 

opacity in the Corhea of the right eye, in 

the upper part of which there appeared to 

* be an effusion of blood, and over the whole 

-of the tunic, a dewy appearance, which 

entirely deprived the eye of sight Hef ap- 

p^ed at that time to be in perfect healthy 

5 
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Imt ft %^ii \km Worn i^e.^Fei^nt ^vA&e 
nomgntmtii, hai })«en s^i^er lie mcmiiy 
of tqkisg imwcuriflj nje^^*, whjcb aeenasd 
foUy to h«w,^sw»re4thgpt|ifo«» for wfci^ 
jiity Irene !M«d. T^ TiisiQft <^itfiet»)ra 

been more affected than when I ^mt 
saw him. The patient being a friend of 
Mr. Cline, I met this gentleman in consul- 
tation, and, after carefully considering to- 
gether all the pi^^n9i^9,B9es of the case, 
it was thought advisable, by both of us, to 
recommend the removal of a portion of the 
CflSij^SC^ fmv4 .the ,ci«;QMftfereiji^ ^ ^e 
»Ci8W8WS, in Ah* §am^ W>^y » Vj^Ch '4 had 
J)Qf»^<Wlf in^«itwo^eQsslwJg«»W?. The 
^p^Wtiicm w^ mtmiif^tei^ ^^fi^me^, ^nd 
did not seem to give the patient ipiich p^ ; 
but three days afterwards, the Tunica Con- 
jumakm Jjecftise i^ftmieufi)^ <^k<ened. A 
'm^ saitjirfme ifttiftH ,Wft$ fre^jien^ ia^ 
^UsiA, smi^^SSS^m M JTfefe, tthip twnHE^^ii- 
iiq» .wbai^e4.. Tiite <3^6ty<^ t^iie iCJprij^, 

dtMh(9d: -M^ ^»p»r ^ (Cqrn^ ,ftf |Ue lofk 
-^ faeg^H <tp b? aff^te^ io^ w.ay pr^ci^s]^ 
MSSakv .0 ilb^t ii9f^i<^ i!|he^ij)^..(^:l^ 
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right ey« had before been attacked; the 
sight becoming extremely obscure. The 
patient, who was a medical man« beix^ 
greatly alarmed by this disoorery, and ftdly 
convinced oF the propriety of the opera** 
tion» that had beeti performed on the rig^ 
ty^y was very desirous of having it le*- 
peated on the left eye, entertmning a bc^ 
that it might arrest the progress of the ofdi^ 
city. I was not williBg, however, to !pcr» 
form it, do long as his sight contifitted toler* 
ably good; but, in the course of another 
^tf^eek, die sight of the left eye became «^ 
Tery obscure, that it was not without <lifiir 
c»lty^ he was able to fimi his .way froiai bis 
lodging in Soudiiwark, to my house in Neir 
Bridge^stnceL I, th^efbre, now divided il^ 
vessels round the left C3omea, pnecifiely iu 
Ac satne manner in which 1 had befere di- 
vided those round the right Cosnea. The 
Iteration did not occasion any oonsiderable 
Tnflammation; and the defect of sight ^r 
several days appeared to be oitatiaxiaiy^ 
About ten days after the first si|iendiion, X 
thought I saw a degree of ^tsanap^rency 
jround the eircumfercnce x^ the jight Goik 
I, >bat the colour was ^ dbspuie, that i 
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cocild not be quite certain, whether it was 
a real transparency of the Gorhea, allowing 
an imperfect view of the Iris through it, or 
a continuation of new blood vessels, from 
the rrm of the Conjunctiva. There being 
very little inflammation in the eye, the sa- 
turnine lotion was changed for a weak solu- 
tion of the Hydrargyrus Muriatus. In ano- 
ther fortnight the transparency of the right 
Cornea had increased so much, in its pro- 
gress from the circumference towards the 
centre, that on one side I could plainly 
perceive through it, a portion of the pupil. 
, I ev ery day dropped into the eye some 
powdered sugar, after anointing the edges 
of the eye-lids with an ointment, which I 
have before-mentioned, formed of red prae- 
cipitiate and butter. A similar treatment 
was made use of to the left eye, and leeches 
were repeatedly applied to the left temple; 
but though the progress of amendment in 
the right eye was visible, almost from day 
to day, the centre of the Cornea of the left 
^ye became considerably more opaque after 
the operation was performed upon it, and 
•the whole of the Cornea, for a fortnight^ 
was so very misty, that if the patient had 
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iK^ tecosv^ered the si^t of the right eye, he 
would not have been aible td ^tinguis^ 
even the ^lai^est ol^ects* About the middle 
of September^ the right Cornea was become 
so clear^ that> with this eye^ he wa$ able to 
distinguish letters of a moderate size; and 1 
DOW peax^eiyed round 4lie circumfi^ence df 
the Idi Cornea, a smooth polish, quite dif^ 
fei^ent irom the dei^y af^e^ance of iti 
centre, and which I hoped to be a retpm of 
k» natural ti^ansparencj. I^iad c^tiU, h^fw* 
enrev, a great susjMcion that small bloods 
*csseb were <:reeping over this part ctf the 
6omea> from ^le Conjunctiva. But in a. 
few da^^, my imeasinessjwas removed^- on 
piaialy perccdving, in the uppermost part of 
Ihe Cornea, that the colour of the Iris wias 
vipble throi^ it. Three more leeches were 
applied to the left temple, on account of the 
remaining inflammation in this eye; and the 
ointment and sugar' were daily applied, as 
before, together with the weak solution of 
Hydrargyrus Muriatus. The progress of 
amendment in this eye was much slower 
than it had been in the right eye. The 
same means, however, were steadily pur- 

O 
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sued, and the leeches were r^alarly pe* 
plied evety four or fire days. On the 6th of 
October, 1 took leave of the patient, and 
he returned to his home in a distant coun^, 
haying perfectly recovered the sight of the 
right eye ; and the Cornea of the left eye 
being evidently more transparent round its 
circumference, although its centre was still 
so opaque that the pupil was scarcely visible 
through it. On the 12th of November he 
made another visit to London, and then I 
had the pleasure of sedng the left Cornea 
nearly as transparent as the right; and of 
hearing that he enjoyed a perfect sight with 
both eyes. He had steadily persevered in 
the use of all the applications that were 
employed whilst he was in London, during 
the time he had been absent in the country. 
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CASE XVIL 

Great dimness in the sight of both Eyes, 
preceded by Muscle Folitantes^ and ac- 
campaftied with a slight Ophthalmy, cured 
by a Fumigaiion of Eyibright and Planr 
tain Leaves. 

A lady^ about 55 years of age, in the 
year 1787^ was attacked with a severe pain 
in the head, for which, after having used 
a variety of. remedies without success, she 
was recommended to try the effects of sea 
air and sea bathing. But she had not been 
many days on the sea coast, before an in- 
flammation b^an in both her eyt^ ; and this 
rapidly increasing, she soon returned to 
London for the aid of medical advice. She 
was here confined to a dark room several 
weeks; and when the inflammation abated, 
she was distressed by the imaginary appear- 
ance of a considerable number of black 
inoats or marks, (usually called muscae voli- 
tantes^) which constantly moved before he? 

02 
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eyes. In about six weeks the inflammation 
was subdued, and the lady recovered her 
usual sight; biit the muscae volitantes re- 
mained, and were particularly troublesome 
when the light was strong. She suffered no 
other inconvenience, however, from her 
eyes until the year 1708; when the left eye 
became again inflamed, but without giving 
Jier palp ; aiKl, in addition to tibe appearances 
above described, the sight of this eye became 
obscured with a thick mist. With a view to 
remove the inflammation siae was bled with 
leeches <Mi the temple, had a blister appited 
to her bade, and todk. some strongly purga^ 
tive medicines ; after w^cfa, by the advioe 
of a gentleman of eminetice in ihe prafe»- 
'^n, she began to take a solution of Ibt 
Hydrargyrus Muidatus, (whidi was given 
her once or twice every day,) and to mskc 
iise of a yellow snufl^, which appears to me 
to have contained a considerable proportitm 
of the Hydrargyrus Vitriolatus. At the same 
time a variety of lotions were applied in 
auccession to the eyes themselves. These 
remedies were ste^kKly continued several 
weeks; but, under the use of th^n, the 
dimness in the sight of the left eye greatly 
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increased, and at length the patient was 
tinable to distinguish with it any object 
whatever. The sight of the right eye^ 
which had hitherto continued good, with 
the exception of the muscao volitantes, began 
now to be afiboted^ precisely in the same 
manner in whi<Sh the other eye had been 
first attacked^ In this period of the disor- 
der, 1 was first desired to visit the lady; and 
I Hiet, in consultaCion, Dr. Grieve, of Nop- 
folk-street, and Mr. Thomson, Surgeon at 
Woodford. Many of the blood vessels of 
both eyes, and particularly of the left, wero 
at this tiine much ^largedf but the appew- 
ance they made was very di^rent from tihat 
of a common Ophthalmy, the eye4k[s a» 
well as tfie ^es having a peculiarly dry but 
i^Iaxed look, and both bdng wholly fiiee 
ftom pain. The kft Cornea had a deeply! 
opaque spot in its inferior part, and a dulnes^* 
over its whole extent ; but the greater part 
of the pupil was perfectly visible, and the 
dulness in its appearance was insufficient ta 
aceount for the total loss of sight in this 
eye. The right Cornea had a similar duU 
look, but there was no 4pfined opacity oo, 
one part more than on another. Both pupils 

1 
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'Were of the stec which they usually have iu 
a moderate light, and did not retain the 
smallest degree of power to dilate or con- 
tract The near prospect of total blindness 
had not only much hurt the lady's spirits^ 
hut, joined with the weakening power of 
the medicines she had taken, had produced 
a considerable degree of general debility. 
Strengthening remedies* were admini$tered 
internally ; and a lotion, composed of Mtb&c 
and a weak soluticm of Hydrargyrus Muria- 
tus, was recommended to be applied to both 
the eyes, three or four tim^ every day. 
These, however, produ/cing no sensible 
amendment were in a short time wholly 
omitted; and, in their steady the use of a 
fume, produced by burning a . mixture of 
thnee parts of the herb Ej/^bright, and one 
part of F antain leaves was adopted; which 
was applied about five minutes daily to each 

, * Among other mcdicioesof this class she, took the Ex- 
tractum Pulsatilla?, vel Anemonis Pratensis of Linosus, by 
die particular recommendation of Dr. Grieve. This gentle- 
man had a high opinion of its efficacy in cases of general 
weakness, apd especially in those wherein tfie sight was 
liffiM:ted. In the present instance, although it did no good 
to the eye, it seemed to increase the patient's strength and 
^ts. 
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eye, bj means of a machine somewhat simi* 
lar to that with which the fume of Tobacco 
is injected in disorders of die primas viae. 
Internal medicines of all kinds were omitted, 
daring its use, except a cupful of the infu- 
^on of Eyebright which the patient drank 
every morning fasting. For a short time a 
small proportion of Tobacco was mixed 
with the Eyebright and Plantain; but the 
Tobacco was soon left out, being found to 
stimulate the eyes too. powerfully. The 
immediate effect produced by the fumiga- 
tion on the eye v^s that of a mild stimulus^ 
by which means it excited for a short time a 
considerable flow of tears, but these soon 
ceased, and afterwards the eye always felt 
both lighter and easier. It was steadily con* 
tinned two months before any considerable 
amendment took place in the patient*s sight. 
The eye, last attacked, was the first to ex- 
perience a favourable change : and in about 
four months she distinguished with it large 
letters. Eight months elapsed before the 
left eye began to see at all; but in twelve, 
without any alteration in the mode of treat- 
ment, this like the other recovered its perfect 
sight. The redness of the Tunica Conjunc- 
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tiva was naw wholly sulwided; bodi the 
pupils were become clear; aod their power 
to dilate and contract ia different degreed 
of light returned to the state in which they 
U3U»lly 9re when the ejes ar^ ^ite wdA. 




CASBBXVm. 

4n0phtbdlmywMequmtup&na Gomm/^heBa. 

A mWf about the ag^ of 28^ hating.G<Hir 
tracted a Qonorrfa^eai put himself vabA^ the 
^are of aia apothecary; who pr^sciibed ^mt 
him three grains of Calomel^ with cxne o£ 
CJamphor, to be taken every n^bt. This 
WHS continued for a months excepting s<Hnfe 
occasional intermissions, on account of the 
mouth becoming sQre, as is the common 
effect of this medicine; when, iostead of 
irepeating the dose, gentle purges weregiyen» 
for the purpose of carrying off the irritation 
copaplained of, After a month h^d els^sed^ 
:|&om the time when this medicine was first 
tplc^n, it was then wholly laid aside; and, a 
glept^ discharge from tbe Urethra still €an^ 
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tihiikigi the BdLsamum Co^ivae^ with other 
§imi^r medicmes> were taken for dither 
ment^. Toward the end of the sfcOud 
xnonthj a small in^imnadon wa$ first dia* 
covered in the irmer angle of the right ey^; 
a^ in a few days more, the Tunica Con- 
JMfikctiva^ which Mnes the insade of tbef lida^ 
as* well as that part of it which covera the 
globe of the eye, was much swelled aii4 
iaflai3ie4 A physician was thep ca^ed iit, 
who piNoscqribed a drachm of iSBthiops Mine- 
ralisj to be given in a bolus, three times iff 
a day^ with half a pint of the decocftioB of 
Sarsap^l root^ after each bolus« This pre* 
Sjpnpticfn wi^ followed for three weeks; but, 
at |:he end of that time, so far was there 
£rMpf being any degree of amendment, that, 
on tibe contrary, the swellidg and inflamma* 
tion vfere evidently much increased, and a 
piuiijent matter, in considerable quantity, 
was continually issuing from the eye. These 
appearances led the physician to consider the 
C^htbalmy as properly venereal; and that it 
was justly to be attributed to the Gonorrhaea 
wiiich had preceded. He therefore thought 
it necessary again to have recourse to mercu- 
riab, and, accordingly^ directed one drachm 
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of the Unguentum Mercuriale Fortius to be 
rubbed on the legs every night, and the 
inflamed eye to be frequently washed with a 
weak solution of Hydrargyrus Muriatus* 
At the end of a week, finding none of the 
common effects from the ointment applied 
as above, he thought it expedient - to order 
the use of it every morning, as well as nighty 
and an increase of the quantity, from a 
drachm to a drachm and a half This was 
repeated for three days; at the end of which, 
he discovered the same inflammatory dispo- 
sition in the left eye, which had been per- 
ceived in the right at the beginning of the 
disorder. The day following, the inflamma- 
tion in the left eye was much increased; and 
the Cornea of the right eye appeared wholly 
opaque. Then it was, that my late partner, 
Mr. Wathen, and myself were sent for; 
and, after a very particular and most care- 
ful examination of both eyes, the following 
appeared to be the state of them* The 
Cornea of the right eye was not only opaque^ 
but also ruptured ; and through the wound, 
visible on its surface, we could plainly dis- 
cover the projection of a small substance, 
of a blackish hue, as is not unusually seen 
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in cases of this nature; and which^ from 
its similar appearance to the head of a com* 
mon fly, is spoken of by authors^ under the 
name of Myocephalus. The Tunic^ Con- 
junctiva of the left eye was swelled,, and, 
though not much inflamed, was covered 
with purulent matter. The gums of the 
patient were also much swelled; and his 
pulse was a little ofuckened, but not so full 
as common ; both which were to be attri- 
buted to the mercurial medicines that had 
been administered. It was now become 
too evident, from the. long use which had 
been made of these kinds of medicine, that 
no good was to be expected from them; and 
it was therefore agreed wholly to lay them 
aside. And, that no eftects of the mercu?- 
lial preparations might > remain behind, thp 
legs were washed, to clear them from aH 
remains of the mercurial ointment, and the 
£annel waistcoat and drawers, which had 
been worn during the preceding course, 
•were removed, and new ones substituted 
in their place. Having used these precau^- 
tions, the first application then was to the 
lower lids of each eye, which were imme- 
diately scarified with a common lancet. In 
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conseqtieiice oi this, sereial drops of blood 
isBiied from them; the whole of a paler 
colour, than we may well suppose it would 
faarc been before anj mercurials bad been 
UBtd. The Thebaic Tmcture was the* 
dropped into each eye, three leeches were 
applied to the boUow of each tempk, and a 
large blister was put on tibe bacL The 
dihited Aqua Camphorata of Bates's Dis- 
pensatory was ordered for an eye-water; 
With which the matter issuing from his eyes 
was to be washed off, once eyery hour, or 
49ftener, if necessary: and, the next mom^ 
ing, a purge was given him consisting ^ 
Iwenty-^e grains of Jalap, with an inibsioa 
c£ Senna* For several days, the eyes stitt 
continued to (Hscharge a large quantity of 
purulent matter; on which account, the 
lower lids vmcre again scarified, the two fdfc- 
lowing momii^s, and the Thebaic Tincture 
was constantly dropped into the eyes twice 
every day. Oa the fourth day, another 
purge was administered; and on the fifth, a 
large blister was again applied to the back. 
At this time, the eyes were so weak^ as not 
to admit the smallest degree of light with*- 
out great pain ; ifor which reason the s&o^ 
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ters of the wkidoiirs were kept al»QSt 
entirely closed On the seventh day^ wt 
other purge of the aarae kind was ;givi^i 
which^ as 1^11 as the former, hsA all 
their proper e&cts : and then it wm^ for 
the first time, that t^ mercurial e^actiSt 
which iiad ts^n place on the guns, gs^ 
peared to be considerably abated, as wieU 
xis the discharge from the eyes. The ^)p^ 
pression, however, which nature still ky 
iKider indicated the need of further emr 
cuations; and the suceess, which i^^^ rksm 
firand to attend them, a^rded no i^mall ^n*^ 
cour^ement to their continued use. Aic-i^ 
cordingly^ in the course of another week^ 
thi^ee leeches were again applied to oach 
temple; and to vary the mode of hl^dii^ 
for the purpose of obtaining more easily a 
la^fger quantity, cupping-glasses were ap- 
plied to the mpe of the neck; by whichjsix 
oimces were extracted. A blister was ako 
afterwards applied on the same j^rt. The 
whole of these means had the happiest in- 
fluence which could be expected, in di-^ 
luinishiog, at the same time, both the dis- 
charge and the inflammation. The projec- 
tion on the Cornea of the right eye was 
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then touched every other day, with th* 
Lunar Caustic ; care being taken to wash the 
eye well with water immediately after every 
application of it. Once on each of the in- 
termediate days, the citrine ointment was also 
applied to the edges of the lids ; and they 
were every night covered with thick com- 
presses, well wetted with the camphorated 
eye-waten No further alteration was ne- 
cessary in the treatment of this case; nor 
was any other application used, but that of 
the Thebaic Tincture twice a day, for about 
the space of a month, from the time when 
the case came under our care. By this time 
the patient was able to return to his busi- 
ness, having preserved the perfect sight of 
the left eye; and the projection upon the 
Cornea of the right eye being also removed, 
though, from the state in which we found 
it at our first attendance, it seemed to be 
rendeired impossible that the patient should 
ever again see through it.* 

* I re£;ret that I was not acquainted with the efficacy of 
the Succus Lactucae Sessilis, recommended, page 7^, at the 
time I attended the case above related ; as J have reason to 
belie\'e it woa!!j have afforded the patient essential servioe.-^- 
I also regret that the aqueous humour had not been discharged 
before the^ Cornea was ruptured. This operation has some* 
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CASE XIX. 

Another Case ofOphthalmy consequent upon 
a Gonorrhcea. 

In the year 1799, I was desired to meet 
a surgeon in Ijondon> to consult on the case 
of a gentleman who had heen ten days 
under his care^ on account of a violent in*- 
flammation of both eyes^ of the kind called 
Chemosis, which was accompanied with an 
immense discharge of purulent matter^ and 
had been preceded by a slight Gonorrhaea. 
The patient had been blooded in the arm 
four or five times^ had had a great number 
of leeches applied on the temples^ and the 
eyes had been largely scarified several days 
in succession. Notwithstanding this vigo- 
rous treatment, the Cornea of the right eye 
was burst ; and it was so universally opaque, 

tioiet been followed by the happiest effects, not only in pre- 
venting the rapture of the Cornea, but in abating pain and 
inflammation when these have been violent. See a paper on 
dut snbject by Mr. James Wardsop, in the focHth Volume 
of the Bledico Chirarg. Transactions.. 
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that no part either of the iris or pupil cotild 
be seen through it. The Cornea of the 
left eye was perjfect ; bijt the Conjunctiva 
■was considerably swelled, as well as in* 
flamed mi the pujjuleftt disc^i^rgc that con- 
tinued to issue from hath ,cgres was profuse. 
His pulse being still strong, eight ounces 
m9^ Qf -Wood were tptow &om W» iwm ; 
» hrg^ bAbter ww appUctd oa ^be bead; Ani 
he was idQsired ito waA Im .eyes fifequenfjy 
^ithfiv with ooW w»t^r, .op with a we»k 
{vitriolic lotion. The blood tibat was t^eo 
away fh»d ^ thi«k wiJiite /buff qq its ofaiaar 
BQient^ai, but the propprtioQ of iseruro wni 
yfjrycoofiideBgfcble, ^pd the ey^ijataog ftreat* 
meet ^h^d iboen ,qarried ,to so gf eat an extent, 
that I cq«ld not thiilk it rigbtrto continue it 
further. The gentleman who first atteiided 
the case, h^viqg, however^ a different o^ir 
nion oti the aMbject, a third rs^i^^oQ wad 
called in. At this time, a whiteness b^^» 
to appear on the inner side ftf the left Cofr 
nea; and the Conjunctiva, though much 
swelled, had a pale languid look. In this 
consultation it was agreed to give him ,^ 
graia of -calomel joiiMui with an opiate, evecy: 
night at bed time; to give also a draught of 
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die pMo deebction of Feruviaii bkrk^ font 
timeB iSM the d^; to iigect a^ ^m^cot 
dysttf ev^ evemc^; sad to wadbi liis 
«)^s^ BkD{^ with a solution of onegiiaifi of 
Ihe ftf^fatf^nis Manatus in i. a pint of 
Wat^r.' TVro ddys afterwards we did! again^ 
dt whack time the Tomca Ckmjaiictivav 
thoi^k sdll imiGh swelled and .inflame^ 
liad a lesa flabby lo^k; and the wlntene« 
on the side of the Cornea, though mcreaaed, 
began to ddpavate in a slMigh ; there bedhg 
a mariked line between the sound ^nd di&^ 
eased part. In two days more, Che ulcer 
6n the 4]!ornea appes^ed more ckari, but 
it evidently penetrated through this tiinie; 
and in it there was a visible protrusion 
of a small part of the Iris. The greater 
part of the pupil appeared clear, but it 
was somewhat altered in its figure in con- 
sequence of this protrusion of the Iris. 
The quantity of discharge from both ejts 
was diminished, and the general inflamma- 
tion appeared less. In about a week after 
this time, the patient was removed from 
liOndon. to a small village in its neighbour- 
hood, that he mij^t have the benefit of a 
change of air. He was now advised %q^ 

P 
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try the effects of virashii^ hui^ efd with 
lime*^vfater, instead of the sdlatioa <^ the 
Hydraigyn^ Muriatoa; but it was not 
fottod to agwe so well with them; and this 
latter lotioa was therefore again employed 
The inflammaticm gradually abated ' after 
this tiniev and the purulent disdtiatge di- 
ttinislml The ukar of the left Cornea 
gmdually closed} the protruded part of the 
Iris collapsed; and the patient acquired^ 
with this eye, sl r&y tolecahle degree of 
ttif^t, though the rwind %ure of tbie pupil 
was lost, having become irregijlarly oval, 
and though it bad lost much of its power 
of dilating and contxacting^ in diffident de- 
grees of light 



CASE XX. 

^n Ophihdmy occasioned hy a Projection of 
Part of the Iris, through a Woufid in the 

iJomea. 

^- 

A Ik^, about twelve years of age, being 
at sbhool, at Douay in Flandeiis, recieived a 
blow on the left eye, from some gravel 
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which was thrown at him. Htffelf rioiii- 
oonvenience from the accident until the 
sixth day after; at wliicli tidWi the eye be- 
came considerably inflamed, and ret^ paiti^ 
fill. A surgeon in the town of Douay waft 
consulted^ who took bldod from the left 
temple^ by two ledches; poulticed the eye 
with a roasted apple; and used many othet 
applications* When he had remained 8£t 
weeks under fbe same care without rdi^> 
he wa9 brought to London ; having at that 
time so far lost the use of^ the affected eyef, 
as not to be able to distinguish any object^ 
even though placed near him. Mr. Wathani 
and myself were then consulted^ On ex* 
amining the eye we plainly percdved upon 
the Cornea, a little below the margin of 
the pupily a dark coloured projection, about 
the eighth Off an inch long; which thoug^bt 
condderab^ larger, was not very cKssimilar 
to that noticed in the last case ; and there 
described as resemblii^ the head of a fly« 
This projection appeared to be caused; by 
a part of the liis having forced itself 
through a wound in the Cornea. Not more 
than half the pupil could be sebp ; its lower 
half being covered, by a filih <Ri that part of 
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tb^.CctfQea' which was ctrnt^uons to the 
prpjection: while the Tmiaaca Gonjunctiya^ 
adao^ yet remained ia a state of great ixif 
Saioiiiatkmi^^We thought it necessary that 
the patient shcmld lose more bloody and 
that it shoald be taken^ as before, from the 
Wt temple; because that was nearest to 
ih6 seat o€ tht disorder. Atoordingly, 
^bret xtiore leeches wore applied to the 
todle; temple ; after which a blister was also 
laid oa that pdrt. Having prepared the way 
by these evacuations, the Thebaic Tincture 
waa applied to the eye, by one drop at a 
ttmCi once a day for three days successirely $ 
but without any e£Eect, in abating dither the 
inflammation or the pain. This put ua on 
the still fiirdier expedient, of toucfait^ the 
projecting part of the Iris by a caustic ap^ 
plication, si^ciently strong to destroy it; 
the projecting part, by rubbing unequally 
against the innmr surface bf the eye-lids^ 
appearing to be the princ^ cause of keepr 
ing tip the inflammation, with all its atten* 
dant symptoms. The Lunar Caustic waa 
ma^ choice of for this purpose. It was 
carduUy applied to the whole surface of the 
projection; and immediatdj after it, tw^ 
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or three drops of water were dropped into 
the eye^ to counteract its influence^ if it 
should accidentally have reached too far* 
Notwithstanding ewxj precaution in th^ 
manner of using the caustic, the pain it oc« 
casiooed was seirere: but, upon the appli- 
cation of the Thebaic Tincture^ it soon sub- 
sided. In the course of the same day, the 
eye was frequently washed with the Aqua 
V^etQ-minecatis; and the next morning 
there appeared to be some reduction, botU 
in the size of the projection, and the degree 
<if the inflammation. The I^unar Caustic 
was now re-applied in the same manner as 
before, and guve much less pain. It was 
continued, with the other applications, every 
day fiir a fortnight, after which the Ophr* 
tbalmy was quite removed And notwitii- 
stBuding the difierence of appearance in the 
eye of the patient from a perfectly sound 
one, in consequence of the partial opacity 
of the Cornea, and the immoveable adh^ 
rence of the Iris to it^ he yet recovered a 
very useful sig^. 
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CASE XXI, 

An OphtJiaimy, in which the Hydrargyrm 
' Muriatus was taken inwardly with good 
Effect. 

A man, about 85 years of age, was sud- 
denly seized with a pain in his right eye, 
which, in almost the same instant of time, 
was extended across the crown of the head, 
and communicated with the back of it. 
The pain increased so rapidly, and. in so 
violent a degree, that, in the space of four 
hours, he wholly lost the sight of that eye 
which was the seat of it ; and became also, 
by intervals, quite delirious. Under the di- 
rection of some of the faculty, to whom he 
first applied, he took a purge, and after- 
wards other medicines, and made use of 
di^rent applications, both to the eye and 
liead, for three days ; but found no relief.-— 
On the fourth, when I saw him, the Tunica 
Conjunctiva of the right eye appeared to 
be violently inflamed ; and the pain^ which 
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the patient had felt from his ftnt attad^ 
was so great, as entirely to deprive hipi of 
sleep ever since. The case was then treated 
as follows. Three leeche? were immedi* 
ately applied to the temple nearest to the 
seat of the disorder; and afterwards a blis* 
ter was put on the same p»t.. The in** 
flammation/at this time; rosesofaigh^ and 
had made the eye so extremdj irritable; 
whiqh was manifest, from the fiery redness 
difii«5ed over it, as to forbid the present use 
of the Thebaic Tincture oleraally. And 
all that could be ventured on, at present^ 
wasyr^supposing the pain to continue equally 
violent afifcer the .leeches had been applied, 
to order that twenty-five drops of the Tinc*- 
ture should be taken inwardly, on the pa^ 
ti^it's going to bed. This was done. But, 
on the following day, neither, the, inflam^r 
mation nor the pain were in the smallest 
d^ree abated. Ten ounces of blood were 
then taken from his arm : after which, trial 
was made of the Thebaic Tincture exter- 
nally, by drof^ing a single drop of it into 
the eye.^ The effect of tins application was, 
tfiat, after causing the eye to smart severely 
for a ftw minutei^ it procured the^patient a 
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9inall idtf^ttt cMe« But tbif mf» okfy 
temporary;: for, on tbe evmtng ^i^ 1^ 
fifime 4ajr» the pain returned with its . usoid 
noltBCsL Fonenlalions of poppy be>dd, m 
warm as Ae eye could betr theni had ^m 
Aequendy applied, and were continji^d At 
this time; but^ being found to afibrd no 
manner of idief, the use of them wm MA 
aside ; and in place of them was subatttnted 
« linen bolster on the 1^ wetted^ and JtiSpIt 
in the state </£ moistness, witb ecjpial parte 
of brandy and water. This had some efl^> 
But the benefit derived from it; on th/^ thifi4 
day from first uMng it» ai^peared tp be ft9 
inconsideraUe, while the pulse also stffl^x»9» 
tinued to be so full and quick ; that it Wai 
then thought necessary to take ten teinces 
more of blood from the arm : andi tfaie .aamo 
symptoms of inflammation continuing ito 
appear, tiie same operation of bleeding, : and 
in the same quantity, was repeated no lew 
than five times in nine days. These. bleod* 
ings were accompanied with a huge blister 
on the €roiwn of the head, which wias kept 
<^n a week; while Inild lasatives were 
also taken, for the pvirpjc^ae of pMeuting 
regular itools. Dur^ jthe use of . these 
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fwwwfrtiwftf ;tt»e pt^ent, for the most.p^it, 
^t mvL^ le$s pain than before ; though 
3piii««»9Me9> /^^d particularly towards t^ 
eremngf it returnodt and in a very sudden 
S«»men with great violence, both in the 
head and temple. Thi$ rendered the free 
we of opiate occajBiowaUy necessary, for 
the ease of the patient. Still the Tunica 
Conjunctiva wa9 highly inflamed: and so 
H continued to be, even, at the distance of 
three week* from the /first attack: on wbich^ 
aeo^nt, as .Wieli as the frequent return of 
jiain whioh ^attended it^ and which oo)ie of 
the metbod«> bithertp used, had been found 
9«ftoieiit to mnove, it ^as then thought 
j^oper to introduce the usp of the Hydrar-p 
gyrus Muriatus; of which, ^accordingly, tfiaj^ 
was made, by taking the quantity of a quaif^ 
t«r of a grain every night; and, during th^ 
UK of it, half a drachm of Red Bark, three 
4i(mes aiday: continuing, all along, the 
external use of the Thebaic Tincture, and 
the wetted compresses, as before-mentioned ; 
from which the patient always found some 
temporary relief He had taken the Subli- 
mate and Red Bark but three days, before 
the pain in the head entirely left him ; and 
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m the space of a wedc, the inflammation in 
the eye was also considerably abated. After 
the use of both the Sublimate and Bark for 
ten days, the former was discontinued for one 
day; but even in that short time, the pain 
in the head returned with violence. The 
use of the Sublimate was, therefore, again 
resumed ; and it was assisted by warm gruel, 
of which he took a pint with every dose. 
Thus administered, the Sublimate had ihe 
efiect of producing a very free perspiration; 
in consequence of which, the pain wai 
again removed. It was then continued a 
fortnight longer, while the Bark was omitted 
Neither the pain returning, during the timei 
nor any other symptoms of the disorder 
appearing at the end of it, the use of all 
medicine and other applications was then 
wholly laid aside; and, from that time, tbe 
patient continued quite well, and he has bad 
as perfect a sight, with the eye which wat 
disordered, as with the other. 
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CASE xxn. 

J Ca$e of Ophtkalmy, in which the Symp- 
toms intermitted zuith great regularity^ 
much relieved by the internal use of the 
Hydrargyrus Muriatus* 

Mrs. — '-^, about 45 years of age, whose 
menses for many months had been very irre- 
gdar, was attacked, in June last, with a 
violent inflammation in both her eyas. 
This appeared to bo the consequence of a 
cold, which she caught during the conti* 
nuance of a rash on her sldn. The gen- 
tleman who first attended her applied five 
leeches to her temples, and a large blister 
on her back. He also directed one drop of 
the Thebaic Tincture to be dropped into 
her eyes once or twice in the course of 
the day, and prescribed, in succession, a 
great variety of eye-waters. These, with 
many internal remedies, were employed 
with great perseverance, for a considerable 
^me, withoiit producing any lastii^ amend-. 
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inent After the disorder had continued six 
weeksy it began to intermit ; and both the 
inflammation and pain (which last not only 
aflfected her eyes but her whole head) be- 
came every other day much more violent 
than on the intervening day. The ^ ittually 
began about otie o'clock in the mon^Dg^ 
and continued till eleven or twelve at iK)on. 
In consequence of this change in the state 
of the disorder, the patient's apothecary 
now administered the Peruvian bark; which 
medicine he at first gave in a deooctioii^ 
but afterwards in powder, and in the dose 
<^ a drachm, repeated every second hoim 
The use of the bark was tiontimied only a 
few days, before the Ophthaliny became 
more violent; and the pain, almost at aU 
times, was equally severe. Her pulse betn^ 
both quick and strong, and the fever con^ 
stantly very considerable, it was now 
thought indispensably necessaty to omit the 
bark, and to take ten ounces of blood firooi 
ber arm. The next day, when I saw her 
for the first time, her pulse, notwitbstand^ 
ing this loss of blood, continued still m 
full, and the inflaftnmation in ber eyes was 
atill so cQ/isiderable^ tfaati thoughl: it furtbec: 
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fieoessaiy to propose the application of three 
teedhtes tp eadi temple^ and afterwards of 
yiMtexSj the size of half a crown^ over the 
same parts. | also recommended a salitie 
chai^t, 't» be administered «very eight 
hours; and^ once in the da^, previous to 
ihe application of the Thebaic Tincture to 
the eyes, which was still continued, I an^ 
Aobrted the edj^es of the lids, by means of 
a camefs hair pencil, with the Unguentum 
Hydrargyri Nitrati warmed before a candle* 
I was led to the use of thh ointment by the 
appearance of the lids, ttie edges of which 
Were red and so>e; and this drcumstance 
inettcied me to suspect that the ciliary glanda 
secreted an acrimomous fluid, which con^ 
tinned to keep upi the irritation of the eyes^ 
Jn a few dayS) in consequence of pursuing 
Hiis plan, both die fever and the inflamma** 
tion were much abated. But the disorder 
now began again to assume an intermittent, 
type. The Decoctum Corticis Peruinam 
*was therefore directed to be given instead of 
tbe saline draughts, and to each dose a scra^ 
pie of the Sal Polydirestus was added. To- 
gether vsdth these, a large blister was or- 
dered to be appHed over tbe whole crown of 
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the head The Ulster produced a oosfiider*^ 
able dischaige> which seemed greatfyt^ 
fcKeve both the head and eyiw. But, not- 
withstandii^ the tempoirary benefit thus 
produced, the paiii and inflaaunatiOQ le* 
turned about twelye o'clock the following 
Bight with great seyerity) and continuedr 
without any abatement, between six and 
aeven hours.; after which, they again went 
oSy and left the patient tolerably easj. 
Prom this time she continued in a state of 
apparent amendment, dunng the whole 
both of that day, and of the next, and till 
aix o'clock on the third morning, when both 
the pain and inflammation returned with 
their usual vidledc^ and continued, with- 
out any alleviation, till between one and 
two in the afternoon, at whidi time they 
again abated as before. The intermission of 
the symptoms being now established in the 
, completest manner, and the power of the 
bark having been formerly tried without 
producing any amendment, I proposed, on 
the seventh of July, to administer the Cor- 
rosive Sublimate in the dose of a quarter of 
a grain every night. This being approved, 
it vvas dissolved in half an ounce of spirit 
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€ff ditnaaioi^ aad^ being mixed with a 
drav^t qf the Deooctum Corticis above- 
mentiofied^ was giren to the patiratt at bed«> 
:time« The paroxysm of pain retimied with 
its usual violence on the ninth and eleventh 
instant; on each of which days the fit be- 
gan six hours later than on the day of the 
preceding fit. I ^ow desired that the baric 
draughts^ of which she took two in the 
course of the day, might be given alone, 
and that the solution of the SubHmat^ 
which had before been taken in one of 
these draughts^ niight be increased to half 
a grain, and administered after she was in 
bed, in a basin of warm grueL July 
the 13th, the fit was considerably less 
severe, and continued a much shorter 
time. On the I5tb, it was so slight as 
scarcely to be perceived. After this time» 
her amendment advanced with great rapi- 
dity; and in the course of a few days, the 
Ophthalmy was totally subdued, the sight 
restored, and 'the pain entirely removed both 
from the head and eyes. In the course of 
the cure, the Thebaic Tincture and Un- 
guentum Hydrargyri Nitrati were regularly 
applied every day in the ^ manner above* 
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mentioned; dodii ^et with the Vs^hiAc 
Tincture* were frequently laid 6ver tll^ cyc»; 
and occasionalty the wb<de fabaA wiA ^ 
mented with a fftrdng deooctian^ of" popfy*- 
beads.^' • ' *-^' - - 



CASE xxin. 

A Case somewhat resehiblihg the two tasty in 
which, after the use of Evacuant Reme^ 
dies, the Hydrargyrus Muriatui aj^orded 
great assistance; — with an account of the 
appearance of an Eye that had heeiibUnd 
many Years, on dissection after death;-^ 
and Remarks deduced from it. 

Mr. , a lusty man, about 66 years of 

age, was attacked with an ihflatnmiation in 

^Aiter the cvae abov^ related, tb^ ejet of tke patiml 

continued well until the end of September following. AboaC 
this time, some new symptoms appeared, which caused a 
suspicion that a venereal poison lurked in her eonstitutioh. 
Tbe sTmptomt, howevefi by no neans afforded a proof of 
tbe e&istence of this as their cause ; and it is probabto that it 
would nol have been suspected, if some similar STmptoms 
bad not shown themselves in the husband at the same time. 
In order to leinovo tbesoj the patient wa^put under m 
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the right 6jre> wMch was soori followed by 
s violent pairt over the whole head, as well 
as in the part that was first afiected. ^.The 
psm was Dcrt equally great at all HmtB. It 
f eturned at uncertain periods^r but chiefly in 
iht nij^t; and for several days before I tow 
him, the eye had been totally deprived of 
sight In diis case^ after the free use of 
evacuating yemedies, which did not afford 
the assistancd e:£pected from them, very 
striking relief wa* obtained by admiwster- 
iHg tbe Hydrargyras Muriatos in the man-- 
i^t rfecbmmetoded in the preceding pages. 
Aitet the patient bad taken a few doses of 
it> the pain abatedy and in a^ short time the 
kiAammation subsided, and the sight of 
tfaie eye Was completely restored* 

it desterves notice, that tJie patient had 
been deprived of the sight of the left eye 
fngbt years before he was attacked with the 
inflaitiniatioii above described in the right 
tffe. The sight of this eye was lost ^- 

ctMine of cnerctnr'al alterative thedtciAotf; T^e partkmlars of 
ttiis ccmrse it is not neceisery for me to specify. It is 
scLfBcient to 8ay> that during the use of these medicines she 
Bact tio retutnr of the iiiflattimatioB in* her eye^ a^ k^ tbereml 
^tytiiasd a pprfeot cure. 
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dually ; the blindness being neither prece- 
ded by, nor accompanied with, either pain 
or inflammation ; and the progress, of the 
disorder was so slow^ that two years elapsed 
before the eye was totally darL The sight 
first became dim during the time that the 
patient had an intermittent fever; which 
fever continued a considerable time, . not- 
Withstanding large quantities both of the 
Peruvian bark, and many other medicines 
had been administered And when at length 
the sense of vision, after many fiiiitless at- 
tempts to preserve it, was wholly lost, the 
blindness was attributed to an insensibility 
of the retina, and all hopes of recovering 
it were relinquished, both by the patient 
and by his friends, many years before the 
inflammation took place in the other eye. 
At the commencement of this inflamma-^ 
tion, which was the first time of my being 
consulted, I could not perceive that the 
pupil of the left eye, which eye had been 
blind eight years, was more dilated than 
the pupil of the right eye; but it had lost 
its power to dilate and contract in different 
degrees of light, and had^ a peculiar dull 
look, very different from that of an opaque 
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€iystallin<S> either in an incipient or con- 
firmed state, and of that kind which I have 
not unfrequently observed in other cases, 
wjiere the sight was wholly lost- The left 
eye continued perfectly free both from pain 
and inflammation, during the whole time 
that these were most violent in the oppo- 
site eye. But within a week after they * 
were removed from the right eye, the pa- 
tient was detained above an hour, in a cold 
windy evening, in an open church-yard; 
and, in consequence of this, the very next 
day an i^ammation took place in the left 
eye, which, as I have just observed, though 
blind, had never before suffered from this 
cause. The pain in the head again re^ 
turned, and was particularly severe over the 
left orbit; from whence it seemed to shoot 
through the eye into the cheek on that 
side. Its violence, exactly in the same 
manner as happened when the right eye 
was inflamed, was greatly increased on the 
approach of evening ; and for many suc- 
cessive Bights the patient was unable to 
procure either sleep or ease. In conse- 
quence of this, during the day he was 
remarkably drowsy. Evacuating remediejs 

q2 



Digitized by 



Google 



2i8 Gdseie ' 

ivdre agaift eMployed> tlMJ ShibBliiaitt was 
dgairi administered, ahd th6? ^o>^6ff df 
Opium, arid of yatkms otfiei? f^n»«di«, was 
again tried with ft viev^r taielieve the paffl; 
but all Without succti^g. The ext^nal ith 
flammatiofh was sometin^s ^ ftfetle abated, 
but the pitin eontiftued; aftd at theeri4-df 
about three Weeks ffiria the last attack, 
shortly after the patiebt had eat^aft a Kgllt 
Supper, he suddenly lost t^e use <Sf fh«f lek, 
side. In three days after this, his sp^i^ 
fkil6d> and his other side became Iflsete^. 
Clontulsions soon followed; And ift four 
days more he died. 

On opening the head. Which Waa ^p- 
fbrnied in pi-esence? of Mr. fiunt^f ihd 
Mr. Home, We found that the t^ntriclfefr 6f 
tihe brain were ^stended by d, fcotisidttraWte 
quantity 6f clear f)ellueid W4te¥. 'The op-*- 
tic nerves. And All the othei* parts withM 
th6 crartiufti, appeared fred #rom dlseasjfr. 
Thef difFereril coat* aiid humours df the 
right eye were perfect. GW ctittiftg tbtdtl^ 
the scteolica of the kft^ye, tlWch«fd}*M 
was fourid to Ke clofse to thi§ titet, atid hp^ 
feared to be dt^^endefl ih the tisM WAy 1^ 
th6 retiha, And the humoufs t^t itt^ pk^^§SL 
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vfiikm it B«tr.$i« .mp^ms ft puncture 
ijmmf^ tbt i4^wwle$, ,%bout tlje middle of 
the $ps^K jbefeweoa Xhf^ rlfn «f the Cornea 
aii4 ifae.ft^iUpncse ^f fte Optic nave^ ^ 
y/5llQW cdojar^d flui4, ^s thin as water, 
mw^Bgfify epQ^psd tiur<3^b ^« T^PWa4} 
and on.itnfeirifing the inci^op, titie retinji 
was &)IM# to be ccrllap^ed^ and to resemble 
a cotie.o£ a white colour, the ap^x of whicji 
Wfta. at the .aatmnco of the Optic jperve, 
aod its ba^is rouf>d the cireumferenqe of 
the crystalline hprnowr. Thi? huoKmr, w^c]^ 
coiold jiQt now be accuritdy idistjnguisb§i 
6sw(i the pdrts contigiuous to it, seepie4 t^ 
a^iiere to its capsule^ and the c^psple tq 
the posterior surface of the Iris ; and therj^ 
did not appear to remain the smallest yeat^^ 
of the vitreous humour. 

I do not remember, in any aiithor, tQ 
have met with the description of a caae in 
iTvhidi the immediate cause of blindness way 
similar to that which has just been related; 
and I recollect only one instance, in which 
the appearance on dissection bore a resemr 
blance to it This was in the case of a 
young Ipdy aljipiit six years old, who grar 
dually lost the aight of (h^ left cye^ in coflr 
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sequence of the formation of a white sub- 
stance in the posterior part of the vitreous 
humour. The whiteness was perceptible 
through the pupil^ in some particular po- 
sitions of the head^ but not in all. It con- 
tinued without producing any other change 
in the appearance of the eye for many 
months. At length the eye began to en- 
large; soon after which its natural shape 
was destroyed, and the tumour assumed a 
carcinomatous appearance. When the tu- 
mour had advanced thus far, it was thought 
advisable, in a consultation with several 
gentlemen of the profession, to extirpate 
it entirely; and the operation was per- 
formed with great accuracy and care; but 
notwithstanding this, in the course of a few 
weeks, . the tumour discovered a tendency 
to regenerate ; and in a short time it grew 
again to its former size, being now accom- 
panied with an enlargement of the left 
parotid, and of many other glands on that 
side of the face and neck. An appearance 
was now also discovered in the pupil of 
the right eye, similar to that which had 
been perceived, at the beginning of the 
disorder, in the pupil of the left eye. But 
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here it advanced no further than to be per-* 
ceptil^le as a white substance in the posterior 
part of the vitreous humour, and this only 
in particular positions of the head^ vrhen 
the young lady died; having previously 
suffered most violent pain in the whole head» 
and particularly on its left side. — On open- 
ing the head^ a thick sanious fluid was found 
collected between the cranium and dura 
mater/ not only on the inside of the left 
orbital process of the os frontis (which 
process was carious, and its surface much 
jagged^) but also on the inside of the os 
occipitis, a little inclined to the right side, 
where it occupied a space nearly as large 
as a crown piece. The bone here also was 
discovered to be very rough and jagged, 
and it appeared to be indented by the pres- 
sure of the confined matter. The quantity 
of water collected in the ventricles of the 
brain was considerably greater than is 
usually here found ; and several small hy- 
datids were observed on the plexus choroides. 
The cavity of the left orbit was filled with 
the excrescence above described. The right 
eye did not appear to be enlarged; but on 
cutting through its tunics, almost the whole 
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gpitjpe; usually oecupied by tiae vitreous im-t 
* tncmr, was found to he fiUed by a steatcm^-* 
tons substance which, m general, iwas of « 
white (idour, but in some &w places was 
red and blopdy. When this subetane^ was 
jsemoved, a white smooth tumour was dist 
cavered behind it, perfectly distinct ftom 
the steatomatous substance above mentiotifd, 
and appearing to be a morbid alteration in ths 
state of the tunica retina itself. The tur 
nica choroides had very little of the ni^ 
grum pigmentaim sprejui ov^r its surface. 
The crystalline humour, as well as it6 cap- 
sule, was perfectly tramsparent; and tlw 
©ptic nerve, and every other part oonnected 
with the eye, appeared to be in a healdifiil 
gtate. 

In this case, notwithstani&sg the morbid 
change above described in the tunica rer 
tina, and in the vitreous humour, it is renaaiic* 
able, that the eye preserved a considerabfe 
degree oi sight evea till the time of the 
young lady's death. 
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CASE XUY. 

An QpbtkfAnHi wlith mhnt JNin mmeqimt 
nn n Qutia S0r99ia: und reliemi iy m 
Opfiratififh 

Ma* W., *bQ^t 4# years of age, pat^ 
4:e»flFe4 » 4h9«^s9 in bet left ejc^ for the&Bk 
^mfi, ^wt two years j^. The cauas ai 
it gbe Wj^ iMNt able to assign^ b^ sttppoaed 
it jbo h^ye hem tjxe ofmaec^u^iee eithmfof 
takiog co3d^ or lof the oesmiioQ of a ^^ 
diai!g9» to whidh for a censtderable ttOEie 
fifae had been subject^ from one of faer k^« 
Tibe diiQfMsss was discovered accfidentally, 
on her attepipticg to see an object with the 
left eye whilst the right eye was i^hut^ and 
in a ddart time the sight affi^rded by tfait 
eye rendered her no assistance; objects^ 
when placed straight hefbre her^ beipg in^- 
visible, and their appearance^ when retnoyed 
to the outer side of the axis of vision, being 
obscure and indasfeinct. The ty& had not air 
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tered its appearance in any respect, the pu- 
pil being neither cloudy nor dilated. The 
sight of the right eye, however, continuing 
perfect, she sustained no other inconvenience 
from the defective sight of the left, than 
that of occasionally mistaking the distance 
of objects. In December 1804, she first 
began to feel pain in the eye, and at this 
time it became slightly inflamed. The in- 
flammation never appeared to be consider- 
able, but the pain rapidly increased to a 
mart violent height, a^cting in a few days 
both the eye and the head, and being parti- 
cularly severe during the night. The pupil 
noWy for the first time, became dilated, and 
had a misty appearance; but the degree of 
opacity was very insufficient to account for 
the total loss of sight. Leeches^ blisters, 
large fomentations made with poppy^heads, 
iand a free use of opium internally, were 
repeatedly tried, but did not afford her any 
relief. The solution of Hydrargyrus Mu* 
riatus, in the way recommended page 57 of 
this volume, was equally ineffectual. The 
progress of the disorder and the present 
state of Mrs. W. rlosely resembled those of 
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the patient, whose case has been last ^ 
scribed. Influenced by a recollection of 
i^ it occurred to me that the violent paiu 
which Mrs. W. suffered might not im- 
probably be occasioned by the eflusion of 
a similar fluid between the choroid coat 
and retina, and by the pressure whidi, in 
consequence of the unyidding texture of 
the sclerotic eoat, this fluid would neces* 
sarily make on the retina which lay imme* 
di^tely between it and the vitreous hiunotin 
It also occurred to me that if the effiised 
fluid could be discharged, it might not im- 
probably be a means of affording the patient 
relief; and the operation of discharging it 
did not seem either impracticable or difficult 
I stated this opinion to the patient, and she 
readily acceded to submit to it ; as indeed 
she would have done to any operation^ 
whatever might have been its hazard, so 
extreme was the pain she at that time en- 
dured. The operation was attended neither 
with difficulty nor danger. It consisted 
simply in the introduction of a common 
spear-pointed couchic^ needle through the 
tunica sclerotica, a little further back than 
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iim ftart. mher^ it is mscMlfy intttidaead for 
the fMMqpMe of jdepreseing « xuttaradt. As 
no^ as <)lie iD^ttuiiieot ientemd itfae eye, a 
^p^iiow colovficd fluid immediatdy escapdd> 
mfBm&nt in quQutitj* to xn^t ^ eommoi| 
iMuuikefohkf ^ulite tbrcrughl The needln 
was iCMktrnudd in the «fye about a tmiuste^ m 
Ardor to gi^ diei|uid a more ready iray to 
«Hneiout ; and as sooii as it "was imtbdrawn 
tiue discharge eeased. The itengion of tlie 
eym was eonsideralily diminisAied by the ope^ 
caticH^. A compress dipped ia a^atumin^ 
lotion wa? bound T^<»i it, and tbepati€»it 
pi£t iq bed* Sfae continued in pain about 
lea iQUiutes, but then /ell into a sound 
A/ocj^ which lasted ppwai^ds of' two hours^ 
tod on awaki(ig her «ye was quite easy. 
Tbe compress Was again moistened with 
tfM sattimine lotion, and she took some 
nourishment. She passed t!^ next night 
^tery com&>rtably without the assistance of 
laudanum, although previously it had been 
gyraa her in large doses. The same appU^ 
nation as had be&re been used was am- 
Ainued to the eye ; ^nd from that time to 
ike present^ which is neaiiy two mon^. 
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exe ^y^hss vtiai^md ptrfteiHf msp and 
there; is now scar^ly any dj^peMMite 4f 
tefititDihadeti. Tke pafil ednlitiu68 dil«t«l, 
Mt is ticft beddtne 6fa<f«e; th^gb « cfidAge 
of this last Mtid stlAetlfi^s fa&es ^)ikc6, In 
<^<<s of ib« gUt^ft seV^Mi) sd is t«^ t<^ tht 
Wbit#nes» ef a coibiiioA ealai^t^ aft«f siMli 
If^tefilf MtAtik4 «f iAiaffiftiMiofi. Abtiift 
three w^kd £tSl«y liu^ dpei^tilotri^ ^« pii^etA 
caught a cold, and complained that the eye 
felt more tender than usual. I was alarmed 
by, the accident, lest a fluid might again be 
efllised in the old pla6e^ and the pain re- 
turn ; but this was happily prevented by 
thiB application of a* btislSefr on t6e »da if 
Ihe headi 

The case which I have described seems 
ftj pr&Ve, that thougfe the (^vtttb, Sertna Aay 
fee bccasiofied by a variety df caiwes, Aitfit 
^ which ate «3itefid# to th« 6yt, h i§mm^ 
Hkites jn-ciduced by tk« efRision d»f a i¥iiikfy 
^i iii the ey<f iU^, betw^eR< ^^ €b(^foi4 
&0At HM retltia., if the t^^asidii talk«flaet 
i^wly, vision is d«dtroy6d itt gfaaotf 
fitetMi^r,- ^ml k- does fiol <3ct^^i4¥t aiif §[etl^ 
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d^ree of pain ; but if it happen suddenly^ 
the blindness is not only sudden^ but it is 
accompanied^ as in the case that I have re- 
lated^ with a yioknt pain both in the head 
and eye. The operation that has been de- 
scribed was performed solely with a view 
to give relief from the excruciating pain 
which the patient underwent ; and this ob- 
ject was completely accomplished by it 



CASE XXV. 

Violent Fain and Inflammation accofnpanying 
a Gutta Serena, relieved by an Operation, 
as in the last Case. 

Mr. G. of Chippenham^ applied to tne, 
in the latter part of November l8lo, ot^ 
account of an inflammation of the lefit eye, 
which had been accompanied^ upwards o( 
three weeks, with a most violent pain both 
in the head and eye; the sight having been 
previously lost by a complete Gutta Serena. 
A great variety of evacuant and anodyne 
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remedies had been employed, both exter- 
sially and internally, by his medical adviser 
in the country, without affording any last-f 
ing rdief. In this instance, suspecting as 
in the last case, that a fluid was effused be^ 
tween the choroid coat and retina, I imme- 
diately made a puncture through the sclero- 
tica with the grooved needle, somewhat 
larger than a common couching needle, 
carrying the point of the injstrument about 
three eighths of an inch into the ball of the 
eye, a little further back than the part ; 
which is usually punctured in the operation 
of couching. A considerable quantity of a 
watery fluid, evidently different from the 
vitreous humour, issued immediately through 
the groove of the instrument. The opera- 
tion gave considerable piain, and it did not 
wholly cease for two hours ; but afterwards 
the patient fell into a sound sleep, and 
awoke much refreshed, and perfectly easy. 
The ease continued till the fourth day, 
when heirtiprudently walked a long way, 
in a damp morning. This brought on a 
return of his old pain ; but by fomenting 
the ^e three or four times with a strong 
decoction of pdppy«-heads, and taking a pill 
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t&S^s&i of a grain of tsklamel and five 
gnitti 6f tbe piiuk sapotiis ctm opto> ifac 
^n was rsnlcrv«Y^ infdy oa the fiftesiith dsf 
l^ffi his arrivftl in^ Loadaa, he rttarfscd 
bdhie p^tfecitty &^, mS with a tcty Miall 
degree of i!ftiSaffitad«iofi femoiiiing io th^ 
efe. Til>i {tt({^t however was stiQ dilate^ 
add fh€ dye fidd not fiedOf ef8d th« powef 
«rf'vidi<)nr Ifl oi-der to pftivent a ifel^se it 
-#^ thought advisable to e^ablish a dis* 
«faai^ fmtt (be hollow part of (he tefflpte> 
liy ita^e^tii^ a small aeton in this yArt* 



CASE 30CVI. 
SithUdt- to th tto4 that ^lavd heefi tasi ie- 

The son of Mr^ £. in JdoMt Siraeb 
Manchester Scjaate, abont twelve years df 
age, was bvodght to itie, on the litfa of 
January kst« by the recommendat^cm «f Mr. 
Howard, surgeon^ of Fatk Strdet> on M* 
count of an inflammatuxn of the! right eyd» 
iuxosDpauDttcd with a most Violent pablA 
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which affected the bead as well as the eye, 
and had continued six weeks, notwithstand- 
ing the use of a great variety of remedies 
which had been prescribed by different 
gentlemen who resided near him. The 
pupil was much dilated; the eye totally 
deprived of sight; and the pain (which 
never wholly left him, but was much more 
severe on alternate days^ was sometimes 
so considerable as to induce delirium, and 
to require the use of force to keep him in 
bed. Opium in large doses had been tried, 
but it gave him only temporary ease. I 
immediately punctured through the sclero- 
tica with a grooved needle in the way that 
is described in the last case. A consider- 
able portion of the vitreous humour was 
discharged ; and previous to its issue a co- 
lourless watery fluid came out, but this was 
in much less quantity than in the former 
instance. The operation gave, of course, 
greater pain than it would have done, if the 
eye had not been inflamed; but the lad said 
that it was not more than he had often suf- 
fered from the disorder for many hours to- 
gether. A compress wet with a weak sa- 
turnine lotion was applied over the eye, and 

R 
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dirept^<^s wrer?, givea ^o. r^-ip,Qwteii ijt fi:e-, 
quently. ^>ithin tj^p hourp after tjhe perfor- 
ipaqce of tl;ie operp-tipj^, t^e pfitiput l}||?came 
pprfectl^y el^sy and slept soundjrjr. Tjlie paia 
did not return, after vsrardg; apii pn tJxc 2lst^ 
the inflamniatioii also was ix^^rly rejpoyed. 
T^he pupil, bowevpr^ cpntinue4 diluted, aiwj 
the eye was stjill,inseiisibie of light. In, thq, 
beginning of Fehruajj I again s^v^r hipa^ 
and found him perfcjf^tly free frpflipain; bnt. 
as the eye was still, somewhat iqflaine^ a 
seton was ipysfjrted in thje t|M^ple, which 
was kept opejx by^ meaii?v of a i&Up of the 
elastic guin.* 

Ipi the two preceding cggs^s, as^well ajs in 
several others of a^ sipaijar d^cription, the 
operation abpye, despribed afforded manifest, 
adyantagf^ by t^ip^ aw;ay e3cpe^tiousljr^ a 
violent and a^njip^t^ an. agonizing p^n^ 
which w^;^ tb^e opjy object, intended, U> 
be obtaiped^ b^ itp^ perfo^i^aR9P'. ^^t 1 



* In some simjla^ iqifapccs. that hijvp occurred .ai;ice thpsf 
above related,^ an issae has. been established in the nape of the 
neck, and sometimes !n ' the temple ) and they have seamed 
to aofwer ws goed a puvpoaea* the seti%' and bgvfi givto littft 
trouble. 
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beg leave to add that I have since per^ 
formed a similar operation in two instances 
of a recent loss of sight, accompanied with 
a dilated pupil, where there was not any 
pain or inflammation in the eye ; and I have 
had the satisfaction to see the patients re- 
eorer their sight almost immediately after- 
wards. 

Oiie of these was the housekeeper to a 
femily in Fenchureh Street, fifty-seven 
years of age, who had lost the sight of 
«he left eye three days previously to my 
seeing her, without any known cause to 
produce it ; the pupil being much dilated^ 
and her health in other respects being good. 
The operation gave her no pain, and the 
discharge which issued through the groove 
of the instrument appeared very little, if at 
all, iKfferent from the vitreous humour in 
an undiseased* state. No change was made 
in her blindness at the time the operation 
was^ performed; but, two days afterwards 
the pupil was less dilated, and the sight so 
much improved that she was able to read 
large letters. I saw the patient again two 
months afterwards, at which time the pupil* 
had returned very nearly to its natural size, 
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and she was able to distinguish both near 
and distant objects as well as persons usually 
see them at her age. 

The other case was that of a lad, ten 
years old, who was suddenly deprived of 
the sight of the right eye by a blow with 
a stone, which struck him on the outside 
of the eye-lids but made no wound. 
Leeches had been applied on the temple, 
a cooling lotion to the eye, and purgative 
medicines administered before I saw him. 
But at that time the blindness continued; 
the eye was slightly inflamed; and the 
pupil much dilated. I immediately made 
a puncture through the sclerotica, and dis- 
charged apparently nothing more than a 
portion of the vitreous humour. The ope- 
ration occasioned more pain than in the 
last instance, but much less than in those 
which were before described. It did not 
wholly cease for several hours ; but he- 
slept without any help from medicine dur- 
ing the whole of the next night, and the 
following day was much easier than he had 
been from the time of the accident. On 
the third day there was not any inflam- 
mation, and he distinguished my fingers 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the Ophthalmy. 245' 

and several other objects that were held 
before him. At the end of a week his 
sight was further improved; but, the pupil 
continuing dilated, a puncture was again 
made through the sclerotica, and another 
portion of the vitreous humour discharged; 
the pain produced by the second opera- 
tion being much less considerable than on 
the former occasion. Two days afterwards 
he was able to read large letters ; but still 
the pupil was more dilated than that of the' 
other eye. The sight was in the same 
state at the end of a fortnight ; at which 
time, as his usual residence was in th«. 
country, he took leave of me, and I hav« 
not since heard from him.* 



* In making the panctnre above mentioned, care should be 
taken so to direct the point of the instrument that it may not 
wound the posterior part of the capsule of the crystalline hu- 
mour, since such an accident might occasion an opacity of this 
tHamonr. 
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CASE XXVIL 

Inflammation of the Iris^ tvith irregular 
Figure of the Pupil, much relieved ly 
an Operation. 

Mr. G* of Fenchurch-street, put himself 
under my care, in the year 1791, on account 
of an ini^mmation of the left eye, which 
externally did not appear considerable, but 
had occasioned him violent pain in the 
head as well as the eye, and almost entirely 
deprived the eye of sight He had repeat- 
edly been blooded with leeches, had had a 
blister applied oo the head^ and bad taken 
th« solution of HydrMgyrm Murtatus ft^ely. 
By these means the pain was considerably 
diminished, but the pupil continued very 
irregular in its shape, appeared very cloudy, 
and had wholly lost the power of dilating 
and contracting; the Iris, also, having as- 
sumed a greenish brown colour. On a 
minute examination, I perceived some large 
vessels lying under the Conjunctiva, at a 
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considerable distance from the Cornea, which 
seemed to terminate abruptly and penetrate 
the sclerotic coat : and it occurred to me 
to be probable, that these vessels might 
pass through this tunic, and supply the 
thoroid coat with blood, from whence a 
pdrtidri bif it might be continued to the 
inflamed Iris. I therefore removed the Gon- 
junctivi that Uy over the enlarged vessels 
with a pair of curved sciissars, after taking 
it up between the tlades of a ring forceps, 
and then divided the vessels themselves trans- 
versely with the point of i sbarp lancet* A 
considerake h^morrh^ge foliowed tlib ope- 
ration ; and in a few, days it became evident 
that tbe operation ftilly answered riiy wishes. 
The riipil became perceptibly more round; 
the Iris resumed its natural colour; and the 
vision oi the patient fcecatile distinct and 
clear. 
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CASE XXVIIL 

Inflammation cf the Iris accompanied tvith 
Pain ; — tvith a Remark on similar Cases. 

In the year 1 797, Mr. , about 30 

years of age, applied to me on account of 
a dull inflammation in one of his eye^ 
which had, very nearly deprived it of sight. 
A few months previous to this 'time he 
had had a venereal complaint, for which 
he had been under the care of an eminent 
physician/ who employed for its cure a 
large quantity of mercurial medicines, in 
consequence of which, all the venereal 
symptoms disappeared, and he had thought 
himself quite well, at least two months 
before the Ophthalmy commenced. The 
pain in the right eye, however, was so much 
worse during the night than in the day^ 
that a cause of this kind was still suspected 
to exist in the habit. A quarter of a grain of 
theHydrargyrus Muriatus dissolved in spirits, 
and mixed with a basin of water gruel, wag 
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directed to be taken at bed time, and the 
eye to be fomented with the decoction of 
poppy-heads several times in the course of 
the day. He took the medicine two nigixts 
in succession;^ but did not experience any 
relief or ease from it ; on the contrary, . the 
pain became more severe, and scarcely left 
him during the whole of the day. The 
inflammation of the ^ye also became more 
considerable, and the ],ris assumed a greenish 
colour, baving evidently a pustul^e on its 
inner edge that formed the rim of the Pupil. 
The case became now truly alarming, and 
very vigorous measures were necessary to 
avert the impending mischief. Six leeches 
were applied on the hollow part of the tem- 
ple, and a large blister over the whole of 
the head. His bowels being open, a com^ 
mon saline draught was the only medicine 
that was administered; and it was repeated 
every six hours. From these remedies he 
experienced some degree of ease, and in 
two, days the inflammation seemed a little 
abated. Six more leeches were now again 
applied on the same temple, and the 
draughts were continued. After this he 
became evidently better,, and the greenish 
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colour of the Iris dittiiniihfcd. The paitt 
t>eihg abated, he washed his eye with k 
vteak SAturnine lotion, Inistead of Using the 
poppy fomentatiort ; and the saline draUghti^ 
were cihanged for a decoction of thfe Cotte* 
Peruviana, with each dose of which a icruple 
of Sal Polychrest was added. In about i 
fortnight the inflaftimatioh was wholly sub- 
dued, the Iris resumed its natural colour, the 
appiearance of a pustule on this tunic ceased, 
Juid the patient's sight becatae perfect 



Remarhs on the preceding Case. 

A grtet number of cases have come under 
Iriy notice, which bear a close rfesemblanfce 
to that i^rhich has here been described. In 
some, eiiderrt venereal symptoms accompa* 
iiied the inflammation of the tf^ ; and in 
these the solution of the Hydrargyrus Muri* 
a(u5 produced the most decidedly good cf-^ 
fecti. In others, vrhere all these ^mf^ 
forns had subsided, and the pa:^tent tv^as rirucK 
debilitated b^^ the treatment td which he had 
submitted, I have found the powdef of Sai^ 
teparil, joined with the tohipound decoctiott 
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of this root, very useful medicines : and in 
all, when a speedy change in the state of 
the disorder was indispensably necessary, as 
in the preceding case, a large blister on the 
head has produced the most beneficial effects, 
The different modes of removing blood by 
leeches on the temples, by scarifying the 
inside of the eyelids, and by opening the 
vein that passes on the side of the nose, are 
all occasionally proper; nor ought f to omit 
that, when one or more large Vessels arfe 
observed to pass over the Conjunctiva, ^ind 
seem to dip through the sclerotic coat, fo 
supply the Choroides and Iris with blood, ^s 
in the 27th case, a division of these ve*;sels 
has proddced an immediate change in the 
colour of the Iris, and an evident amend* 
went itt the figure of the Fupil. 
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CASE XXIX. 

Irritable Inflammation of the Tunica Con-- 
Junctiva, in a supposed gouty habit^ foU 
lowed by an Inflammation of the Iris. 

Mr. , of Lincoln s Inn, about 22 years 

of age, applied to me in the year 1 802, on 
account of an inflammation of the left eye, 
which followed a gonorrhaea, but was not 
accompanied with the usual purulent disr 
charge from the eye. The eye, however, 
was in great pain, and had a y«ry angry irri- 
table appearance. He had for several days 
been under the care of a physician, who had 
repeatedly blooded him, both from the arm, 
and by the application of leeches on the 
temples, and had given him powerful pur- 
gative medicines. When I first saw him his 
pulse was weak and irritable, and on inquir- 
ing, I found that, though he was a young 
man, he had had several attacks of pain in 
his feet, that much resembled those of the 
gout. I applied the praecipitate ointment 
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with the calomel lotion to the eye, and re- 
commended a free use of the decoction of 
poppy-heads as a fomentation. On the fol- 
lowing day, finding his eye still very painful 
and much inflamed, it was agreed, in con- 
sultation with his physician, to apply three 
more leeches on each temple; and on the 
third day, I took away ahout four ounces of 
blood from the vein that passes on the side 
of the nose. His eye was somewhat relieved 
by these evacuations, and by the saline me-» 
dicines, and low diet, th^t were prescribed 
for him : but about this time a diarrhoea came 
on that weakened him considerably. The 
Mithridate, with chalk Julep, checked the 
diarrhoea; and stools afterwards were pro- 
cured when necessary, by the injection of 
clysters. Animal food, with weak wine 
and water, were allowed him once in the 
day. I now tried the effect of Laudanum 
applied to his eye, which still continued 
extremely weak and irritable ; but it stimu- 
lated loo powerfully, and afterwards his 
sight was thought to be more dim than 
before. On a minute examination at this 
time, I perceived the Iris to have assumed 
a green appearance, and on the edge of the 
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aperture of the pupil, there was evidcntljr t^ 
small pustule. Upon this discovery, a large 
blister was immediately applied on the top 
of tbe head, half a drachm of the powder of 
Sarsaparil was ordered to be given in a cup 
of milk, twice or three times in the course 
of the day, and a lotion, composed of one 
part of Aqua Ammonias: Acetate, with thre^ 
parts of elder-flower water, and a ^tn^H pfo- 
portion of Laudaaum, was directed to be 
frequently applied to the eye. In three 
days the sight was much improired; the 
green colour of the Iris was visibly dimi- 
nished ; and in about a week the pustule on 
the edge of the pupil very nearly disap- 
peared. Without any change in- the treatr 
ment afterwards, his eye became soon quite 
well, and his sight was perfectly restored. 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the Ophthalmy. 2$S 



CASE XXX. 

Violent Inflammation qf the right Eye^ in a; 
weakly Person, after repeated Courjses of 
jAfercurial Medicines. 

In the year 1 797, I was desired to meet 
a physician and surgeon^^ to consider the case 
of a yoflng gentleman, who, having gone 
through repeated courses pf mercqry for 
venereal disorders, and having been much 
4ebilitated bj the effects they produced, had 
ha4 repeated attacks of inflammation in his' 
eyes ; afld at the time I w^as consulted, had 
the right eye so violently inflamed, that the 
smallest degree of light gave him exquisite: 
pain, and he was unable to . distinguish with, 
it^ any object v?hatever. The eye vsras so' 
irritable that it was extremely difficult, to 
procure a sight of it; but, on the best exa- 
mination I was able to make, the pupil 
appeared to be dull and confused. In this 
state of the dijBorder it was thought neces*- 
sary to 9pply a lai:ge blister over the head ; 

4 
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to give a quarter of a grain of the Hydrar- 
gyrus M uriatus, dissolved in half an ounce 
of spirits, and mixed in a basin of gruel, 
every night at bed time ; aqd a cupful of the 
compound decoction of Sarsaparil two or 
three times in the course of the day. The 
blister was immediately applied; but the 
patient could not be prevailed on to take 
either the solution or decoction. His eye 
was kept perfectly quiet, and no application 
was used to it but cold water, or weak 
brandy and water. Under this simple treat- 
ment the inflammation gradually abated: 
and the amendment could only be attributed 
to the action of the blister; which was not 
removed for forty-eight hours; during the 
latter part of which time its smell became 
very offensive. The sore soon healed by 
the aid of the usual dressings ; after which 
another blister was applied on the same 
part ; and it was continued the same length 
of time as the former. No alteration was 
afterwards made in the treatment, and in 
abQUt a fortnight the inflammation was re- 
moved, the pupil became clear, and the 
sight was perfectly restored. — ^About a npionth 
after this time the patient called upon me^ 
6 
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being much alarmed by the appearance of 
an ulcer on the fraenum^ and a small wart 
near it, without any fresh cause to produce 
it. On this occasion^ I thought it necessary 
to request a Consultation with the gentlemen 
who had attended the patient before I was 
called in : and stfter most maturely consider- 
ing the weakly state of the patient, and the 
vigorous remedies that had previously been 
employed, we were unanimously of opinion 
it would be improper to proceed to a re- 
newed use of mercury, and advised, on the 
contrary, to wait, and watch the progress 
of the ulcer. The consequence of this was> 
that in the course of a week, without any 
application being made to the woimd but 
lint wet with spirits, it completely healed^ 
tibe wart disappeared, and the patient became 
perfectly well 
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CASE XXXL 

An Ophthalmy with great Dimness of Sight 
and much Pain, cured by the diluted Ni- 
trous Acid, with Cicuta, &c. 

In the year l8oo, I was desired to meet 
a respectable surgeon, to consider the case 
of a lady, 45 years of age, who had an in- 
flammation in the right eye, of some weeks' 
continuance, which had a peculiar dull look, 
and was accompanied with great dimness 
in the sight, and considerable pain in the 
head. The Cornea of the left eye of this 
lady was totally opaque ; and the sight had 
been lost some months, in consequence of 
an inflammation, which from the descrip- 
tion that was given of it, I had reason to 
believe, was similar to that which now at- 
tacked the right eye, and which had resisted 
the most vigorous methods that could be 
thought of to remove it. At the time the 
left eye was inflamed, she had a very pain- 
ful but small wound in her leg, which had 
4 
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also given her extreme pain, and with great 
difficulty had been cured. She had made 
use of a considerable quantity of mercurial 
medicines of different kinds, though there 
was not any reason to suppose that the dis* 
order originated in a syphillitic cause. 
With these had been joined at different 
times the use of sarsaparil. Bark, and Ci- 
cuta. The Tinctura Thebaica had been fre- 
quently applied to the eye, and always gave 
temporary ease ; and the^poppy fomentation 
as well as Saturnine applications, together 
with the powers of leeches and blisters, had 
often been tried. In this alarming state of 
the eye, it was agreed to give her the di- 
luted nitric acid; of which medicine she 
took at first a drachm mixed with a quart 
of water, in the course of the day; and 
after four days, the quantity of the acid 
ivas increased to two drachms. With this 
she also took at bed-time, a pill composed 
of four grains of the Succus Cicutae Spis- 
satus ; and whenever the eye was in pain, 
she was directed to foment it with a strong^ 
decoction of poppy-heads, mixed with a 
fourth part of brandy. The bowels were 
kept open by giving gently aperient me- 

s 2 
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dicinesy when these were neces3&Fy« Thi» 
pkn of tFeatment was followcfd by a stki^ 
cess which was much loore expeditious than 
I had any reason to expect In ten days 
the inflammation and pain were neairly re- 
moved^ and the sight of the right eye be- 
came clear. The same remedies^ howler, 
were continue a fortnight longer; at the 
end of which time the eye became as strong 
Mid useful, ia every respect, as it had been 
before the disorder commenced. 



CASE XXXII. 

An Ophthalmy aecompankd with a deep and 
foul Ulcer in the Tunica Sclerotica, 

In the year 1794^ Mr. -, of the New 

Inn in the Strand, applied to .me on account 
of an inflammation of the right eye^ which 
had a very peculiar appeai*ance. The whole 
of the Ccmjunctiva was much swelled,, and 
the eye was stiff and Uneasy, hvA <Hd not 
give violent pain. It did not water when 
deposed to the light, but had, on tiie con- 
trary, a dry look; and round nearly the 
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whole circumference of the Cornea, there 
was, in the thickened part of the Con- 
junctiva, a whiteness, differing much from 
the appearance of a pustule, and rather re- 
sembling that of cold tallow. My first ad- 
vice was to apply three leeches on the hol- 
low part of the temple, and afterwards a 
blister of the size of a half-crown on the 
same part; to pursue a strictly antiphlogistic 
re^men ; and to drop into the eye once or 
twice in the day a drop of the Thebaic 
Tincture ; but these remedies, after waiting 
several days, were jnot found to make a 
'ferourable change in the appearance of the 
^ye. Tlie whiteness of the Conjunctiva, 
<)n *he cmitrary, became more prominent, 
particulariy on that side of the Cornea next 
l!he temple. Having some doubts whether 
this prominent part did not contain a fluid, 
1 made 4 jsmall puncture iolio it with the 
fNs^nt x£ A lancet; >but no matter issued from 
the wound, l^e aperture in a few days 
ppread considerably, and became ,a veiy 
foul uicen I made pa^rticular mquirieB into 
the previous health of the patient, but coiild 
not learn that he had had fpr many ye^rs 
gkjiy sycmptoms of a rvenereal di^cder. The 
iaflafOflBfH^on 'became now much more con- 
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^siderable than it was before the whiteness 
degenerated into an ulcer. On this account, 
I opened the vein that passes on the side of 
the hose, and took from it about five ounces 
of blood, the surface of the crassamentum 
of which appeared, when cold, of a thick 
buff colour. This induced me on the fol- 
lowing day to take ten ounces of blood 
from his arm, which discovered equal 
marks of inflammation. Notwithstanding 
these evacuations the inflammation con- 
tinued, and the ulcer spread; the latter be- 
coming in a few days as large as a sil- 
ver penny, and having a peculiarly foul 
appearance. Every morning I touched it 
with a probe armed with lint, and dipped 
in a solution of equal parts pf Quicksilver 
and Hydrargyrus Muriatus in distilled vi- 
negar;* and the whole eye was fomented 

♦Tliis is one of the best phagedenic lotions, with which I am 
acquainted, and it was held in high estimation by ray late part- 
ner^ Mr. Wathen, from whoo) I first derived my knowledge of 
it. It requires some accuracy In preparing it $ I therefore beg 
Jeave to be particular in pointing out the mode in which it 
should be composed. Equal parts of Quicksilver and Hydrar- 
g}Tus Muriatus should be rubbed together in a mortar, until 
they are formed into a gray powder and the quicksilver to- 
tally disappears. Half an ounce of this powder should then 
be put into a vial, and about half a pint of distilled vinegar 
bp poured upon it. After remaiaipg in combination twenty** 
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twice in the day, with a mixture of equal 
parts of hot brandy and water. Internally 
the patient took, morning and evening, 
half a grain of the Hydrargyrus Muriatus 
dissolved in half an ounce of Spiritus Nucis 
Moschatae, and mixed, at the time of taking 
it, in a basin of warm gruel ; and twice 
in the twenty-four hours a draught was 

four hours, during which time the vial should be frequently 
shaken, the clear part of the liquor is to be separated, and 
most probably will be fit f«r use. In order to ascertain that 
the lotion is well prepared, a few drops of it should be mixed 
with an equal quantity of the Liquor Ammonise. If this mix- 
ture become white, the lotion is proper to be employed 5 but 
if it become black, or continue transparent, it is not good, 
and cannot be depended upon. So long as whiteness is produced 
by the mixture of this lotion with the Liquor Ammoniae^ 
a fresh portion of distilled vinegar may be added to the powder, 
but the exact quantity of vinegar which the powder will im- 
pregnate cannot be ascertained, as it depends much on the 
strength of the vinegar. The lotion ought not to be used, 
however, unless it become white when mixed with the Liquor 
Ammoniac. 

I beg leave to add, that this application has sometimes been 
found of great use when applied to ulcers in the throat 5 not 
only when these have been produced by the Syphilis, but when 
they have accompanied the Febris Scarlatina. It has been 
thought that this last mentioned fever not unfrequehtly begins 
in the throat, and is conununicated from thence to the con- 
stitution. By curing the ulcers in the throat, therefore, by 
means of this lotion, it teems not improbable that the fever 
may be obviated, and that lives may sometimes be preserved « 
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given him composed of the decoction and 
tincture of Cortex Peruvianus. He ex- 
perienced very considerable relief within a 
few days ^ter this plan of treatment was 
adopted. No alteration was afterwards 
jnade^ except that of occasionally touching 
the wound with the Riga balsam instead of 
the mercurial solution above-mentioned; 
and in about three weeks the wound was 
healed; the inflamtoatlon and paitl Were 
wholly removed; and the sight waa per-f 
fectly restored. 



CASE XXXIII. 

Budden and tepeated Aifach of a Senmti^n 

like thai produced by the Lodgmehl of a 

foreign Particle between the Eye-lids and 

the Globe of the Eye, tvithout any such 

Cause to produce it^ 

A delicate lady, in a state of pregnancy, 
whilst walking in the streets of London, 
was suddenly attacked with a pain in one 
of her eyes, not unlike to that which is oc- 
casioned by the lodgmen(; of ^ particle qf 
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iftet under the eye4i(L It continued 
tweaty-four haiiw before any medical ad^ 
vice was taken. At the *nd of this time 
the eye becoming considerably inflamed^ I 
waft desired to see her. I examined the 
Gotnea, togethet with that, part of the Com 
junctiva that covers both tfie ball of the 
eye, and the inside of the eye-lid, not only^ 
with the naked eye, but through a magni- 
fying glass of considerable power, and was 
not able to discover the smallest foreign 
particle of any kind. The pain was at this 
time so considerable, that I not only drop- 
ped a drop of Thebaic Tincture into the 
eye, but thought it necessary to prescribe 
three leeches to be put immediately on her 
temple, and a saturnine lotion to be fre- 
quently applied to the eye. By these re^ 
medics she was much relieved from the 
painful sensation; but oh the third day it 
returned with still greater violence, and was 
accompanied with an almost constant efEux 
of hot tears, On the fourth it abated under, 
the above treatment; and on the fifth, it 
again returned. A draught composed of 
the powder and decoction of the Cortex 
iPemvianus was now given three times in 
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the day, and the eye was fomented fre- 
quently with a strong decoction of poppy- 
beads. Under this treatment the pain was 
kept off till the eighth day, when it again 
returned, and in a still greater degree than 
on the former occasions. I now prescribed 
the following draught to be taken every four 
hours. 

$U Confecttonis DamocratU 9j. 

Decoct. Core Peru v. 3JM« 

Tinct. Valerian. Vol. jj. 
M. F. haustus. 

The poppy fomentation was continued, 
and care was taken to avoid costiveness by 
giving gently purgative medicines, as often 
as the state of the bowels rendered them 
necessary. The pain abated very soon after 
this alteration was adopted, and in a few 
days the inflammation was removed, and 
the lady became quite well. — ^About eight 
months after this time she had a return of 
a similar intermitting Ophthalmy, and it 
was' cured by the use of the same remedies 
that had before been employed. 
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CASE XXXIV. 

if 

Sudden Attach of Pain in the Eye, fiot unlike 
to that last described. 

A gentleman about $0 years of age was 
suddenly attacked whilst walking in the 
street, with the sensation of dust in the eye, 
which was accompanied with a constant flo w 
of tears, and so great a degree of debility 
in the upper eye-lid, that with much diffi- 
culty he ^ found his way home. On the fol- 
lowing day, as the sensation continued, I 
was consulted. At this time the eye ap- 
peared to be much inflamed, but after a 
careful examination, I was not able to per- 
ceive any kind of foreign substance either 
adherent to the Cornea, or between the eye 
and the eye-lid. Three leeches were ap- 
plied to his temple, and the eye was fo- 
mented with a decoction of poppy-heads ; 
but on the following day the pain was^ ra- 
ther increased than diminished, his spirits 
being at this time much depressed^ and his 
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pulse rather feeble. On inquiring I was in- 
formed^ that for some days previous to the 
attack of pain in the eye, he had expe- 
rienced great anxiety of mind ; and as the 
powder of Peruvian bark had been found 
use^ in some former indispositions, be was 
very desirous of trying its power on this 
occasion. He took a drachm of it every 
two hours for three successive days ; at the 
end of which time, without any other ex- 
ternal application than rose-water, the pain 
and tn^mmation were wholly removed, 
and the eye became quite well. 



Remark wi tke iast ttao Cmcs. 

From idae two preceding cases we ieanr, 
t^ sfensatiMis may be felt very ^similar to 
tdiose that are occasioned by the insinuataoo 
of fiwtign particles between the eye 9mA 
the eye^lid, widiout «he ex&stence of aiay 
such cause to produce them. Those pevsoos 
who iiave been debilitated by araciety, fa* 
tigue, or pt«evioius indisposition, iseem most 
subject to such attacks. But iAtov^ it iie 
proper tliat ^sin^eons should ibe apprised of 
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tb^e cases, it ought to be obeervedj that 
they are very rare when compared .with th© 
numerous instances^ in which similar sensar 
tiofls are occasioned by the kx^ment of 
foreign bodies under the eye-lid. When^ 
ever, therefore, a description is giv^n by ^ 
patient of the sudden attack of such a aenr 
sation^ it is the duty of a surgeon minutely 
to examine the whole surface of the trans^ 
parent Cornea, and of the Conjunctiva that 
litMS both the inside of the eye^Uds and the 
globe of the eye* Sometimes the interposed 
particle is so minute, that it is not easily 
discovered. On this account it is advijsable 
to employ a magnifying glass, and to view 
the eye in di£Ferent positions^ before we de* 
cide that the painful sensation is not oo^ 
casioned by such a cause. — It may not be 
without its use, if I remind the reader in 
th» place, q£ the ease with which the inr 
side of the upper eye-lid may be turned 
outward, so as to brin^ the foreign particle 
direcdy in view, when it is situated under 
this part. Embrace the eye-lashes between 
the finger and thumb of the left hand, and 
draw the lid outward ; then make a siight 
pressure with the ^^id of a prober or some 

5 
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similar instrument, a little above the upper 
edge of the tarsus. In consequence of this, 
the inside of the lid will be easily turned 
out, and if a foreign particle be lodged on 
its internal surface, it will become visible, 
and may be wiped away, without difficulty, 
with a piece of wet lint wrapped round 
the end of a probe, and often with the end 
of the probe alone without such a guard. — 
I beg leave to add, that I have seen a teas- 
ing Ophthalmy kept up for a great length 
of time by a single eyelash, so very mi- 
nute that it was not visible without a mag- 
nifying glass, standing out of the line in 
v^rhich the lashes usually grow, and point- 
ing inward so as but just to touch the ball 
of the eye. In one case of this kind, a 
lady had submitted for many months to a 
great variety of remedies, both internal and 
external, under professional men of con- 
siderable celebrity; and afterwards was 
cured almost in an instant, by the extrac- 
tion of the ofFeniiing lash, with a small pair 
of forceps. Another lash grew again after- 
wards in the same part, and this returned 
repeatedly every month or six weeks, pro- 
ducing similar uneasiness^ but they were 
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always extracted, in the same easy .way, as, 
soon as they appeared, and the uneasiness 
was at once removed by it. 

The reader should also be apprised, that 
in gouty persons, cretaceous matter is some^ 
times deposited on the membrane that lines 
the eye-lid, which, when hard, * and irre- 
gular in its shape, produces all the incon- 
veniences that are occasioned by a foreign 
particle insinuated between the eye and the 
eye-lid. These inconveniences can only be 
removed by extracting the cretaceous mat- 
ter, either with the point of a lancet, or 
>vith some similar instrument. The fol- 
lowing is a remarkable case of this kind. 



CASE XXXV. 

An Ophthalmy produced by a Chalkstone de- 
posited on the Membrane that lines the 
Inside of the upper Eye- lid. 

The Rev. , who had had repeated fits 

of the gout, was attacked with an inflam- 
mation of the right eye. Under the idea 
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ef its being a gouty complaint, it wa& left 
several days, without doing any thing for 
it» The pain, however, became at length 
so considerable, that it was thought neces- 
sary to have recourse to local bleeding by 
leeches, and to apply various anodyne re* 
piedies. As these afforded no sort of 
benefit, I was desired to visit the patient. 
Although the inflammation at this time was 
considerable over the whole eye, it was 
greater on the side next the temple than on 
that next the nose. The patient informed 
me he was quite easy whilst the eye was 
sttll ; but that every motion either of the 
eye or eye-lids occasioned him extreme pain. 
From this remark I was induced to suspect 
that there was some projecting substance on 
one or other of these parts ; and on turning 
the inside of the lid outward, in the way 
recommended pp. 22 and 269, the cause of 
the malady was instantly perceived. At 
the distance of nearly half an inch from 
the edge of the Ud, a litde more inclined to 
the temple than to the nose, a white hard 
substance was fixed in the Conjunctiva that 
lined the lid, about twice the size of the 
head of a pin, and exactly resembling a 
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tJotntnon chalkstone. It was removed with 
great facility with the point of a lahcet; 
^fter which the patient became instantly- 
easy, and in three days the Ophthalmy 
was entirely cured. 



CASE XXXVL 

Ji violent Ophthalmy with Ulcer on the Cot^ 
nea, preceded hy a tertian intermittent 
Pever, and followed by a similar disorder^ 
after the Ophthalmy was nearly subdued. 

A gentleman, about 4o years of age, was 
attacked with an intermitting fever, on ac- 
count of which he put himself under the 
tare of a respectable surgeon and apothecary 
in this city. The fever vvas subdued by 
giving him large dos^s of the Peruvian 
bark; but at the close of the complaint, the 
right eye became violently inflamed, and 
after a few days an ulcer was discovered 
upon the Cornea, which had opaque -edges^ 
iand was nearly as large as the aperture of 
the pupil, the eye being totally deprived 

T 
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of the power of vision. The patient was 
, in this situation^ when I first saw him. 
Although, therefoire, the intermittent fever 
was scarcely auhdued, the Ophthahny was 
so considerable, and the eye appeared to be 
in so much danger from the depth of the 
ulcer in the Cornea, that I thought it in- 
dispensably necessary to neglect the inter- 
mittent, and devote the whole of my at- 
tention to the removal of this local dis- 
order. I immediately scarified the inside of 
the lower eye-lid, and took away as much 
blood as a common tea-spoon would con- 
tain; after which I recommended three 
leeches to be applied to the hollow part of 
the right temple. His bowels being open, 
I directed a plain i^ine draught to be give^ 
every six, hours, 9n4 the eye to b? washwl 
frequently with a saturnine lotion. Th^ 
lower eye-lid as scarified seyerjil days in 
aucpesfijion, an it always afforded him con^ 
ai^erabie ease. After a few days, tfee edgej 
pf the eye-lids having a slight gumjny se^- 
cretion^ which caused tliem to adhpre whe^ 
the patient awoke, I touched them with 
tlje XJngueptum Hydrargyri Nitrati; warme4 
liefore ^ candle; and after w^ds ( applied 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the Ophthalmy. 27 i 

to the eye a drop of the Tinctura Thebaica 
of the old Londo;i Dispensatory. By pur- 
suing this mode of treatment, the inflam- 
mation gradually abated, and in about a 
fortnight was nearly removed; the uleer 
in the Cornea being healed, and the sights 
though still imperfect, being greatly im- 
proved. At this time the patient was again 
attacked with a tertian intermittent of the 
most violent kind, which regularly went 
through the cold, hot, and sweating stages, 
-^ter the first fit, the Peruvian bark was 
^ven four times in the day, but only in 
the form of a decoction, and with each 
dose was added a drachm of the Sal Ca- 
tharticus Amarus; after the second day, 
however, half a drachm of the powder of 
the red bark was added to each dose, and 
it was repeated every three hours. Hap- 
pily by these means the iatermittent dis- 
order was speedily subdued ; and the Oph- 
thalmy did not return. The same applica- 
tions were continued to the eye as had 
been used before. A dent in the Cornea 
was visible for a considerable time after 
his recovery; but it gradually diminished. 
Its opacity was much less than is usual in 

T 3 
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such cases^ and he at length recoveried a 
very perfect sight. 

Remark 

The preceding case points out the neces^ 
sity of changing the mode of treatment, 
even from one extreme to another, accord- 
ing to the exigency of the symptoms. If 
the Peruvian bark had been continued 
whilst the inflammation of the eye was 
considerable, and the ulceration was form- 
ing in the Cornea, there seems reason to 
fear that the ulceration would have been 
increased, and the sight more essentially in- 
jured. On the contrary, if the evacuating 
system had been pursued when the inter- 
mittent disorder returned, it Would, most 
probably, have been more firmly establish- 
ed, and afterwards would have been re- 
moved with more difficulty. 
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CASE XXXVII. 

An Ophthalmy accompanying a tertian iw- 
termittent Fever. 

Mn S. in Tavistock-street^ Covent Gar- 
den, a stout man, about 50 years of age, 
applied to me on account of a violent in- ' 
flammation of the left eye, accompanied 
with extreme pain both in the bead and 
eye. Blood had been taken from the arm 
and the eye; and had certainly tended to 
lessen the violence both of the pain and 
inflammation; but after a short time the 
disorder assumed a regular tertian type ; the 
pain returning with its full violence every 
third day, and continuing the greater part 
of twenty-four hours ; after which, on the 
succeeding day, the patient continued free 
from pain until the third morning, when 
it returned as Violently as before. The 
Peruvian bark was now given between the 
fits, in the dose of a drachm every three 
bourg. The followibg fit, after this change 
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of treatment, was much less severe; but 
the inflammation of the eye being still con- 
siderable, three stout leeches were applied 
to the temple, which bled freely, and 
afforded him great relief. The use of the 
bark was pursued, and a drop of the Tinc- 
tura Thebaica was dropped on the eye three 
times in the day. These remedies were 
pursued steadily for a week; when the 
return of pain was completely stopped, 
and the inflammation nearly subdued. The 
Cornea of the affected eye had been par- 
tially opaque for many years previous to 
the present attack of inflammation, and it 
had occasioned a considerable d^ee of 
Strabismus; but, notwithstanding this im- 
perfection, the eye still retained the power 
of distinguishing all laige objects. 



CASE XXXVIII. 

Frequent returns of the Ophthalmy, cured 
by the Cortex Peruvianus joined with 
Valerian and Sal Polychrestus. 

Mr. — 3 siugeonin 8oho« about so years 
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of age, applied to me in the year 1 797, on 
account of the frequent return of an in* ' 
flammation in his eyes^ to which he had 
long heen subject It usually came on sud- 
denly, without any known cause, giving 
him great pain for two or three days, and 
then disappearing, as suddenly as it com- 
menced. The intervals between the attacks 
were uncertain, but never of long duration. 
Leeches and other evacuations, together 
with the lotions that are usually recom- 
mended on these occasions, seemed to ag- 
gravate the complaint, and protract its 
continuance. Notwithstanding the patient, 
in other respects, appeared to be a healthy 
man, it occurred to me that the present in- 
disposition dq^nded more on debility than 
on plethora. I therefore recommended him 
to take the following medicine, and to fo- 
ment his eye twD or three times in the day 
with hot bnmdy and water. 

|l>. Decoct. Cort. Peruv. Jvijfs. 

Tittct. ValerUo. V<^. ^ss. 

Sal Folydiiest. 5ij. 
M. et capiat cocli. iv magna ter quatenre quotidit • 

This medicine was continued six weeks, 
during the if hole of whidi timey he had not; 
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^ny return of the inflammation, and after- 
wards his eyes became perfectly strong and 
useful. 



CASE XXXIX. 

Jnflammation in the Eye of an Infant, with 
a peculiar Specie on the Cornea, conse- 
quent upon the Small-po:j(;\ 

In the year 1800, I was consulted by 
Mrs. M, in Pimlico, on account of her in-. 
fant about three months old, who had an 
inflammation in the right eye, which came 
on after the child had gone through the 
inoculated small^-pox in the most favourable 
wayv The pustules, which had been very 
few, and none of thcRi near the alSected 
eye, had wholly disappeared before the in- 
flammation commenced. A leech had been 
applied oil the temple, and some cpoling 
fye-waters to the. eye, but they had not 
produced any good effects. The eye, when 
J first saw the child, was extremely weak, 
^nd constantly suffused with tears. The 
CQfQc^ la^d a ^emilun^r specif upon it^ Qf 
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considerable size. It was very different 
from a common pustule, and seemed to be 
produced by the deposition of an opaque 
matter between its laminae, which seemed 
to spread laterally, rather than to point 
outwardly. It w3s situ^ed a little below 
the pupil, but had visibly continued to in- 
crease during the last three days. A little 
of the Unguentum Hydrargyri Nitrati Rubri 
was applied on the outside of the eye-lids, 
qqd a few drops of a mixture of calomel 
in elder-flower water, were dropped on the 
eye itself. I also directed the eye ta be, 
fpmented with a decoction of the Capita 
Papaveris Albi three times iq the day, as 
hot 2^s it could be pleasantly borne ; and a 
few grains of Rhubarb and Magnesia were 
given thiB ch^d at bed time to open its 
bowels. Oa the. fpUo wing day tiye inflam-^ 
mation was- a little abated, and th^ speck,: 
certainly, was not increased. On the third 
d^ the eye bore the light better, the suf- 
fusion of tears wa? less, and the speck ap- 
peared somewhftt diminished, Jn a wee|?, 
without any alteration in the treatment, 
tb? inflammation and weakness of sight 
were wholly removed, and the speck so- 
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much reduced in size^ that it wiA not per^ 
ceived without a close inspection. 



CASE XL. 

Abrasion of a part of the outer Lamina of 
the Cornea. 

A gentleman, who resided usually ia 
Hampshire, applied to me in the year 1 800, 
on account of an inflammation in one of 
his eyes, which had long trouhled him, 
accompanied with a dulness of the whole 
Cornea, and an abrasion of part of its outer 
lamina. He appeared to be in good health, 
but the irritation of the eye, which was al- 
ways troublesome, was much worse during 
the night. I at first touched the eicoriated 
part of the Cornea with a solution of equal 
parts of Hydrargyrus Muriatus and Quick- 
silrer in the Acetous Acid,* applying it by 
means of some lint on a probe. This inr 

* S«e p«ge 262 fbr a particular descriptioD of the mode ia 
wbick tbii aolation ss prq^ared. 
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creased the irritation of the eye for a short 
time, but afterwards it felt much easier 
than befor^. I also gave him the red pne- 
cipitate ointment to apply to the outside of 
the eye-lid in the evening, directing him to 
be very careful to hinder it from passing 
within the lids ; and a quarter of a grain 
of Hydrargyrus Muriatus, dissolved in spirits, 
was given him every night at bed time, 
in a basin of warm gruel. He frequently 
washed his eye with a weak saturnine lo- 
tion made clear by a few drops of the 
muriatic acid. The solution of Hydrargy- 
rus Muriatus was applied to the eye three 
days in succession; after which 1 changed 
it for some powdered sugar, which was 
dropped on the eye once every day, after 
first applying to the edge of the eye-lids 
a little of the red praecipitate ointment 
In about a fortnight, without any further 
change of treatment, the abrasion of the 
Cornea was cured, the inflammation of the 
eye ceased, and the patient recovered a very 
useful sight. . 

In the following year, the same gentle- 
man came again to town, on account of a 
^mall degree of inflammation in the same 
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eye, and a slight dimness of sight; but 
there wis not now any increase of pain 
during the night. I touched the rough part 
of the Cornea two days followirig with 
the solution of Hydrargyrus Muriatus and 
Quicksilver above-mentioned ; and after- 
wards employed only the red praecipitate 
ointment with powder of sugar ; occasion- 
ally washing the eye in the course of the 
day with a weak saturnine lotion ; iand by 
this treatment he soon became again quite 
well. 



CASE XLI. 

ThicJcening of the inferior part of the Con^ 
junctiva, with very Utile Pain or Injlam^ 
matipn. 

In the year 1704, Mrs. , was re- 
commended to me by Mn Dale, in H^tton 
Garden, on account of a circumscribed 
thickness of part of the Tunica Conjunc- 
tiva, below the Cornea, which had gra- 
dually increased, without giving acute pain, 
or being accompanied with any high de» 

5 
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gree of inflammation. At the time I was 
consulted, the tumour had become so large 
as to thrust the Cornea constantly upward 
under the upper eye-lid. Evacuations by 
leeches and blisters, and by scarifying the 
tumour had been repeatedly tried, but had 
not aflbrded any sensible assistance. The 
tumour appeared to be produced, in a great 
degree, by an accumulation of adeps be- 
tween the Sclerotic coat and the Conjunc- 
tiva ; and it was reduced^ in the course of 
about a month, very nearly to its natural 
state, and the Cornea to its proper position 
in the anterior part of the eye, by applying 
to it once in the day, one or two drops of 
the Riga Balsam, (which appears to me to 
be nothing more than a highly rectified 
spirit,) and by washing the eye three or four 
times in the . day, with a weak vitriolic 
lotion.* 

* Two other cases of the same kind which came under my 
care^ about the same time, were reliered by a similar mode of 
treatment. 
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CASE XLII. 

Protrusion of the whole E^e, oecamning 
much Pahi and^Inflammdfion. 

In the year 1 7^4, I wa« consulted bj Mr* 
Manners, surgeon, in Parliament-street, on 
account of the coachman of Mr. Smith, in 
Spring Gardens, who had a very consider* 
able protrusion of one of his eyes, in con- 
sequence of an enlargement of the adipose 
substance that lay behind, and supported 
it in the orbit. It came on gradually, hav- 
ing been accompanied with very little in- 
flammation or pain, until the latter was 
excited by the great stretch of all the parts 
connected with the eye. When I first saw 
him I found it very difficult to move the 
eye-lids over the globe of the eye, and the 
patient himself possessed no power either 
to raise or depress the upper lid, without 
the help 'of the finger. In this case evacu- 
ations were freely employed, by opening 
the angular vein, by leeches on the temples, 

6 
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jind by a large blister repeatedly applied on 
the bead. The Conjunctiva being much 
tumefied^ I also removed a portion of it 
round the whole of the Cornea with a pair 
of curved scissars. Purgative medicines 
were occasionally administered, and a strict 
antiphlogistic regimen observed; the eye 
itself being covered, sometimes with satur- 
nine and vitriolic lotions, sometimes with 
brandy and water, and sometimes with 
the Coagulum Aluminosum. By these 
means the tumour was somewhat reduced 
in size,' but after nearly a month's trial, 
there remained a very considerable protru- 
sion of the whole eye. This was at lengt^ 
evidently and expeditiously diminished du- 
ring the use of the expressed juice of the 
Dwarf lettuce, (Lactuca Sessilis.) The juice 
was frequently applied to the eye and eye- 
lids in the course of the day, by means of 
a folded cloth ; and by continuing to apply 
it, the tumour wholly subsided, and the 
man recovered his perfect sight.* 



* Jo several cases of Chemosis, I hare seen the application 
Hf tbe Succus I^ctucae Sessilis, as directed ia this case> afford 
essential asnstance. The best mode of preparing it^ is. to m»- 
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CASE XLIIL 

Protrusion of the whole Eye, without Paift 
or hifiammation. 

A gentleman, about 30 years of age> ap 
plied to me in the year 1791, on account oi 
a considerable projection of the right eye> 
which had increased gradually for several 
weeks, but gave him no pain, nor interfered 
at all with the strength and clearness of hi? 
vision. The pupil was of its proper size, 
and dilated and contracted freely, whea 
exposed to different degrees of light. From 
hence it seemed evident that the projection 
of the eye was not occasioned by any af- 
fection of the organ itself, but rather by a 
morbid accumulation, of some kind, in the 
adipose substance that supported the eye ia 
the orbit. The gentleman was perfectly well 
in other respects, and the present disorder 

cerate the inner leaves or hearts of the lettuce, for about ten 
minutes in balneo maria^^ and then to express the juice through 
a Linen cloth. 
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could not be traced to any previous indis- 
position. When I first saw him, I advised 
the application of three or four leeches on the 
hollow part of the temple, and afterwards of 
a blister, of considerable size, on the upper 
part of the head. A purgative medicine 
was administered, and a strictly antiphlo- 
gistic mode of living was directed. A com- 
press dipped in a mixture of equal parts of 
brandy, vinegar, and water, was kept on 
the eye, for half an hour at a time, several 
times in the course of the day.* The 
leeches were repeated three times in the 
course of a fortnight; but at the end of 
this time, no change was perceptible in the 
appearance of the eye. I then opened the 
vein that passed on the right side of the 
nose, and took from it about four ounces 
of blood. When the blister on the head 
was healed, an oiled silk cap was applied 
to promote a perspiration from this part, 
and the head was shaved regularly every 
third day; purgative and discutient reme- 
dies being still continued. After this I 



^ At this time I was not acqaaiDted wi(h the nse of the 
Saccus Lactucae Scssilis, mentioned in the last case. 
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opened the right temporal artery, but it 
did not bleed so freely a3 the vein that 
had before been opened on the side of the 
nose. A pea was put into the orifice for 
the purpose of converting it into an issue. 
This gave no pain for the first three days, 
but then the temple swelled, and became 
uneasy ; and in a short time a considerable 
collection of matter formed, which was 
discharged through the aperture that con- 
tained the pea. The effect produced by 
the discharge was very remarkabfe. The 
prominence of the eye began immediately 
to diminish ; and without any alteration in 
the mode of treatment, the eye, in a short 
time, was reduced to its natural size, and 
the gentleman became quite well. 

I remember a case not unlike to this, ih 
Vhich the projection of the eye became 
very considerable, givittg ^reat pain, and 
resisting a great Variety of retne'dies rfeCom- 
mended by different surgeons, whi(Ai, at 
last, was cured by the application of a large 
caustic behind the ear. The escar thfe caus- 
tic produced extended very low on the 
nfeck, and was at least three inches in di- 
ameter; and when this separated^ it left 
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ft large and painful sore, which discharged 
a great quantity of matter dail}% for a con- 
jsiderable time. 

I remember also another case of this ' 
Jkind, in which the cure was accomplished 
by making a puncture, with a lancet, into 
a tumour, which was faindy perceived be- 
tween the lower part of the gJbbe of the 
eye, and the edge of the orbit, A ismall 
quantity of a serous fluid was discharged 
by the puncture, after which the projection 
of the eye subsided almost immediately. 



CASE XLIV. 

idn Ophthalmy produced by an Inversion of 
the Lower Lid. 

S. S. at about 60 years of age^ Applied 
to yme, on account of an inflam^mation in 
her left eye, which had continued nearly 
two years; notwithstanding the use of va- 
rious medicines and applications, recom- 
mended by difierent persons* On examin- 
ing into th6 case, it was evident, that the 

u 2 
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inflammation was caused by an inversion i^ 
the lower lid, which occasioned the lashes 
to rub constantly against the eye. She had, 
for many years, been subject to convulsive 
fits, which aflfected every part of her body; 
and the disorder in the eye first came on, 
after a severe attack of this kind. I im- 
mediately applied stickily plaster to the lid, 
arid continued it down upon the cheek ; by 
which a fold was made in the ekin below 
the lid; and this effectually answered my 
design, of keeping out the edge of it, so 
long as the plaster remained well on the 
part: but, after trying it for several days, 
I found that it was very liable to slip ; and 
that, when this happened^ the lid immedi- 
ately returned to its inverted state. I 
therefore fixed an instrument, something 
similar to that contrived by Bartischius, 
and represented by Heister, (plate 15, figure 
20,) upon the skin below the lid, and let it 
hang upon the cheek; which, by its weight 
kept the lid from becoming inverted: but, 
as the benefit it produced was only tempo- 
rary, and the pinching af the skin,* which 
was necessary to confine it, gave the patient 
pain; I soon omitted the use of it, and 
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performed the following operation : — 1 first 
took off a transverse fold of the skin, be- 
low the edge of the lid ; and then, by three 
sutures, confined the sides of the wound 
close to each other. The day after the 
operation, the integuments surrounding the 
eye were considerably swelled; but the 
swelling soon subsided, by the use of the 
Aqua Saturnina, applied as a fomentation. 
No difiiculty afterwards occurred : the eye- 
lids continued constantly in their natural 
state; the inflammation of the eye was 
speedily removed ; and the patient became 
perfectly well. 

Some time after this, the same woman 
applied again with an inflammation in her 
right eye, which arose, like the former, 
from an inversion of the lower lid. The 
left eye bad been, quite well ever since the 
operation. The same was performed on 
this eye; and, being followed with the fo- 
mentation, as before, to reduce the conse-! 
quent swelling, it as readily effected a per- 
fect cure, 
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CASE XLV. 

Communicated hy the late Mr. Bromjield. 

An Ophthalfny produced by an Inversion of 
the Upper Lid. 

*' The wofit kind of Tridiiasis, which I 
*' ever sa\^, iVas in a young gentleman 
*' about 1 8 years of age. Previous to my 
^ seeing him he had repeatedly undergone 
*' the usual discipline of extracting the hairs 
'* frdni tHfe Cilia : but when they grew again, 
^ tiiey took their uisual cdUfse towards the 
'* Tiihica Conjunctiva ; and by ctHitinual 
'*' irritation of that menibrane, gave con- 
" stant paid, and prodocted, what writer* 
" on diseases of thfe eyies tall Chemosis^ and 
*' what jgivies me the idea cJf fungous fleshy 
" 6^ 6f a yiWiM^ felirfacte, teSemblirig the 
** pile of red Velvet Aftet a variety of 
" treatment, as bleeding, purging^ blister- 
'* ing, setons, bark, alteratives, and the use 
" of every other method, which the most 
** eminent practitioners^ both in physic and 
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*' surgery, could thipk of; recourse wa^ had 
^' to eye- waters and salves^ and the Panacese 
'^ of the most celebrated empirics of the 
*^ time: but all proved ineffectual, and the 
^' young gentleman became totally blind* 

'^ At this period I was consulted, and at 
*' the ^pie time was asked, if I had any 
*' pbjection to the opinion of a celebrated 
*^ itinerant oculist, who was at that time 
" in England. I said. Certainly not. We 
'^ accordingly njet; and when we had ex- 
'^ amined the eye, and heard what had been 
^' done, he proposed the taking off a fold 
'' of the skin of the superior Palpebra. I 
'' told him I should not object to his making 

the attempt, if the gentJeman and his 

father- g^ivp their consent: though, I 
^' own, it was my opinion, that it would 
" not succeed. At that time, I h^id not 
^' considered the case sufficiently, though I 
*^ intended to do it very critically before 
*^ we met a^in. A day for the operation 
'' was fixed : but; previous to that, the 
^' oculist sent a message to the young gen- 
*' tleraan's father, which discovered the true 

Charlatan, and io^niediately determined 
the gentlenaan not to haye any thing ipore 
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''to do with him. I was again sent for, 
** and, having well considered the case, I 
** freely delivered my sentiments, that the 
" method, which had been proposed, did 
'* not seem likely to me to be successful, as 
'' the fault wds not in a superfluity of skin, 
^' but in a relaxation of the Elevator Palpebral 
" Superioris muscle. Having premised this, 
*' I recommended, and performed, the fol- 
*' lowing operation. I made an incision 
*' through the integuments of the upper lid, 
** from the inner angle of tiie eye to the 
** outer; I then separated the fibres of the 
" Orbicularis, so as to denudate the ex- 
" panded fibres of the Elevator muscle, as 
" near to their termination in the edge of 
"the lid as possible; which being done, I 
'* applied a small cauterizing iron, adapted 
*' to the convexity of the globe of the eye, 
" and made pretty warm^ by passing it two 
" or three times over the tendino-carnous 
" fibres. My intention, in this, was to oc- 
" casion a slight irritation, which I hoped 
" would produce the same effect, as we 
" frequently observe to happen after burna 
** in different parts of the body, especially 
^' in the hands, after which the fingers often 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the Ophthulmy. 297 

** contract, and in many instances have 
*' remained contracted, ever after. This 
** happy effect took place in the present 
" case : and, though the eye-lid was kept 
*' constantly higher than I could have 
** wished, the Trichiasis was cured, the in- 
*' flammation subsided, and the eye became 
^^ useful." * 

1"^ S^e the reni^tks w ibis subject, page 85, 
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CASES OF THE PSOROPHTHAJLMY. 



CASE XLVI. 

A Psorophthalmy unattended with any other 
Complaint. 

The foreman of a pewterer had, for se- 
veral years, been subject to a weakness in 
his eyes, accompanied with a frequent sore- 
ness on the edges of the lids, causing them 
so strongly to adhere to each other, as put 
him to great pain, in separating them, 
when he awoke in the morning. The sore- 
ness at length returned so often, and be- 
came so troublesome, as to determine him 
on asking Mr. Wathen's advice. The case 
answered exactly to the description of the 
Psorophthalmy ; and accordingly the Citrine 
Ointment, and White Cerate, were imme- 
diately ordered to be applied The first 
trial of the ointment, (owing to the undue 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of the Psotophfhalmy. sgg 

quantity which the patient, by mistakci, used^) 
gave him so much pain> that he could not 
be persuaded, for the present, to repeat it: 
notwithstanding which, from this time, his 
eye-lids began to mend ; and in three weeks, 
by the use of the Cerate alone, he was 
apparently cured. He continued well a 
month ; at the end of which the same com- 
plaint returned, though in a less degree 
than before. He was again urged, and 
with difficulty p^^sutidedi to use the Citrine 
Ointment, in a more cautious manner, so 
as not to touch the globe of the eye. It gave 
mucJh less pain; and in a few days, the 
complaint wes entirely removed. Some 
week* afteif this, he had another relapse, 
and was relieved as speedily, by the same 
application. SinOe this time he has had no 
return of any cohsequence ; and, as soon 
as he pcfrceives the least tendency to it, he 
recurs to the ointment, which is ^alway^i 
sufficient to remove it. 

It would not be difficult to adduce many 
hundred c^ses precisely similar to this, here 
related* which have cotne under my -care, 
and feaVe been !i?elie¥ed in a ^similar mamnen 
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I shall only adduce one more^ however, on 
the present occasion. 




CASE XLVIL 



A slight Psorophthalmy^ with general Debi- 
lity^ and great Weakness of Sight. 

In the year 1798, I wasf desired to visit 

Mrs. , in Bloomsbury-square, who at 

that time was just recovered from a lying- 
in, and who, in addition to her general de* 
bility, had so great a weakness of sight, 
that she was unable to work with her 
needle, for more than a few minutes toge* 
then This weakness of sight had been 
troublesome many months before hereon^ 
finement, and had prevented her in a great 
measure from associating with her friends, 
or bearing the light that was given from 
two candles in a room. In this instance 
the edge of the eye-lids had occasionally a 
slight degree of redness more than was na- 
tural; but there was not the smallest ex* 
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coriation, nor was any gum found on them 
when she awoke in the morning. I, how- 
ever, applied the Unguentum Hydrargyri 
Nitrati, which occasioned the usual dis- 
charge of tears ; but on the first day it pro- 
duced a very slight sense of amendment, if 
any. I also gave her a weak vitriolic lo- 
tion, to apply to the eyes occasionally, in 
the course of the day. Her general debi- 
lity was so great that she did not attempt 
to suckle the infant, and in order to give 
her strength, I desired her to take a draught 
twice in the day, composed of the Gum 
Myrrh with Kali and the Ferrum Vitriola- 
tum. This treatment was pursyed steadily 
for about a month. The application of the 
ointment, which was repeated once in the 
day, always made the sight more dear; 
the medicines evidently increased her 
strength; and in a few weeks she was 
enabled to mix with her friends, and to 
read and work with her needle, without 
suffering any sort of pain or inconvenience. 
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fA Psorophthaimy and Ophthalmy untied. 

Acfciid, vssben about ten /montiis old, was 
•uddeflfly ^«6i«ed with a svpdlliog of theeyc^ 
•Ud«, a*tetided with a considerable discharge 
of matter from -betweGn them, for this 
conapiaint, she was under the care of an 
«potheeafy> who gave tier a^variety^of me^ 
^kiines, and wa^ied the eye wi«h many dif- 
^rent eye-waters ; nc^twithstandkig whidh, 
(be disorder . <?ontinued -nearly twelve 
months, with great violence, and fre<}«entiy 
caused considerable pain. At first, the 
right eye only. was inflamed; but afle^ 
wards, the left ^Iso was aj^t<^ ; and in 
ifcat eye the inflammation became the most 
obstinate and troublesome. Attength, her 
^firiends carried her into the xrountpy, where 
she recov-ered; which, they suppo^, was 
owing to the change of air. Notwith- 
standing this, when the child was about 
four years old, the same disease returned in 
the left eye with equal violence; but was 
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relieved in a very short time, by the use of 
an ointment given by a stranger. She con- 
tinued well for nearly twelve months mor^ 
when the left eye becamb again a^scted, 
as in the last relapse. The ointment^ whidi 
had before cured her, was now tried with- 
out any succfess. She took physic every 
third morning, for several weeks, but still 
was wiable to look at the light; and, the 
eye-lids were much inflamed and swelled 
in this st*te, 1 first saw the patient; when, 
the lids being separated* with difficulty, I 
discovered a lai^ speck, which af^eared to 
cover the greater part of the Cornea. I 
advised the application of three leeches, and 
a blister, to the left temple: the Thebaic 
\rincture was also made use of; and being 
found to give great ease, was repeated every 
day. In a fortnight, the inflammation was 
considerably abated, and the child could 
open her eyes with ease: but still the 
edges of the lids appeared red, and adhered 
much to each other during the night; on 
^bich account, the Citrine Ointment, and 
White Cerate, were applied at bed-time; and 
the mixture of warm butter and milk, 
wben she awoke in the morning. In ten 
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dajs more,, the inflamtnatiQu was wholly 
removed both from the eyes and eye- 
lids: . the speck also, which at first ap* 
][>eared to cover the whole pupil, was greatly 
reduced, and the sight was so far restored, 
as to become very usefiil. An alterative 
powder, composed of jEthiops Mineralis 
and Cremor Tartari, was given twice a 
day; and towards the completion of the 
cure, an issue was opened in the left arm. 
An eye-water composed of a weak solu- 
tion of Hydrargyrus Muriatus was conti- 
nued a long time after the other applica- 
tions, on account of the speck : which, 
though it in part remained for a long time, 
as is well known to be usual in such cases> 
was, however, by this means gradually and 
greatly diminished. 



CASE XLIX. 

A Psorophthalmy mth an Ophthalmy, and 
Specks on the Cornea. 

An apprentice to a mathematical instru- 
5 
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ment muk» in lihe city, about 17 yeats oi 
Bgty haviog had the small-pox Ivhen he 
Was only two years old, was, ever since 
that tiiiie> §ul]^t to fr^qiient^ an4 almost 
contini]a1> €X>tni>laints on the edg^ of his 
eye-lids. They wete red, sor^ and adfae^ 
sive; and an inflammation sometimes ex- 
tended from them to the eyes, and oonti- 
nued upon them for months tog^b/^; de* 
priving hi«i of sight, and di$ablit)g hira 
from atten^ng his school, when he Was 
a child, or his bu^ess, after he was an 
apprentice, l^e inflammations had left 
&pc(iks in both eyes> which occasioned^ in 
a greater or less degree, a constant obscu* 
rity in the sight Great quantities of me- 
dicine had been taken; and various eye- 
waters, ointments, &c. had been used> 
without any efiecL After undergoing much 
pain for some time, he> by my advice> be- 
ffisx the use of the citrine ointment and 
white cerate. They had been tried only 
three days, before I found> that the edges 
of the fids were much softened, became 
more ea»y> and adheied lesis together when 
he awoke in the morning;: the redness^ 
wi^di eactendtd to the j^be of thp ey«/ 
* X 
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also subsided after a few appIi(^tions of 
the Thebaic Tincture. By these me^s, 
and with no other assistance but that of 
an electuary, which, while it acted as an 
alterative, served also to keep the body 
gently open, the patient gradually mended ; 
and, in less than a month, the complaint 
in the lids was entirely removed. . More 
than two years are passed since th<Q curei 
and the patient has not had the. smallest 
relapse : the specks, also, by the continued 
use of the sublimate water, have been so 
far reduced, as to form little or no obstruc-* 
iion to the sight, and, indeed, not to be 
discernible without close inspection. 



CASE L- 

jin inveterate PsoropJithalmy of long Cwr 
thmance. 

Mrs. ■ ■ ', a fedy in the city, fiye years 
since was seized with a soreness upon the 
edges of the right eye-lids, which gave her 
l^rc^t pain, and frequently inflamed the eye. 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the Psorophthatmy. 307 

Vdrious internal medicines were adminis- 
tered, with some externals, by an apothe- 
cary; who supposed it to proceed from 
a scorbutic acrimony in the constitution: 
but after a considerable time had elapsed, 
without any amendment^ a physician was 
consulted^ who prescribed other medicines, 
with a similar intention, but with no better 
effect. . She afterwards went to Rochester^ 
and put herself under the care of a woman, 
who was much celebrated, in that place, 
for curing obstinate complaints of this na- 
ture. This person used different topical 
applications, without affording any relief; 
and the patient, after a trial of two months, 
came away worse than she went. Both 
eyes were now so bad,* that she was obliged, 
for several^ months, to sit in a room totally 
dark. During this time> she made trial of 
various remedies, both external and inters- 
nal; some of which were recommended 
by her friends, and others by the faculty. 
Notwithstanding all, the soreness of the 
eye-lids increased, the excoriation spread 
towards the cheek, and the pain was with- 
out intermission. A perpetual blister had 
been put on her back, an issue made in l;ier 

x2 
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arm, and feecbes repeatedly appKed to the 
tfemples. A surgeon of reputation vf^s conh 
Suited; who after a long attendance, de- 
clared himself unable to do her service^ 
unless she would submit to have a seton in 
the neck, which she refused. About a year 
arid a half from the commencement of her 
disorder, the Unguentum Hydrargyri Ni- 
trati, &c. were proposed to be used in the 
manner before directed. The «ctreme sore- 
ness of the lids caused the first application 
to give more than common pain ; it was 
however, regularly repeated; and, at the 
end of a week the lids assumed a more fa- 
vourable aspect, and the eyes b^an to 
bear the light. As the lids mended, the 
pain from the application abated, and, in a 
short time, wholly ceased. Their adbe- 
«bns to each other became eveiy day less; 
iatid, in six Weeks, the soreness was entirdy 
gone ofi^ iand th^ returned to thdr natoral 
:^pearance. Her eyes now look as well as 
if they had ixrt been at idtdisordeped, and 
^her sight is, in common^ equally good as 
ever; though, at titries, she has fotind a 
degree of tenderness in the lids, whicfti has 
called ibr thereof the omttnent^ and she 
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faasr always experienced immediate relief 
from it* 



CASE LI. 

A Fswophtfialmy attd Ophthalmy, with an 
acrimonious Humour over the whole Face. 

A child of Mr. £• near Greenwich, abonl 
four years old, was brought to me, in tfa^ 
year 1798, on aceount of a violent inflame 
mation in both its eyes, accompanied with 
a general eruption over the whole face, an4 
so great a swelling of the eye-lids, and 
upper part of the nose, that the eyes had 
not been seen for above a week. Various 
sorts of eye-water had been applied, and 
several doses of a purgative medicine had 
been administered, without afibrding the 
least benefit. I recommended to fopoent 
the whole face morning and evening, with 
a decoction of poppy-heads^ as hot as it 
could be pleasantly borne, for ten minutes 
or a quarter of an hour at a time; — to 
cover the &cf in the intermediate time 
with tbe Cer»tiiai Florum ZimA spread oa 
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linen, having holes cut in that part of the 
linen which was opposite the eyes; — to 
apply a little of the Unguentum Hydrarg3rri 
Nitrati to the edges of the eye-lid, once in 
the day, and afterwards to insinuate be- 
tween them a drop of the Thebaic Tinc- 
ture;— to pve half a grain of Calomel 
mixed with an absorbent powder every 
evening, and six drachms of the decoctum 
Corticis Peruviance, mixed with a drachm 
of the Tincture and a few grains of the Sal 
Polychrestus, twice in the day. The Cera- 
tum Florum Zinci was made in the follow* 
ing manner, 

9». Olei Olivanim optimi Jj. 

Cerae Albc, 

Spennatit Ceti aa Jss. 
Lento igne fiat ceratuio, et coletar. 

{L Hujus Cerati ^%%. 
Florum Zinci jij. 
Misce pro ata suprascripto. ^ 

No alteration was afterwards made in the 
treatment, and at the end of a fortnight the 
inflammation of the eyes and eruption of 
the face were perfectly removed. — ^I have 
reason, however, to believe, from a con- 
siderable number of similar cases, which 
bftye since come under my care^ that tjie 
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application of the Unguentum Hydrargyri 
Nitrati Rubri, in the way that is mentioned, 
page 82, would have accomplished the cure 
with as much expedition, and with less pain 
to the child, than that of the Unguentum 
Hydrargyri Nitrati and Thebaic Tincture, 
which were here employed. 
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CASlSfi OF THE PURULENT EYE 



iNINFANT& 



CASE LIL 

Both Eyes Purulent^ in an Infant Subject. 

A child^ only three days old^ was sud^ 
denly seized with a swelling in both eye^ 
lids ; and which was attended with a con- 
piderable discharge of matter. The disor* 
der continued in this state for a months 
without the least abatement, During that 
time, nothing more was done, than wash- 
ing the putside of the lids with Rose-water 
gnd Tutty, squeezed through a sponge. As 
this was found inefiectual, the case came 
pnder my inspection; when I immediately 
washed off the matter, which was lodged 
on the globe, with the Aqua Camphorata, 
(recommen4ed page 130,)* properly diluted^^ 
^nd injected through a syringe: directing 
|:he repetition of the samei eyeiy hour. lo 



Digitized by 



Google 



Cases of the Purulent Eye. 313 

a day's time» the swelUng and discharge 
evidently abated J and, the same applications 
being continued, with the occasional use of 
Rhubarb and Magnesia, to keep the child s 
body open, both the eyes were completely 
cured in less than three weeks aften 



CASE LIIL 

Purulent Eyes with Specks. 

The eye-lids of another child, on the 
ninth day from its birth, began to swell; 
and, on the tenth, discharged a great quan«» 
tity of matter* The apothecary of the 
£imily immediately applied a large blister 
to the back; and a lotion and ointment 
were used to wash, and anoint, the outside 
of the lids. The blister discharged freely; 
and, for short intervals, the appearances 
were very promising: but, not continuing^ 
two more blisters were applied behind the 
ears, which produced no more lasting be- 
nefit than the first. At the end of five 
weeks, the disorder was as violent as ever. 
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Mr. Wathen was then called in, by whose 
direction the diluted Aqua Camphorata was 
injected^ and repeated every hour. The 
same night the child opened its eye-lids, 
which it had not been able to do since the 
first appearance of the disorder; but se- 
veral days elapsed before the eyes could be 
distinguished ; the child, as was natural ib 
that state, keeping them closed, by way 
of defence against the light, and the lids 
becoming everted, on every attempt to se- 
parate them with the finger. When they 
were first seen, the Cornea of both ap- 
peared to be entirely clouded over, and a 
small white spot was perceived on each. 
The same treatment was continued a month; 
towards the end of which, one drop of the 
Thebaic Tincture was dropped into the eye, 
every day. The discharge, at that period, 
entirely ceased; — the eyes acquired their 
natural clearness; — ^the specks gradually 
lessened, and soon became transparent;-— 
'^nd the complaint returned no more* 
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CASE LIV. 

Purulent Eye, with discharge of Blood as 
well as Matter. 

A child was first seized like the former 
when about a week old, with a considerable 
swelling of the eye-lids, attended with a 
great discharge of matter. After three 
days, instead of matter, pure blood con- 
tinually issued out. Fomentations and oint- 
ments were carefully applied, for a week, 
by advice of an apothecary; who finding 
no amendment in that time, gave it as his 
opinion, that the eyes were lost ; and de- 
aired other assistance might be called in. I 
proposed the diluted Aqua Camphorata, and 
immediately injected it. It was repeated 
every hour; and, the next day, the hae- 
morrhage ceased; but was followed with a 
return of the matter which continued to 
discharge in a great quantity. The same 
lotion was r^ularly injected ; the body was 
kept constantly open with Magnesia; and 
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the discbarge from two large blisters^ which 
had been put behind the ears, was preserved 
by the use of the Epispastic Ointment. At 
the end of three weeks, the discharge 
ceased, and the eyes were apparently well; 
but, from the child's taking a fresh cold, or 
from some unknown cause, the disorder 
returned with much violence, which ren» 
dered it necessary to repeat the same ap- 
pUcation a fortnight longer; when both 
the eyes were perfectly recovered, and 
neitbei: had any relapse. 



CASE LV. 

The Purulency, violefit and obstinaie, fl^ 
companied with Eversion of the Lids. 

The last case I shall relate, under tbifi 
class, is of a child, who, jfour days after its 
birth, was attacked with a swelling of the 
left eye-lids, which increased rapidly, till it 
became of the size of a large walnut : the 
right eye-lids also swelled, at tbf same 
time, in a smaller degree; and, the day i^ 
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lowing^ a very laige quantity of matter was 
discharged from between both of them. 
When the left eye-lids were separated from 
each other, the appearance very much re- 
sembled a deep wound, filled with matter* 
By advice of the midwife, a mixture of 
parsley and hog's-lard was first applied; 
bul^ the child continuing to be in extreme 
pain, it was soon changed for a poultice of 
bread and milL By the same advice, the 
lids were afterwards fomented with a de- 
coctioii of poppy-heads ; and a large blister 
was applied to the bacL The discharge 
notwithstanding, continued very profuse; 
and, at the end of a fortnight, the upper 
lid of the left eye became everted, when- 
ever the child cried; but returned to its na- 
tural state, when the crying ceased. At 
first, the eversion was only of a small part ctf 
the lid ; but soon increased, till it became 
entire. The Tunica Conjunctiva, on the 
inside of this lid, was also very miKh 
swelled, and appeared of a deep red colour. 
In a short time, the eversion was so con- 
firmed, as to continue, through the day, in 
the same state; and much resembled (as 
Mr. Warner has expressed it) an inverted 
6 
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Intestinum Rectum. It was at this advanced 
degriee of the disorder, that I first saw the 
child. I directly applied, as in the former 
cases, the Aqua Camphorata^ ordering a re* 
petition of it every hour; and particularly 
recommending, that, at each washing, the 
matter might be entirely cleared away. A 
poultice, made with the alum curds and 
hogVlard, was applied to the lids at bed- 
time ; when a tea spoonful of the syrup of 
poppies was also given, to procure rest, 
which it did for several hours. The dis* 
charge soon became less, but the eversion 
continued; on which account, the lid was 
returned with the finger, and graduated 
compresses, dipt in the camphorated lotion, 
were applied over it, so aa to make a con- 
stant gentle pressure. The compresses did 
not succeed as I could wish : and the ever- 
sion often took place, notwithstanding their 
application ; a finger was, therefore, directed 
to be kept more constantly on the lid, till 
it was perfectly restored^ The child was 
bled with two leeches, and blistered, on 
each temple ; gentle purges were frequently 
administered ; and the Thebaic Tincture was 
'daily dropped into the eye. The finger was 
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kept on the compresses, wetted as often as 
necessary, with as few intermissions as pos- 
sible, for a week; at the end of which, the 
habit was so far overcome, as not to be 
constant, though it still happened when- 
ever the child cried. The camphorated lo- 
tion being regularly continued, the discharge 
gradually abated; and, at the end of two 
months, the swelling, discharge, and ever- 
sion, were entirely cured, and the eyes b^ 
caibe perfectly sound and clear. 



THE £N0. 



C. Baldwin, t^rlnter. 
New Bridge-street. London* 
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REMARKS 



ON THE 



PURULENT OPHTHALMY, 

Which has lately beejt 

EPIDEMICAL 

JN THIS CO UNTRY. 

I 

So short a time has elapsed since I laid 
l>efore the Public the last edition of Obser- 
vations on Diseases of the Eyes,* that I 
could not have thought myself justified in 
presenting new remarks to their notice, if 
an Epidemic Ophthalmy of the most vio- 
lent kind had not lately appeared in differ- 
ent parts of the kingdom, and which in 



* Tlio first edition df these Remarks was published id the 
year 1806 i and the previous edidoD of Observations on Dis- 
eases of the Eyes^ .which included Remarks on the Ophtfaalmj, 
was published \ti 1803. 
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2 On the Purulent Ophihalmy. 

many instances resisted the remedies usually 
recommended for its cure. The disorder 
resembles very closely that which destroyed 
the sight of a considerable number of our 
soldiers, whilst employed, in the year 1801, 
in Egypt ; and from hence it has by some 
been denominated the Egyptian Ophthalmy. 
This appellation, however, does not appear 
to me to be a correct title, since an oph- 
thalmy, precisely similar in its symptoms and 
progress, has also appeared, long ago, in this 
and in other countries; and has been de« 
scribed by various authors, ancient as well 
as modern. In Egypt, likewise, no less than 
in England, many other species of the oph* 
thai my continually prevail, all of them be- 
ing perfectly distinct, one from the other, 
and each requiring a peculiar mode of treat- 
ment. The late epidemic may, I think, with 
more propriety be denominated a purulent 
Ophthalmy ; since one ,pf its ghi^f symptoms^, 
and that which distinguishes it from every 
other, is the profuse discharge of a purulent 
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On ike Purulent Ophthalmy. $ 

coloured fluid. Closely resembling the pus 
or matter that issues from an ulcerated sur- 
face. It resembles also in many respects a 
disorder which I have described with some 
minuteness,* under the title of ^' the Puru- 
lent Eye of New Born Children,'' in which, 
no less than in that now under considera*- 
tion, the discharge of matter is always pro- 
fuse, f 

In adult persons th6 violence of the 
inflammation that accompanies the dis* 
charge is eltremely difFei*ent. In some the 
appearance of the eye varies little from 
that which it assumes in those cases of 

* See the pt^cedmg remarks^ page liS^ 

\ The epidemic which is the subject of the ptesettt remarks 
is very different from ati ophtbalmy^ which at difierent times 
has been epidemical in this and in other countries, but is un- 
connected with a purulent discharge from the eyes. This 
latter disorder is seldoo^ productive of danger to the sight ; and 
if it be treated with antiphlogistic internal remedies^ and 
mildly astringent Applications, It generally ditiappears in the 
course of a few days. 

B 2 
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the op^thalmy that are prodqced hy a 
jComnEiOQ cold ; ^ut in tlie greater number 
the tunica cQiyunctiva, that covers botb 
the inside of the eye-lid and the globe of 
thp eye, not onty becomes univers?Jly redt 
but quickly swells to a considerable thick- 
jiess ; its membranous appearance being de- 
stroyed, and its projection causing the cornea 
to appear depressed and sunk in the globe 
of the eye. The swelling of that part of the 
conjunctiva -which lines the inside of the 
ey^-lid is sometimes so considerable that 
it protrudes beyond the lid to a consider- 
able ejttent,. and entirely conceals the 
eye. 

In some the pain produced by the ip- 
flammation resembles that of dust between 
the eye and the eye-lid;, in others it i» 
accompanied with a sense of heat and 
weight; in others there is a deep seated 
intense pain in the ball of the eye; and,r 
in not a f^w^ the pain in the eye is ac^ 
6 
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On ike Purulent Ophtkalmy. 6 

companied with a distressing padn either 
121 the whole or some particular part a£ 
the he^. The pain is not in propordoii 
to the quantity of discharge; since, when 
the hilttr iias been profuse I bave^ in some 
inatanees^ dbserved that die former has bee^ 
hM from QonjEaderftble. 

Sometimes* the cornea speedily become^ 
opaque, the opacity first appearing, roun^ , 
die circumference of thia tunic, wlucfre 
it unites with the tunica conjunctiva. 
Very lOon afler the opacity is percdred, 
if the violence of the inflammation con- 
tinuie, a rupture of the corner takes place, 
of winch the patient is made sensible by 
a sudden gush of the aqueous humour. 
According to die part fo£ the cornea in 
whidi die rupture happens, the pupil is 
moiae or less involved, and of course the 
future visiQn is more or less injured. I 
have deen m this disease the whole of the 
cornea slough, and come away widiin a 
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6 On the Purulent Ophthdmy. 

few days after the commencement of the 
disease. This however is a very rare oc- 
currence. It more common^ happens^ 
when the termination is unfavourable, that 
the cornea is only ruptured; the ruptured 
part being ulcerated to a greater or less 
extentt and a fungous excresoence not un- 
firequently protruding through the ulcer. 
The fungous tumor is in general soft and 
pulpy; but sometimes a portion of the 
iris is pushed out^ of greater or less roag- 
nitudcj according to the size of the rup- 
ture. This last projecting substance h 
disting^hed by authors by the name of 
myocephalus^ ft*om its supposed resemblance 
to the head of a fly. It has been said 
that new vessels form on the cornea du- 
ring the continuance pf the inflammation; 
but this only happens wheiji the inflam- 
mation remains a great length of time; 
and in the purulent ophthalmy I think it 
probable that the cornea is in general rup- 
tured before these begin to appear. As 
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On the Pimdmt OpMhcdmy. ^ 

soon as the rupture takes place^ the violence 
of the pam, if this has been considerate, 
sdwajs subsides, and the discharge of purur 
lent matter is iisuallj diminished The in^ 
flammatibn that follows this period appears 
to me to be di&rent from that which pre*- 
ceded it, and to be now kept_Ji^, partly by 
the acrimonious secretion which issues from 
the uker, and partly by the* unequal pre** 
sure which the protruded part conti- 
nually makes against the inner siir&ce of 
the eyeKA 

When both eyes are afiected, the in- 
flammati6n usually begins in one of them 
several days before it shews itself in the 
other, its progress being in general much 
slower in the eye last afiected than^ in the 
first 

In som6 of the cases where the most 
dangerous symptoms were subdiied with-* 
out dmng essential injuiy to the si^t, 
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it has been, foi!ind vdry dtfficuH; ccmapleteijr 
jt<^ ftttiorc^ what inEy be caJfed the rdics of 
ibe dlioiHfor; by wMcli I Qiean<r a sorenen 
4^ tbe edges of <ie eyelids^ ^d a Mnall der 
gme of infibmmation in the baH of the eye. 
It is partictildj-ly difficult to rcnAore these, 
in ihoet persons who haye prCTiou$ly been 
inib^ct ito stnunoiis a&otioBs; and ifae;con^ 
"•oquence of their contintaxice is» tteit either 
"by a slight indiscretion in diet, or by est- 
|>o»ire to an inclement atraosphece^ the ^ in- 
fli^mmation returns, and the whole ttain of 
its sypiptoms is reproduced. 

, ' •' . ^ ' » ' , ■ ' 

It is diifiouk to discbver in whnt way ttii 
disorder was fint occasianefL Tbe isesem- 
:bl9?ice ifhkk it beftoi to that species of aj^ 
thftlm^,: which miiaany instances, hias either 
accompanied oj- followed the common go- 
norrhoea, stfrongly impresses my mind with 
figii^et^ that.ihe two dssorders bear a dose 
rtifepettee/olie to the other. I bclicricitis 
.mfiqittodby thempst eapedenced sw^dbt9, 
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On the Purident Ophthalmy. 9 

dsat the gonorriusa^ in by fiu: the greatec 
numb^ of instances^ is perfectly, distinct 
from the lues venerea; and that the rem^ 
dies which are indispensably required £br the 
cure of the latter, are wholly unnecessary 
for the cure of the former. The first causd 
of die gonorrfioea we do not know; 
but it is communicated by the application 
of a peculiar poison to the urethra, which 
inflames and excites a considerable pu^ 
rulent discharge from it It is rarely ^or 
dttdtive, howevCT, of any deration in the 
inflamed part, or any a^ection of tiie gene* 
ral constitution. In like manner, the puru- 
lent ophthalmy, (without inquiring at pre-i. 
aefit into its first cause,) appears to me to 
be in general communicated by the appli-r 
cation of a peculiar poison to the tunica 
conjunctiva, which inflames and produces a 
considerable discharge from it, but rarely oc- 
casions any ukeration in this tunic,* or any 

* Sttridwres iq jtihe urethra, not unfr^queDtly follow a 
g4l^oithcBa; mii ulcers ^f tbe cornea, as wjsll as arup^ 
tune i9f |b^ iwici ikU ^m&eQueatly follow a purulent 
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10 On the PuMent OpJitJialmy. 

affection of die general system. Infants, a« 
well as adults, are subject to the purulent 
ophthalmy; and it is a fact, well deserving 
notice, that some of the worst cases of this 
disorder that have occurred in infants, have 
happened in those whose mothere were sub- 
ject to an acrimonious discharge from the 
vagina at the time. the infants were bom. 
Some of the worst cases also, that have oc- 
curred in adults, have happened in those^ 
who either shortly before the attack of the 
ophthalmy, or at that very time/ laboured 
under either a gonorrhoea, or gleet.* I do 

ppbtbalxny* But the former does not afford a proof of 
the previous existence of an ulcer in the urethra; nor 
does the latter, that an ulceration had previously taken 
place in the tunica conjunctiva, 

* Doctor Vetch observes in his account of ^' the Oph- 
^* thalmia* which appeared in England since the return 
** of the British army from Egypt," p. 3, that in the 2d 
battalion of the 5 2d regiment, in which the disorder oc- 
curred, with a severity then unprecedented in tbii 
country, that *^ excepting a great proportion of venereal 
eases," no particular distemper seined to prevail; and 
the number of patients in the hospital were rapidly de« 
creasing, when the first pase of ophthalmia made its ap« 



Digitized by 



Google 



On the Purulent OpJithalmy. 11 

not mean to attribute every ophthalmy o£ 
this kind to such a cause. I am aware that 
it has sometimes occurred, /and in the most 
violent degree, when no such circumstance 
could be suspected; but in the far greater 
number of adults whom I have seen af- 
fected by it, if the disorder had not been 
produced by the application of morbid mat- 
ter from a diseased eye, I have been able 
to trace a' connection between the Oph- 
thalmy, and some degree of 'morbid af- 
fection in the urinary canal. 

The ophthalmy that has been so dreadfully 
prevalent in some of our r^ments, during 
the last year, has generally been attributed 
to a disease imported from Egypt It is 
unquestionable that an ophthalmy, precise- 
ly similar to it, has prevailed in that coimtry 
with a high degree of virulence, and to an 
immense extent, for several centuries; and a 

pfsSMT^nce. Among these venereal cases is it not highly 
probable that not a few had the gonorrhoea ? 
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gre»t numW of pur 4^1diers» as well a« 
tb09e of France, experienced its malignant 
influence itt the year i8oi. The remains of 
the disorder were certainly brought into 
this country upon their return; and it is not 
improbable, that it was commuoicated by 
them to many otberu: but I still tl^ink I 
am justified by experience iij believing, that 
if the snosallest portion of a gonorrhuoeal disr 
charge were applied to the eye,i it is equally 
able to produce a similar di^rderr I do not 
say, that this wo^ld «niverMlly ba|^en- 
The gonorrhoea itself is not communicable 
in every individual case; but the exertions 
are mudi too limited to invalidate what J 
bdieve to be a general rule, relative to its 
infectious nature. Other causes may coa- 
tributfe to aggravate, and perfiaps may pw>- 
duce the disorder, and the purulent opb- 
thalmy in Egypt has been attributed to a 
great number. The combiried influence of 
heat dnd light, of a burning dust continually 
raised by the wind, and of the heavy d^ws 
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af th* tMght> toay powei^lly contribute td 
e&cite inflttttioiationi^ in the eyes* But 
something more than these are required to 
iiiduce the malignant ophthalmy now under 
consideration ; since the saitie causes operate 
with equal riolence in many other countries 
besides Egypt^ and yet do not produce these 
effects: and in this country the disorder pre- 
vailed, dtiring the last summer, to ai great a 
degree, and upon as great a n\imber of perv- 
ious, within the small district of less than a 
mile, as it ever did, in the most sickly times, 
in any part of Egypt; and yet, beyond this 
!*pace, on either side, scarcely a person was 
afected with it Something more than at- 
mospheric action seems, therefore, required 
to account for its spread and influence; and 
the most natural explanation appears to me 
to be, that this particular disorder is only 
communicable by absolute contact; that is, 
by the application of some part of the dis- 
charge which issues, either from the tunica 
conjunctiva of an affected eye, or from 

6 
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14 On the Purulent OphthaJmy. 

isome other membrane that secretes a simi* 
lar poison^ to the tunica cotijunctiva of the 
ejre of another person* That such a mode 
of communication did prevail in several of 
the r^ments^ in which the disorder raged 
with the utmost malignitj in the last jear, 
is, I believe, admitted both by the surgeons 
who belonged to these regiments, aikL by 
the medical inspectors, who were appointed 
to inquire into it. I can aver, that the same 
effect has been produced by a similar cause 
in schools and in nurseries; in both of 
which, from inattention to a rule which I 
believe of much importance, though too 
little regarded, of hindering the hand basins^ 
and towels, which have been used by per^ 
sons who have this disorder, from being 
employed by others, before they have been 
thoroughly cleansed, the ophthalmy has 
been communicated to nearly tvventy in one 
school,* ^d to the nurse, and several of 

• In the school to which I more particularly refer, 
the disorder^ though truly purulent, did not prevail with 
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On the Purulent Ophthcdmy. 15 

the children in more than one family. I 
cannot therefore too strongly urge the ad- 
vice which I took the liberty to give to 
the public in August ISoG, through the 
medium of a periodical publication, most 
peremptorily to prohibit the indiscriminate 
use of these articles, both in schools and 
nurseries, in hospitals, ships, and barracks. 

The purulent ophthalmy above described, 
though similar to that which is produced 
by a gonorrhcea, is widely different from 
the venereal ophthalmy; that is, from an 
ophthalmy accompanied or preceded by 
other evident symptoms of the lues vene- 
rea. In cases of this latter description 
there is generally a great exacerbation of 
pain during the night, and" the internal 
parts of the eye are particularly af- 
fected. The pupil is usually contracted, 

the game degree of violence that it did in the army, and 
none of the children had their sight essentially injured 
by it. 
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imd loflcs the power of alteiv^ ite mix! 
in dii^rent degrees of light. 'Hie hig ns^ 
enmed a greenish cokur, and pustules not 
^infrequently form upon it But in cases 
hi die purulent opbthalmy, on the <!«i- 
trarjr, the inflammation soldly ai^cts the 
tunica conjunctiva and cornea; and thek^ 
ternal parts of the eye do not seem to 
have their structure at all altered, until the 
lioriiea becomes idcerated, and the aqueous 
humour is discharged 

' The puruknt ophthalmy is also very 
different from an emipelatous inflammation^ 
to which the eyes of some are particu* 
lariy subject In this latter inflammation 
there is in general a tumefaction of the eye- 
lids, and a considerable v^ratery discharge 
from the eyes; the discharge being not 
infrequently mixed with a small propor* 
tion of matter; but this matter is very 
different, both in quantity and appearance, 
from that which is produced by the puru- 
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lent Ophthalmy; ^vA in the erimpelas it 
«fiems to be secreted by the eili^ glands 
father than by the inflamed tunica conjuno 
tiva. In the erifiipelaious Ophthalmy^ again, 
die eyes are more impatiarit of the light 
than they are in that v^bidii is pwiilen^ 
and the inflamcoation extends over a greater 
part' of the fiuce^ not unfrequently afiecting 
at tihe same time di&Tient other parts of 
dxe body. 

Having &iished the obsenrations which 
I purposed to make on the symptoms 6£ 
the pundent Ophthalmy, and on the sour<* 
ees from M^iieh it usually proceeds, I now 
pass on to pffer a icw remarks on the 
method of cure. Here I think it necessary 
to premise one or two observations on the 
treatment of the disorder when it appears 
in In&nts. In them> notwithstanding the 
quantity of thick matter discharged from 
the «yes is often profuse, it rarely hap- 
pens that either the inflammation or tu^ 

C 
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mefaction of the tunica conjunctiva is coni 
siderable;* and if the accumulated matter 
be frequently washed away by means of 
an astringent lotion^ injected between the 
lids from a bhint pointed syringe, its 
quantity is easily suppressed, and in a 
short time the infant becomes able to open 
the eyes, and bear the light The lotion 
which I . have found most effectual for 
this purpose is that which was first pror 
posed by Bates, in his Fharmacppoeia, un- 
der the name of the Aqua Camphorata. 
It is much too strong however to be used 
on these occasions, if made exactly ac- 
cording to Bates's prescription; and I usually 
recommend it in the following form, which 

* The exceptions to this observation are rare. In a 
few instances, however, both the upper and lower 
lids of the infant become swelled and everted ; in 
which state they have been said, not unaptly, to re- 
semble an inverted intestmum rectum ; and they re- 
quire not only to be scarified, but to be kept in their 
natural position by the continued application of the 
foger. 
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i& only one fourth as jstrong aa he di- 
rected. 

R Cupri Vitriolati, 

Boli Armani, aa gr. viij. 
Camphorae, gr. ij. 
Mlsce et affiinde. 

Aquae Bullientis ^viij • 

C\iin lotio sit frigida efiluidatuir limpidus 
liquor^ €t saepissime injiciatur paululum inter 
oculum et p^lpebras. 

On account of the great raj^dity with 
which in most cases the matter is se- 
creted, I beg leave to urge the necessity , 
of^ hgecting this lotion, once at least ux 
everyhour; and I dwell particularly on the 
mode of uyecting it by means of a sy- 
ringe^ because the medicate^ liquor cannot, 
in any other way, be ^sent between the 
swelled conjunctiva that lines the eyelids, 
and that part of it which covers the globe 

c2 
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of the eye, with sufficient force to remove* 
the collected matter. 

The bowels of the infant should be 
often gently opened ; a small blister should 
be applied either behind each ear, or be* . 
tween the shoulders; and small doses of 
calomel are to be given once or twice in 
the day, if, as sometimes happens, there be 
any suspicious eruptions on the skin« 

In this way of treating the disorder the 
amendment in infants is in general rapid 
and striking. And though it cannot be 
denied that it sometimes appears in so 
slight a degree, that it may be treated 
safely in a different manner, qr perhaps 
be wholly left to itself, yet the improve* 
ment which I have repeatedly experienced 
to take place as soon as this mode has 
been adopted, and the destructive efiects, 
to which I have been often a witness, 
when a different treatment has been pur- 
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8ued^ unitcdlj urge me to recommend it, 
in the strongest manner, as that upon ^ 
which the best dependance can be placed j 
and to the use of which, there is strong 
reason to believe, many who have had this 
alarming disorder are now indebted for 
the preservation of their sight. 

But it is not necessary to say more at 
this time on the treatment of the puru- 
lent Ophthalmy of Infants^ The iteader who 
is desirous of further information on this^ 
part of the subject is referred to the re- 
marks I have made upon it in the last 
edition of " Chirurgic^l Observations re* 
^ lative to the Eye." 

I rather wish to dwell now on the 
treatment of the purulent Ophthalmy of 
Adults, The numerous instances in which 
this disorder has terminated in blindness in^ 
our own country within the last two years. 
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chiefly in the army, but sometimes in pri- 
vate practice, most powerfully call for an 
exposition of every hint that affords a 
prospect of hcing rendered efiectual to 
hinder so melancholy an cveiit.* 

The principal difierence between the pu- 
rulent Ophthalmy of infants, and the pu- 
rulent Ophthalmy of adults consists in the 
different states of the tunica conjunctiva. 
In the former, notwithstanding the quan- 
tity of matter confined within the lids is often 
profuse, the inflammation of the conjunc- 
tiva is rarely considerable; and when in- 
jury is done to the cornea it seems to 
proceed, as has been above observed, ra- 



♦ Dr. Vetch informs us that *' in the 2d battalion of 
*' the 52d regiment, which consisted of somewhat more 
^* than seven hundred men, 636 cases of Ophthalmia 
y were admitted into the hospital between August 1805, 
•' when the disease commenced, and the same month 
^in lb06. Of this number fifty were dismissed with 
*^ the loss of both eyes, and forty with that of one.'* 
Page 69, 
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iher from the confinement of acrimonious 
matter upon this tunic, than from the vio- 
lent and morbid action of the inflamed 
vessels; — ^but in the latter, though the dis«. 
charge of purulent matter may not be so 
great as it is in infants, yet, vrhen this 
is least, the discharge is always accompa- 
nied vsdth a violent inflammation, and ge- 
nerally with a tumefaction, of the conjunc-» 
tiva, by which its membranous appearance 
is destroyed, and the cornea is made to 
appear depressed and sunk in the globe 
of the eye. In this alarming state of the 
disorder, local evacuations, such as those 
produced by leeches on the temples, or 
by a scarification of the eyelids, however 
efiectual these may prove in the milder 
states of the Ophthalmy, and however 
useful they may here be as collateral aids, 
haTp been found utterly unable, by them- / 
selves, to arrest the progress of the in- 
flammation. In the army, where the dis- 
order has been more prevalent than in any 
'6 
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other dam of the people^ it has been fovncl 
indispensably necessary to driw off a large 
Quantity of blood froiil the general system $ 
and the more early ali^ more mkldenly the 
evacuation has been made^ th6 more ef«> 
fecitual the iiranedy has been found. Thi» 
could not be acicompUshed ih aiiy Way sa 
speedily or do ccrtdirily aft by venesection 
in the arm. The quantity tdken away 
was seldom less than sixteen ounces^ and 
it has been extended with advantage ta 
thirty, forty, and even sixty ounces^ When 
so large a quantity is drawn o% it should 
be tecoUected that the object in doing it 
is not merely r to diminish the action of 
the inflamed vessels^ or, as it has beea 
called^ the disposition to the disease, but 
the power of the constitution to carry it 
ori. The Public are indebted for the first 
recojftimefadation of this bold practice to 
two interesting papers on the subject^ one 
' published in the Edinburgh Medical and 
Surgical Journal of Januwry 1807> by Mr» 
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Peachy sutgeon of the 2d battalioa of this 
Jiad regiment, and the other, in a sepSH 
rate tracts about the sdme tirne^ by Doctor 
Vetchi assistatit surgeon of the 54th re-» 
giment 

The dependance of these gentlemen was 
ahnpst entirely placed on large and sud« 
den evacuations of blood ; and the extent 
to which the practice was carried in the 
53d r^ment^ must astonish and alarm 
those who have not been witnesses to 
the extreme danger of the disorder, and 
the immediately happy efiects, which, wc 
are informed, resulted from this bold treat*- 
inent It is necessary, however, to make 
jtn allowance for the difference that b 
to be expected between a disorder in a 
military hospital, and one, similar to it^ 
in private practice. And indeed, thoi^ 
I have seen the Ophthalmy attended with 
all the other symptoms that have bec» 
§o aopurately described by these gentlcH 
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men, I have seldom known it to be accom- 
panied with the excruciating pain which 
they mention. I have rarely, therefore, 
carried the system of depletion to the ex- 
tent to which it was pursued by them; but 
when it has been employed in a more mo- 
derate way, I have seen it afford most es- 
sential relief, and have always placed con- 
sideral^le dependance upon it. 

Persons who have had their strength di- 
minished by previous illness, have not lui- 
frequently been attacked with this species 
of the Ophthalmy; and it is a fact, that 
these, no less than stronger persons, have 
sometimes derived great advantage from 
the loss of eight or ten ounces of blood 
from a vein in the arm; but in such per-, 
sons it has rarely been advisable to repeat 
the operation, and, when it has been ne- 
cessary to remove blood aftenvards, I have 
rather chosen to take it in the neighbour- 
hood of the eye, either by opening the vein 
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that passes on the side of the nose, (from 
which, if it be of its usual size, five or six 
ounces of blood may be drawn,) or, by- 
applying five or six leeches on the hol- 
low part of the temple, and encouraging 
the bleeding from tHe orifices which the 
leeches make, by the application of warm 
water. Sometimes, in place of either of 
these operations, it is advisable to take 
blood from the inside of the lower eyelid, 
by scarifying that part of the conjunctiva 
which lines it, with the point of a lancet. 
This last operation is easy to be performed; 
and, if it be done well, it gives very little 
pain, and will not be followed by any irri- 
tation of the eye. The lai^cet which is 
used should be In the best order, and should 
be carried along the inside of the lower Hd; 
parallel to its edge, and not far distant 
from it. The advantage of scarifying the 
lid near its edge, in preference to perform- 
ing the operation either on the ball of the 
eye, or further back on the lid, is derived 
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from the superior tension which the tunica 
conjunctiTa has, in this part^ in consequence 
of the cartilage that lies behind it; and if 
the operation be performed here, and, as is 
aboye recommended, with a sharp lancet^ 
thirty or forty drops, and sometimes a larger 
quantity, of blood may be taken away, with 
almpst immediate advantage;. I beg leave, 
however, to offer a caution against a mode 
cf scarifying, which has sometimes been 
adopted in these casest, by pricking the 
cyeUd, ten, twenty, or thirty times in 
quick succession; a mode which, besides 
,the pain that it Occasions, is liable to ia^ 
crease the irritation, and, to say the least, 
is certainly unnecessary. The lancet need 
never be applied more than twice, and 
rarely more than once ; atad perhaps it will 
give less pain, if the incision be made by 
drafwing the edge of the instrument along 
the inflamed membrane, from the point to- 
wards the handle, instead of using the 
direct point for this purpose. The issue of 
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the blood from the oi^ces, may be assisted 
by gently eyerting the lid with the end of 
the finger; and it is more useful to take off 
the finger occasioiuilly, and then to apply 
it ageun^ and thus renew the eversion, than 
to continue the finger steadily on the lid, 
Some apply warm water, as is done after 
the application of leeches, in order to pro- 
mote the bleeding, but it does not appear to 
me to be- of much use for this purpose,* 

* When the tunica conjunctiva is much thickened, 
as well as inflamed, it might occur to the reader, that 
the tumefied portion might be removed by excision, with 
a prc^able chance of averting the danger that threatened 
the cornea; but I much fear, if such an operation were 
performed, or even if large inctsions were made into the 
tumefied part, wbilst the active inflammation continued, 
it would rather tend to hasten than retard the edacity and 
suppuration of this tunic. After the violence of the in- 
flammation, however, is subdued, if one or more of the 
Mood vessels of the tunica conjunctiva then remain en* 
larged, and ai^ continued over the eomea, feeding, as it 
might seem, a speck on this tunic, the removal of a por- 
tion of the conjunctiva, near the circumference of the 
eomea, so as to include a part of the enlarged vessels, 
may prove a useful operation; and it has sometimes caused 
the^esselsspeedily to collapse and the speck to disappear, la 
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After the evacuation of blood, whether 
it be made generally or locally, it is ofte;n 
beneficial to apply a large blister, either on 
the head or back. Anodynes should be 
given of more or less strength, according 
to the degree of the pain; purgative medi^ 
cines should occasionally be administered; 
and an jantiphlogistic regimen be strictly en- 
forced, in the vray both of medicines and 
diet 

All the above directions appear to be 

those aflfections of the eye, also, in which the surface of the 
cornea becomes universally dewy and opaque, without any 
•considerable inflammation either preceding or accompany- 
ing this change in its structure, the diseased action has re- 
peatedly been stopped, the opaque particles cast off, and 
the surface under them has resumed its transparency, in 
consequence of removing about one sixteenth part of an 
inch of the conjunctiva all round the cornea by means of 
a curved scissars. The fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth 
cases, related in my Observations on the Eye, are intended 
to illustrate this particular disease. But I beg leave to 
repeat the remark before made, that such an opera^ 
tion ought not on any account to be performed so long as 
there is any active inflammation in the tunica conjiuiptiva^ 
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highly important, and to require close con- 
Bideration in every case of the purulent 
Gphthaimy. They coincide in a great mea-^- 
sure with the advice that has been given in 
the tracts, published by Mr. Peach and 
Doctor Vetch. In what I am going to add, 
however, the experience that I haye had, 
obliges me to difier fi-om the opinions ad* 
vanced by these gentlemen. 

Mr. Peach says, *' I have with advantage 
*< dropped the undiluted aq. lytharg. acetat. 
** into the eye: — ^though at first it occa- 
^* sioned great pain, in some instances it 
'* proved of service; — ^but in general I have 
^ come to the conclusion, that dropping 
*' substances into the eye is not serviceable." 
He adds, shortly afterwards, '' since we 
*' desisted from dropping tinct. opii into the 
*' eyes, we have had fewer cases of inver- 
'' sion of the eyelids."* 

• Edinb. Med. and Surg. Journal for January, 
1807. i 
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In reply ts> these renurks of Mr. Peacb, I 
heg leare to obsenre, that it does not follow 
that all applications to the eye must be iwr 
propefy bec^se the aqua lythargyri acetati^ 
or the tinctura opii» £uled to affbrd reliaf. 
The former of these, when undiluted, appeaiv 
to me to be much too strong to be applied to 
4fae eye at any time; and the tincture epii 
also may not improbably be found to6 
powerful, during the highly active state of 
the inflamed vessels in this dborder. It 
may al^o be recgllectedt that when I recMi* 
mended the application of the tinctura thc- 
baica, in inflammations of the eye, I par- 
ticularly requested that the tinctiira opii 
might not be substituted in its place; and 
in cases where the inflammation waa yio- 
lent, I added a caution against the use even 
<tf the tinctura thebaica ijtself* until cya- 
cuatione and other proper means had di- 
minished the excessive ijtritation.* 

* Cbirufg. ObservatioDS rclajtivc to tte £j^ vol. i* 
page 33. 
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Doctor Vetch, in his Observations on the 
Ophthalmia, does not object to the use of 
external applications, in the way in which 
this was done by Mr. Peach; but he speaks 
of them in so general a manner, that it 
appears to me very doubtful which of those 
that are mentioned he preferred, and whe- 
ther he placed much dependance on any 
of them. 

He says, *^ while by such means, (that is 
^* by large and sudden evacuations of blood) 
** we lessen the violence of the internal 
'* disease, and effectually prevent its termi- 
" nation in the rupture of the cornea, by 
^^ the use of local applications we are to 
'^ endeavour to diminish the external symp- 
** toms. Linen dipt in some cooling lotion 
" should be kept constantly applied over 
^* the eyes. Such applications, as experience 
/* seems to have accommodated to the dit- 
'* ferent stages of the disease, should be 
^* carefully dropt into the eye. In the first 

D 
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*^ stage the aqua sapphirina will, I think, be 
*' found the most serviceable. When the 
'* swelling of the palpebral has taken place, 
*' the aq. lithargyxi will be found useful 
^' both in lessening the formation of the 
*' matter, and in cleansing it from the eye, 
'^ which is always a grateful operation to the 
*' patient, and consequently of much im- 
'* portance in the cure. The injection of 
*' tepid water with a syringe, for the same 
^' reason, is always beneficial, and while the 
'* patient is subject to the recurrence of the 
'* pain, I should be inclined to prefer it to 
** any other appUcation. To lessen the swel- 
'^ ling of the palpebral, compresses dipt in 
*' the aqua Utharg. may be externally applied, 
*^ and secured by a pretty firm pressure, which 
*' seemed often of the greatest benefit 
*' When the swelling and other symptoms 
*' of the second stage have disappeared, a 
^ treatment very similar to what is adopted 
^ in the first stage becomes necessary. The 
'* local applications may be rendered how- 
6 
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*^ ever more astringent The aqua lithargyri, 
'* and Bates's camphorated water, solutions 
^' of alum, or muriate of mercury, may be 
** used with advantage,"* 

In this quotation, which contains the 
whole that Doctor Vetch has said on the 
subject of external applications, the obser- 
vations are so general, that a practitioner 
must find it very difficult to determine 
which of those that are mentioned he ought 
to prefer. To remove this difficulty is one 
of the chief objects of the present pub- 
lication; and for this purpose I beg leave 
to select Bates's aqua camphorata, as an 
application which appears to me to be pre- 
eminently useful, and which, with the cau- 
tions I am going to mention, may, I think, 
safely take place of all the others. 

In the nineteenth page, I have recom- 
mended a lotion, which is exactly similar 

• An account of the Ophthalmia, as it appeared in 
England since the return of the British army froia Egypt, 
by John Vetch, M, D. published 1807, page 111. 

D 2 
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to a mixture of one part of this aqua cam- 
phorata with three parts of common water, to 
be frequently injected between the eye and 
the eyelid in the purulent eyes of Infants; and 
in this proportion, and this way of using it, 
I can strongly recommend the same appli- 
cation in the purulent eyes of Adults. When 
it is considered, that in both a profuse secre- 
tion of purulent coloured mucus constitutes 
the essential character of the disease, it must, 1 
think, be evident that in both the application 
of a moderately astringent lotion will be pro- 
per to restrain such secretion; and this which 
is here mentioned is the best that I know 
for the purpose. When it is further con- 
sidered, that the morbid mucus is confined 
between the swelled conjunctiva that lines 
the eyelids, and that part of it which covers 
the globe of the eye, it must be also evi- 
dent that, in order to bring the matter ef- 
fectually away, the lotion must be propelled 
over the eye with some degree of force: and 
this cannot be better effected than by the 
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use of a small blunt painted syringe, by- 
means of which the medicated liquor may be 
carried over the whole surface of the eye, 
and the retained matter be each time entirely 
cleared away. When, again, the rapidity is 
also considered with which this morbid mat- 
ter is formed, it must, I think, be admitted 
that, in order to keep the eye clear, it is ne- 
cessary to repeat the injection at very short 
intervals of time. I have often applied 
it twice, and rarely less, in bad cases, 
than once in an hour ; sometimes conti- 
nuing it with nearly equal frequency du- 
ring the night as during the day : and wh6n, 
in the progress of the disorder, , the violence , 
of the inflammation has abated, and the quan- 
tity of discharge is decreased, the strength of 
the lotion may be diminished, and a longer 
period be permitted to intervene between 
the times of applying it. 

In the highly inflammatory state of the 
eyes which sometimes accompanies the 
discharge in adults,, and which is much 
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greater in them than it usually is in 
infants, I have occasionally thought it ri^it 
at first to use the lotion in a more di- 
luted state than that which is above- 
mentioned. For instance, I have added only 
four or five grains, instead of eight, of the 
cuprum vitriolatum to eight ounces of water; 
and i would never advise, while the in- 
flammation is considerable, to make it 
stronger than in the proportion of ei^t 
grains of cuprum vitriolatum to ei^t 
ounces of water ; since from an over eager- 
ness to expedite the cure by strengthening 
the application, the action of the inflamed 
vessels is liable to be increased; and, when 
it has been made very strong, the whole cor- 
nea has sometimes seemed to be hurried 
by it into a state of suppuration* 

I have usually advised to apply the 
lotion cold ; and in infants, particularly, the 
success that has attended its use in this 
way has been almost universally so sa- 
tisfactory, and indeed, so striking, that I 
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cannot refrain from urging its cold appli- 
cation in the strongest manner. The greater 
degree, however,, both of general fever and 
local inflammation, which takes place when 
the disorder attacks adults, renders it some- 
times necessary to apply the lotion warm. 
And if the pain of the eye, and tumefac- 
tion of the conjunctiva be considerable, it 
may be advisable not only to make the 
lotion of the weakest standard that I have 
mentioned, but to leave longer intervals 
between the times of employing it; and 
occasionally to interpose the injection of 
merely tepid water in the way recommended 
by Dr. Vetdi. Under these circumstances 
the frequent application, also, of hot water, 
or of a hot decoction of poppy heads, by 
means either of a flannel or of a large 
sponge, or by holding the eye over a cup 
filled with these liquors, has afforded consi- 
derable" ease, and has seemed to dimi- 
nish the morbid action of the inflamed 
vessels* 
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But in addition to the advice that has now 
been offered, I beg leave to direct the 
readers attention to another remedy, which 
appears to be of material importance, and 
from the use of which very considerable bene- 
fit has sometimes been derived. This remedy 
is strongly indicated by the manner in which 
the disorder terminates when it pursues 
its course in the most malignant manner. 
In such cases the cornea is ruptured, 
and the aqueous humour discharged ; and 
as soon as this happens the patient be- 
comes easy, and the purulent discharge 
diminishes; the disorder then assuming, 
as has above been observed, a new shape, 
and becoming troublesome in consequence 
rather of the discharge from the ulcer, 
or of the unequal pressure of the ulcerated 
surface against the inside of the eyelids, than 
of the violent action of inflamed vessels. 
The inference which may, I think, be deduced 
from this fact is, that the efforts of art should 
be made to imitate those of nature; and that 

5 
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as soon as a rupture of the cornea seems 
inevitable, a wound should be made in this 
tunic sufficiently large to discharge the 
aqueous humour, and in such a part, that 
the transmission of light through the pu- 
pil may not afterwards be interrupted by 
the scar which the incision may leave. An 
operation of this kind was first proposed 
by Mr. James Wardrop, in an ingenious 
paper published in the Medical and Chi- 
rurgicail Journal in January I807. He 
recommended it particularly in cases where 
the cornea is opaque and the eyeball tense ; 
and his immediate view in performing it was 
to restore the transparency of the cornea 
by evacuating the aqueous humour. Mr. 
Wardrop mentions four cases in which 
he performed the operation with success. 
No one of thesfe was of that particular 
kind to which I chiefly advert in the pre- 
sent remarks; but if the operation prove 
effectual in the cases for which Mr. War- 
drop recommends it, how much tnore 
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likely must it be to afford relief in tbosc^ 
where the cornea is not only tense and 
opaque, from the extreme violence of, the 
inflammation, but where there is also the 
strongest reason to apprehend it is on 
the point of being ruptured, and becom- 
ing idcerated h It by no means appears 
necessary, however, to have recourse to it 
in every case even of the purulent Oph- 
thalmy. General evacuations, joined with 
those that are local, together with the 
accurate application of mildly astringent 
lotions, and a strictly antiphlogistic regi- 
men, will, in slighter cases of this disor- 
der, prove fully sufficient to stop the pro- 
gress of the inflammation; but if, after 
these have been employed, the symptoms 
still continue, and especially, if the cornea 
begin to lose its transparency, and a white 
rim appear round its circumference, som^ 
what similar to the arcus senilis of old 
persons, it then becomes of the highest 
importance to have recourse to it Mr 
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Wardrop recommends to make the inci- 
sion with a small knife of the kind that 
is used to divide the cornea in the ope- 
ration oi extracting the cataract. This in- 
strument is perfectly proper for the pur- 
pose; but the puncture may be made with 
great safety by a careful person with a 
comnlon lancet ; or, which perhaps is pre- 
ferable to either of the two, with a sharp 
pointed couching needle, having a blade 
somewhat wider than this instrument 
usually has, and a groove in its middle con- 
tinued all the way from the handle to the 
point* The only direction necessary to 
be observed in performing the operation 
is to introduce the point of the instru- 



* An instrument of this kind appears to be well 
adapted / for puncturing the eye, in those cases of 
gutta Serena accompanied with inflammation, in which 
there is reason to apprehend ' that a fluid is accumu- 
lated between the choroid coat and retina. Such a 
cage is related in " Chirurgical Observations relative to 
the Eye," vol. i, page 510. 
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ment about the tenth part of an inch an- 
terior to the connection of the cornea with 
the sclerotica, and to push it gently for- 
ward, parallel to the plane of the iris, un- 
til the aqueous humour make its escape. 
If the grooved couching needle be em* 
ployed, its evacuation necessarily takes 
place, as soon as the groove penetrates 
into the anterior chamber; but if a ca- 
taract-knife, or a lancet, be used, and 
these possess the shape of a wedge 
(which in the former instrument is pecu- 
liarly desirable) it may be necessary to 
turn the blade a little on its axis after 
it has been introduced, in order to give 
the aqueous humour an opportunity of 
escaping; and when this has been ac- 
complished, the instrument should imme- 
diately be withdrawn, to avoid wounding 
the iris, 

I have said, in the sixteenth page, that the 
purulent Ophthalmy bears some resertiblance 
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to a common erysipelatous inflammation of 
the eye. It is necessary, however, to distin- 
guish these disorders, one from the other, 
since they seem to require a different 
mode of treatment. Both disorders are 
equally served in the beginning by the 
use of evacuants; but though the erysipe- 
latous Ophthalmy is particularly relieved 
by medicines that promote perspiration, 
these do not produce the same benefi- 
cial effects when administered in that 
^which is purulent The access of fresh air 
to the eye, on the contrary, in cases of 
the latter description,' is peculiarly grateful; 
and some of the worst cases that have come 
under my notice have occurred in persons 
who have attended me at my own house, 
who, notwithstanding their daily attendance, 
have been cured with as little, and sometimes 
with less, difficulty, than others, apparently 
at first not more malignantly affected, who 
have been kept in the strictest state of con- 
ftnement in their own houses or chambers. 
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It is not meant by this remark to encourage 
ah imnecessary exposure to draughts of mr ; 
or sudden changes from a hot to a cold at- 
mosphere; but I am more and more in- 
clined to believe that confinement to a bed, 
or even to a chamber, in this disorder^ is not 
necessary, and that in some respects it is 
liable to prove injurious, hindering the 
accurate application of suitable remedies, 
and precluding, as has just been mentioned, 
the due access of fresh air to the eye. 

Among the cases of Ophthalmy, annexed 
to the last edition of the Observations I pub- 
lished on Disorders of the Eye, the eighteenth 
and nineteenth very nearly resemble the 
Voorst of thgse which in the last year were 
epidemical. I shall not trouble the reader 
with a repetition of them here.; nor shall I 
recite any of those slighter cases which are 
almost daily coming under my notice, in 
which a treatment similar to that recom- 
mended in the preceding pages has been 
found speedily effectual for the cure. I shall 
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only take the liberty at this time to relate 
two; and these with a view, not merely to 
point out the advantage of injecting the 
diluted aqua camphorata in the cases of 
Adults as well as of thosfe of Infants, but also 
to exemplify the safety and probable good 
effects of puncturing the cornea, and dis- 
charging the aqueous humour, when the 
inflammation has risen to its greatest height, 
and the cornea is in the most imminent 
danger of being ruptured I had intended 
to insert also the case of a female child, 
twenty months old, who had a true puru- 
lent Ophthalmy, of the most alarming kind, 
in each eye, which followed a discharge from 
the vagina, very nearly resembling the fluor 
albus of grown persons. But though in 
this instance the injection of the diluted 
aqua camphorata appeared to afford very 
essential service, the gums were also lanced, 
*nd two of the dentes canini, and one of 
the incisores, came through in conse- 
quence of it. It may therefore be doubted, 
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whether the removal of the irritation which 
the operation effected might not have con- 
tributed as much to the amendment that 
followed, as the local remedies that were 
applied to the eyes. 

CASE L 

Mrs. , thirty-two years of age, 

was attacked on the 32d of February, 180 7, 
with, an inflammation of the right eye, 
which became more and more troublesome 
until the 27 th, when she consulted a sur- 
geon. At that time not only the tunica con- 
junctiva was much inflamed and tumefied, 
but there was a considerable accumulation 
of matter between the eye and the eyelid, 
which though often wiped away was rapidly 
renewed. She had been long subject to the 
fluor albus, and there were reasons for sup- 
posing that the acrimony of the discharge 
had been increased a short time before the eye 
became inflamed. Sixteen ounces of blood 
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were taken from a vein in the artn, and the 
eye was almost continuaUj washed^ by means 
of a soft sponge, either with cold water, or 
with a mixture of aqua ammonise acetatas, 
and elder flower water. A purgative draught 
was also given. On the 28th the inflamma* 
tion was rather increased. She had a constant 
sensation of dust in the eye, and the dis^ 
charge of purulent matter became more 
profuse than before. The blood that had 
been taken away was cupped and sizy. The 
lower lid was now scarified. Ten ounces 
more of blood were taken from the arqa: 
a large blister was applied on the head; and 
the diluted aqua camphorata vitriolica was 
applied to her eyes instead of the diluted 
aqua ammonise acetatae. On the 1st of 
.March, the inflammation and discharge 
continuing as profuse as before I was 
consulted. At this time the cornea was 
almost hid by the tumefied conjunctiva; and, 
when the matter was washed ofij the rim of 
the former appeared opaque, and the opacity 

E 
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extended forw^'d on tlie side next the nose, 
so as to hide- a part of the pupiL In this 
^larpung^ ^t^ ,of thedisor^ \^eb^^ 
to malce a pum;ture through the^ «de o£r the 
cemea, in order to discharge the aqueous 
humour, and with ^ .hyp^.r tp jprey^njfc j^ 
rupture of this tunic. from. taking place opr 
posite to the pupiL The operation was 
peiformed with one of i^e instruments tha^ 
is employed to diyide the cornea in the 
operation of extracting the cataract It was 
introduced, as' in that operation, on the side 
of the tunic next the temple, and when its 
point had passed ahout the eighth part of an 
inch into the Ulterior chamber, paraUel to 
the i^s, on making a slight turn of the in- 
strument, the aqueous himiour came through 
the opening; upon which it was immediately 
retracted. The operation did not give pain, 
nor did it mai^e any immediate alteration 
in the appearance of the eye. The diluted 
aqua vitrioHca camphorata was a;pplied to 
the eye in the same way as before. Ten 
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ounces more of blood were taken 'from the 
arjp, ajjijd t^ie purgative ipedicine repeated^ 
Ott the :?d she had not experienced: addi-*- 
tional pain in consequence of the operation', 
and the inflanimati,on seemed, somewhat dir 
roinished. The aperture which had, been 
made in the cornea was plainly visible, and 
the cornea appeared more flaccid; but the 
opacity was still considerable, and it. covered 
^most the whole of the pupil; On the 4tb 
I was surprised to find that the purulent difft 
ch^fge h?d almost entirely ceased^ and. the 
swelling of the ccwyimctiva was mtich di- 
min^shed; but the opacity 'of the cortteitf 
C9nj:injued, and a portion of this jtunic rounid 
the new aperture seemed disposed to slough; 
The superior part of the cornea^ hpweVier^ 
remained transparent, and^ 4 jsmall, pprtioc^ 
of the pupil was visible throu^ it -^ On;th^ 
6th, the inflammation was further <Umi-; 
nJLshed, and the discharge from tlje eye &o^ 
thin and clear, thatlt.could scarcely bex^aUeci 
purulent On the Qth, the -aperture stiU 
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remained open, and the opacity of the lower 
part of the cornea was nearly as before. On 
the 15th, there was scarcely any inflamma- 
tion or discharge from the eye; but in the 
part where the aperture had been made, a 
transparent vesicle was formed, through 
which the outer and inferior part of the 
pupil could be plainly seen; the upper rim 
of the pupil being also perceptible above the 
opacity. The patient was able to distinguish 
my fing^iB distinctly with this eye. In the 
state now described, the eye remained a 
fortnight ; at the end of which the vesicle 
that covered the aperture in the inferior part 
of the cornea gave way, and a large portion 
6f the aqueous humour was again discharged. 
After this the aperture closed, in conse- 
quence of which the inferior part of the 
pupil was no longer perceptible, and the 
sight became much more indistinct than 
before. Large objects, however, were still 
distinguished through the superior part of 
the pupil; and by persevering in the appli- 
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cation sometimes of the pulvis sacchari dbi^ 
sometimes of the aqua sapphirina^ and some* 
times of the tincture thebaica, the eye be^ 
came strong; and, if the other ^e had not 
been perfect, the sight with the affijctcd eye 
alone would have been sufficient to ai^rd 
great assistance in the ordinary employments 
of life. 

CASE 11. 

Mr. ^ about nineteen years of 

age, was attacked with a gonorrhoea in July 
last, and 'the discharge from the urethra 
continued for three weeks, notwithstanding 
the use of various remedies ordered for him 
by his surgeon. On the 7 th of August, he 
first pierceived a weakness in the right eye, 
and on the following day it became in^iQj^, 
and watered considerably. On the 10th, 
both the eyelids swelled, and the discharge 
became profuse and purulent On the l2th^ 
I first saw him, and at this time the swelling 
of the lids was so considerable that he was 
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unable to open them, his head as well as 
tyes beii^ continually in great pain. Four- 
tedn ounces of blood were immediately 
taken fronj his arm, and the purulent mat- 
ter that lodged' upon the eyes was ^washed 
away by injecting on it, by 'mesins of a 
syringe, a mixture of one part of Bates's 
aqua ca^nphorata, and three parts of com* 
raon cold water. A purgative medicine 
was administereil ; the injection was re- 
peated once every hour ; and -in the • even- 
ing three leeches were applied on eftth 
temple. If the pain had continued it 
was. intended to foment the eyes with 
a hot decoction of poppy heads^ Imt 
in this respect he received so much re^ 
lief from the evacuations and injection, 
that the use of the fomentation did nftt 
become necessary. On the I4th th^ 
swelling of the lids was somewhat abated, 
and the purulent discharge was not quite 
So profuse.^ I now scarified thii edges of 
both the lower lids, and took from each 
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at least half an ounce t)f black blood, 
whidi became ^ramous as soon as itf 
issued 'from the orifices. The cold in* 
jection was continued every hour as be- 
fore. On the 15 th the swelling of the left 
eye and the discharge from it were evidently 
diminished ; but those of the right eye con-^ 
tmued. Gn examining the eyes, the tu- 
nica conjunctiva of the left, though inflamed, 
appeared very little thickened ; but that of 
the right was much swelled; the whole 
cornea appeared cloudy, and on its superior 
part was an ulceration which I feared 
would penetrate into the anterior cham- 
ber- of the aqueous^ humour, and, involving 
a portion of the iriis, endanger the future 
useftilness of the eye. In order to obviate 
^s, I made a puncture through the cor- 
nea, on the side next the temple, and dis- 
charged a considerable portion of the 
» aqueous humour. The puncture was made, 
as in the case last described, with one of 
the knives that is usually employed to di- 

6 
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vide the cornea in the chelation of cxr- 
tracting the cataract^ and it gave so lit* 
tie pain that it was scarcely felt by 
the patient The uneasiness of, this eye 
both before the operationi and for seve- 
xal dajTS afterwards^ was greater than that 
of the other eye^ but it could not now be 
called acute. During the day on which 
the. operation was performed^ the lotion 
was applied only to the outside of the 
right eye; but on the following day it was 
injected between the lids of this eye as 
well as the other, so as entirely to wash away 
the retained matter; and the injection was 
repeated as frequently as before the operas 
tion. On the 17th the lids of both eyes 
were less swoln, and the discharge less 
profuse. The conjunctiva that surrounded 
the cornea was less prominent, and the 
ulceration on its surface, though still ap- 
parent, was not increased. On the 19th a 
considerable haemorrhage took place from 
the hose. Three leeches were agaiii ap^ 
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plied to each temple; the purgative medi- 
cine was repeated^ and also ^e lotion in 
the same way as before; but this last was 
injected only once in three or four hours* 
The pain was now inconsiderable^ and 
the swelling and discharge gradudly dimi- 
oished after this time. The left cornea was 
uninjured; and the right speedily, recoveried 
its transparency. The ulceration was soon, 
filled up, and the speck which it occasioned, 
being fortunately above the pupil, did not 
interrupt vision. Sept. 7th he went into 
the country in order to recruit bis strength^ 
and shprtly afterwards returned to his 
usual avocation, in perfect health, and with 
the full use of both his eyes. 



The preceding Remarks on thePurtilent 
Ophthalmy, were published in the year 
1808. Since this time the disorder has 
prevailed at difiereQt times in this city 
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and its vicinity, with considerable seve- 
rity j and sometimes w^ith imminent danger 
to the sight of those who suffered from 
it. I have not slackened my attention to 
the cases that havie come under my no- 
tice; and on deliberate consideration, I do 
not find it necessary to alter, in any essen- 
tial particular, the observations that have 
been offered in this publication. In the 
early stage of the disorder the exhibition of 
antimonium tartarisatum, in doses sufficient- 
ly large to keep up a constant sickness and 
vomiting, for ten or twelve hours, has late- 
ly been recommended by Mr. Adams, as 
capable of arresting its progress, in an 
expeditious manner. I have not had suffi- 
cient experience of the efficacy of this 
medicine, to enable me to give an opinion 
on the subject. But I can speak just as 
strongly of the efficacy of withdrawing a 
large quantity of blood, in this early stage of 
the disorder, either by venesection from the 
arm, or by cupping from the nape of the 
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neck ; and, afterwards of applying, every half 
hour, alternately, first, the vapour of hot 
water or of a hot decoction of poppy-heads;, 
and then the diluted Aqua Vitriolica Campho- 
rata ; — by which treatment, many scores of 
patients, whose eyes had assumed a very for- 
midable appearance have been made well 
within the space of less than forty-eight 
hours. I wish I could add that the suc- 
cess was universal. In irritable constitu- 
tions, however, and particularly when the 
Ophthalmy has been occasioned by the ap- 
plication of a fluid that possesses great 
3crimony, like that from a Qonorrhaea, and, 
perhaps frpnoi the Fluor Albus, obstacles have 
sometimes unavoidably occurred; and a vi- 
gorous use of all the above-mentioned 
means hgve not been found more than 
sufficient to obviate the injury to which 
the eyes have been exposed from this most 
virulent disorder. 

But the loss of sight is not the only danger 
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that is to be apprehended from the Purulent 
Ophthalmy. So great a weakness of the 
eyes has sometimes been induced by it, 
that the patient has been disabled for many 
months from pursuing his usual avocations, 
The weakness appears to be occasioned by 
the relaxed state of that portion of the Tu- 
nica Conjunctiva which lines the eye-lids; 
or, to speak more correctly, of tjhat part 
of this tunic which is continued from the 
inside of the eye-lid^ to cover the fore part; 
of the globe of the eye. This portion not 
unfrequently assumes a granulated appear- 
ance; and, in order to subdue the morbid 
action that occasions it, I have applied as- 
tringents of various kinds, and in di^rent 
degrees of strength ; such as the Aqua Vi-^ 
triolica 'Camphorata above recommended; 
the Liquor Lythargyri Acetatis; Alumen, 
both in a powder niked with sugar, and in 
solution ; and the Argentum Nitratum,* both 

^ It ought to be mentioned, that the Argentnm Nitratam, 
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alone and alsa in solution. 1 IraVe likewife 
in several instances rtemoved a large |ioTtion, 
and sometimes the whole, of this granulated 
Conjunctiva with great advantage; though oc- 
casionally a fungous substance has risen in the 
wound, which has afterwards required to be 
removed, before the Conjunctiva has become 
quite smooth. — A similar treatment to this 
which I have meiationed, has been adopted 
by Mr. Macgregor on a very large number 
of children in the Military Asylum at Chel- 
sea, some of whom were treated in one 
of these ways, and some in others; the prin- 
ciple, however, on which the whole plan was 
founded, being the same in all ; viz. that of 
constringing the relaxed conjunctiva, and 
checking the morbid secretion : and I am 
happy in being able to add, that by one or 
other of these different modes, under Mr, 
Macgregor s care, more than a thousand chil- 



prepared at different places, and aometioies in the same plac« 
«t different times, varies considerably in its strength It should 
l^er^ore;be always first used in a veiy dikited state 
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idren, wljo had been sufferers in the institu- 
tion frorp this disOirder, in a greater or smaller 
(degree, have been completely cured. 




THE END. 



ERRATA. 

p. 17, L. 1, for Erisipelas, read Erjfsipelas. 

— 24,— 21, for papers, read dissertations. 

— 31,*— 8, bttweeu di/ftr an^fronh tidd somewhat. 

f— 21, — 13> for Chirurgicaf Observatiims relative to the Eye, 
read Remarks on the Ophthalmy^ SfC, 

-- 43,-22, for Chimrpcal Observations rflative to theEj/e, 
read Remarks on the Uphthahny^ page 232. 
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